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	 Comanche Nation Pre-
vention and Recovery held Sacred 
Voices: A Tribal Response to Suicide 
Prevention on September 10 and 11 
at Apache Casino in Lawton, Okla-
homa. 
	 Guest speakers included 
actor Danny Trejo, who discussed 
drug and alcohol addiction as well as 
recovery, and Kevin Hines, who at-
tempted suicide by jumping off the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 
	 Tribal leaders, including 
Comanche Nation Chairman Forrest 
Tahdooahnippah, and tribes across 
Oklahoma were also in attendance.
	 There were several breakout 
sessions for education and awareness. 
	 Prevention and Recovery 
Project Coordinator Nicole Aseper-
my said it’s important to reach out to 
the community. 
	 “Really kind of be like, 
‘Hey…we're 988, we're here…and if 

you're struggling with mental health, 
it's okay,’ and just kind of just put it 
out there,” she said. “And it's impor-
tant for our community to reach out… 
because the more…we get our com-
munity involved…the better chances 
that it is for somebody to get help.”
	 Asepermy said when com-
munities are involved, they heal each 
other.
	 “There's power in num-
bers…we see more people coming in 
to participate…it pulls people out of 
their normal of things that they do,” 
she said. “Sometimes people like to 
isolate or stay home…and…people 
seeing people gather for an event…
then it's just like, ‘Hey, you know, let 
me go, let's go check it out, let's go 
be a part of…and that's really impor-
tant in healing.”
	 Belonging and connecting 
with others has a lot to do with heal-
ing, according to Asepermy.

	 “Our goal is to…just make 
it, you know, bring awareness…I'm 
part of a recovery group, so it's like 
one of our biggest things we have 
is…a speaker meeting,” she said. 

“So, people come, you speak, you tell 
your story, so the more times that you 
tell your story…that you get to heal 
all the times that you get to tell your 
story, but then also…people that are 
hearing your story get to heal, too, as 
well.”
	 Asepermy is two and a half 
years into her own recovery.
	 There were also vendor 
booths and information from various 
organizations. 
	 Comanche Nation Police 
Department was requested for Tre-
jo’s security detail.
	 For anyone who needs to 
reach out, the 988 Lifeline is avail-
able 24/7. 

Seven Election Board 
Members Sworn in October 2

Secretary Treasurer Run-off Election Set for Oct. 25

City of Lawton’s 
8th Annual 

Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day October 13

Submitted by Dr. Cornel Pewewardy/indigenous 
Peoples Day

	 Indigenous Peoples’ Day is 
a day set aside for many of us, as In-
digenous peoples, to tell more of the 
national narrative stories that matter 
from voices that too often remain 
unheard, an education that has often 
been incomplete for most American 
schoolchildren in public schools. 
Christopher Columbus introduced 
two phenomena that revolutionized 
race relations and transformed the 
modern world: the taking of land, 
wealth, and labor from Indigenous 
peoples in the Western Hemisphere, 
leading to their near extermination, 
and the transatlantic slave trade, 
which created a racial under class.
	 “What we celebrate is our 
subversion of this national holiday, 
the way many folks have made it a 
space for radical intervention. Indeed, 
the invitation to celebrate Colum-
bus was for some of us a compelling 
call to educate the nation for critical 
consciousness—to seize the moment 
to transform everyone’s understand-
ing of our nation’s history. What we 
acknowledge is that this teaching 
moment allows us a public space 
to mourn, an occasion to grieve for 
what this world was like before the 
coming of the white man to the North 
American continent and to recall and 
reclaim the cultural values of that 
world,” said Indigenous People’s Day 
Committee, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy.
	 The 8th annual Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day in Lawton, Oklahoma 
will feature an intertribal powwow 
scheduled on October 11, at the for-
mer Fort Sill Indian School. The main 
program begins on Monday, October 
13, at 10 a.m., with the presentation 
of the proclamation of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day by City of Lawton 
Mayor Stan Booker. Local club and 
organization princesses will join with 
the KCA color guard with a grand en-
try on the southside of City Hall. Af-
ter the grand entry, local tribal leaders 
will give their welcoming followed 
by Keynote Speaker Dr. Kelly Berry, 
and an honor song for the local IPD 
award winners: Travis Komahcheet 
and Yolanda Ramos. The ceremonial 
conclusion will highlight the eight-
year history of Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day in Lawton, Oklahoma.
	 For more information, see 
event flyers of Page 9.

Doc Tate Nevaquaya 
Day

October 10, 2025

In 1986 the Comanche Tribe 
proclaimed the second Fri-
day in October Joyce “Doc” 
Tate Nevaquaya Day. Four 
years later he was designated 
a Living Legend. “Doc” Tate 
Nevaquaya (1936-1996)  is 
a member of the Comanche 
tribe of Oklahoma, his full 
name was Joyce Lee Tate Ne-
vaquaya. 

Comanche National Museum and 
Cultural Center cut the ribbon to 
the new National Treasure Library 
on September 18. Comanche Na-
tion Chairman Forrest Tahdooah-
nippah and Tribal Administrator 
Lisa Dawsey cut the ribbon with 
Comanche National Museum and 
Cultural Center Director Candy 
Taylor and Lawton Fort Sill Cham-
ber Redcoats. 

	 Comanche National Museum 
and Cultural Center held a ribbon-cut-
ting for its National Treasure Room and 
Library on September 18, in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. 
	 Comanche National Museum 
and Cultural Center Director Candy 
Taylor said it’s a big day for the Co-
manche Nation.
	 “It's a place where those who 
have done extraordinary things for the 
tribe to promote history and culture, 
where they can be recognized and ex-
hibit space for our visitors to come take 
a look and to learn more about these 
important people,” she said. 
	 Taylor said Comanche Busi-
ness Committee wanted to recognize 
those who have done great things in the 
tribe to promote history, culture and tra-
ditions.
	 “There is an application pro-
cess so tribal members can nominate 
people, and then the treasures are se-
lected from those that are nominated,” 
she said. “So, by the time the informa-
tion comes to the museum, we don't 
have anything to do with you know the 
choosing, but we have the honor of be-
ing able to exhibit it and to let people 
know. So, it's my understanding that 
three more have been chosen already. 
They're going to unveil those at the 
Comanche Nation Fair during the pow-
wow at the Comanche Nation Fair. At 
that time, the two that were named last 
year, Geneva Navarro and Rance Hood, 
will then be moved to the other side of 
the wall, where we've got a designated 
space for previous honorees. And so, 
they're always going to be hanging in 
here. And then we'll add the new the 
new honorees in the space that is cur-
rently being used right now by Geneva 
Navarro and Rance Hood.”
	 Taylor said they also wanted 
to have a place for the books the mu-
seum collected over the years. 
	 “Some of the items that are 
in our library are donations that were 
given to the museum at the beginning, 
when the museum opened in 2007. And 
so, we've been slowly collecting them, 
and other books would come in,” she 
said. “Sometimes…we've got history 
teachers that will bring things in. Some-
times it's tribal members. Sometimes 
you've got estates that are being settled, 
and they've got a book collection, and 
they'll call and say, ‘Hey, would you 
like this?’ And ‘of course.’ So, we were 
able to put it together in the collection, 
and it is organized in a library form, 
and we brought in some nice seating 
and a table for researchers if they want 
to come and take a look at the books 

Comanche National 
Museum 

Opens National 
Treasure Library on 

September 18

Story and Photo by Natascha Mer-
cadante/News Staff

See MUSEUM, Page 3

Tribal Response to Suicide Prevention 
Conference Guest Speakers Actor Danny Trejo 

and Survivor Kevin Hines

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Actor  Danny Trejo is honored with a Gourd Dance Song the evening 
of September 10 during the Tribal Response to Suicide Prevention 
Conference at the Apache Casino in Lawton, Okla.

Suicide survivor Kevin Hines is given a 
Comanche Pendleton September 11,  after 
speaking about his survival of jumping off 
of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Fran-
cisco, California.

	 An estimated 888 Coman-
che voters went to the voting polls 
and mailed in ballots for the Septem-
ber 20 Special Election, held Septem-
ber 20.

	 In the Secretary/Treasurer 
position, Harley Pennington led the 
votes with 317 total (36%), Benny 
Tahmahkera followed with a dif-
ference of 20 votes with 297 votes 
(33%), and Michael Burgess had 274 
votes (31%). There will be a run-off 
between Pennington and Tahmah-
kera.

	 The results of the Election 
Board had the following as the top 
seven who were sworn-in on Oct. 2: 
Joseph Aitson, Roxie Kerchee, Sebe-
riana Palmer, Michelle Addi, Sandra 
Chesnut, Nicole Reyna, and Marilyn 
Tiger. 

	 Ballot Question 1 pertain-
ing to the amount of the Chairman’s 
salary coming out of the Indirect 
Cost budget had 651 votes (80%) of 
$75,000 ($185,000 total), and 165 
votes (20%) of $110,000 ($220,000 
total).

Ballot Question 2 pertaining to the 
CBC annual stipends had a total of 
580 votes (71%) for $36,000 per per-
son and a total of 240 votes (29%) for 
$60,000 per person.

	 Ballot Question 3 on the 
Tribal Administrator’s salary had 612 
votes (77%) for $120,000 annually, 
and a total of 185 votes (23%) for 
$140,000 annually.

	 Ballot Question 4 about the 
Comanche Nation allocating $18,000 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See VOTING, Page 5

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Comanche Nation Swears in a new Election Board on October 2 at Watchetaker Hall. Comanche Nation Chair-
man Forrest Tahdooahnippah, Vice Chairman Diana Gail Doyebi-Sovo and Tribal Administrator Lisa Dawsey 
were in attendance. 
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 Today!
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Government

Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Forrest Tahdooahnippah

Email: Forrest.Tahdooahnippah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Diana Doyebi Sovo
Email: Diana.Sovo@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Vacant

Committeeman No. 1
Hazel Tahsequah

Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 2

Darrell Kosechequetah
Email: Darrell.Kosechequetah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 3
Alice Kassanavoid

Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 4

Jordan Fox
Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com

Tribal Administrator
Lisa Dawsey

Email: Lisa.Dawsey@comanchenation.com
To contact officials:

Office of the CBC/Chairman: 
Telephone: (580) 492-3573

Comanche Nation Address:
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502
Toll Free: (877) 492-4988

Physical Address:
584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS 
  Puhipu?ha Mua (October) 2025

Leaf Fall  Month
The award-winning Comanche Nation 

News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no 

charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the November Edi-

tion is 5 p.m., October 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
•	 Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

•	 Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

•	 Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

•	 Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

•	 News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

•	 Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

•	 The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. Please submit a 
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by 
tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for 
tribal members only. TCNN publishes 
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without 
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for 
tribal members only.

•	 TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

•	 We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 500 
word limit. 

•	 The letters to the editor or articles 
contained in The Comanche Nation 
News does not reflect the views or 
opinions of the PIO staff.

Member of the 
Indigenous Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@comanchenationpio

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

@TheComacheNation

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the September 6 and September 19, Co-
manche Business Committee Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To 
obtain a copy of the official minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, 
(580) 492-3251. 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

                                        September 6 CBC Meeting	
	 The Comanche Nation Chairman, Forrest Tahdooahnippah, called 
the  CBC Meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

A Total of 14 Resolutions 
Presented at September 6

 CBC Meeting and 29 
Resolutions at the September 19 

Special CBC Meeting

Sonia and Patrick Attocknie 
(580) 483-9326

Resolutions
Resolution No. 136-2025- CBC Resolution Designating Lanny Asepermy, 
Lloyd Heminokeky, Teresa Lopez as National Treasurers. The Resolution passed 
5/0/0.
Resolution No. 137-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1378 Minors.  
The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 138-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1379 Adults. The 
Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 139-2025- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1380 Does Not 
Meet Blood Quantum. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 140-2025- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1381 No Allot-
tee. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 141-2025- Enrollment Resolution for Gap Elders. The Resolu-
tion passed 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 142-2025- Tribal Court Resolution for GPLS Continued Legal 
Services Resolution No. 143-2025- FAC Resolution for Grant Application for 
TVSSA 2025. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 144-2025- Transportation Resolution to Add Routes to Transpor-
tation Improvement Plan (TIP). The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 145-2025- Prevention & Recovery Resolution for MAT Policy 
and Procedures. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 146-2025- CIP Resolution for T-Mobile Hometown Grant Q3 
2025. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 147-2025- IT Resolution Authorizing Purchase of Cloud Based 
Server. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 148-2025- CBC Resolution Authorizing Drawdown of 20% 
Funds. The Resolution passed 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 149-2025- CBC Resolution Authorizing Transfer of Funds to Per 
Capita Distribution Account. The Resolution passed 4/1/0.
Motion for Interim CEOs for Comanche Nation Entertainment. The Resolution 
passed 4/1/0.

September 19 Special Meeting

Resolution No. 150-2025- IT Resolution to Purchase Servers. The Resolution 
passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 151-2025- Social Services Resolution to Renew BIA 638 Con-
tract. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 152-2025- Enrollment Resolution to Renew BIA 638 ATTG Con-
tract Ak’. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 153-2025- CBC Resolution to Amend Human Resource Policy.  
The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 154-2025- CBC Resolution to Approve Gaming Commission 
FY26 Budget. 
Resolution No. 155-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Caregiver 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 156-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Diabetes Pro-
gram CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 157-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Emergency 
Management Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 158-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Enrollment 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 159-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Environmen-
tal Program CNG Funding . The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 160-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Family As-
sistance Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 161-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Fire and 
EMS Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 162-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Funeral 
Home Bereavement Assistance Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 
5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 163-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Funeral 
Home Burial Assistance Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 164-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 165-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Grasshopper 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 166-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Gravel Tin-
horn Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 167-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Higher Edu-
cation Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 168-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Indian Child 
Welfare Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 169-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Injury Pre-
vention Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 170-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Language 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 171-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Missing & 
Murdered Indigenous People Program (MMIP) CNG Funding. The Resolution 
passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 172-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for New Path-
ways Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 173-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Optometry 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 174-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Prescription 
Assistance Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 175-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Prevention & 
Recovery Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 176-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Social Ser-
vices Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 177-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Workforce 
Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Resolution No. 178-2025- CBC Resolution to Adopt Guidelines for Youth Ser-
vices Program CNG Funding. The Resolution passes 5/0/0. 
Motion to Post Standing Subcommittee Internal Affairs By laws Cultural Com-
mittee By laws. The motion passes 5/0/0. 
Motion to Approve Travel - The motion passes 5/0/0. 

Maruaweka Numunuu:

	 As I write this, preparations for Comanche Nation Fair are in 
full swing.  The timing of our fair coincidentally also marks the end 
of the fiscal year, and preparations for a new fiscal year are also in 
full swing.  With a new fiscal year upon us, I think that a “new (fiscal) 
year’s resolution” is in order.  This new fiscal year, I am resolving to put 
healthcare at the top of my priorities for our Nation. In the spirit of the 
Fair, which (as I understand it) was founded to boost the self-esteem and 
morale of our Nation by celebrating our culture and our accomplish-
ments, I want to boost the physical, mental, and spiritual well-being of 
our Nation.  I hope that developing a healthcare system of our own will 
helps us achieve that goal.  
	 As with all goals, our first steps must be modest.  We do not 
have a huge capital reserve to tap into to pay millions of dollars of con-
struction costs to build a brand-new hospital or to recruit an army of 
new doctors and nurses (unfortunately).  We also do not want to move 
too quickly and upset the operation of Indian Health Service.  Therefore, 
our current plan is to start small, with a modest family clinic.  From 
there, we hope to reinvest our revenues to build out a health system.  De-
spite starting small, I think by the end of the calendar year, we will have 
exciting announcements about a nascent healthcare system.  And, if we 
reinvest our revenue, I believe that in five years’ time we can transform 
the quality of care that our members receive.  In ten years’ time, perhaps 
we will have a brand-new hospital with an army of doctors and nurses.   
	 Please stay informed, as we will be announcing new develop-
ments as they happen.  If all goes to plan, at next year’s Annual General 
Council meeting, I intend to propose a resolution to set forth how to 
reinvest our revenue to build out our system, while also spending rev-
enue on initiatives that will support preventative healthcare and spiritual 
wellness.  By investing in our health of all kinds, we can ensure true 
prosperity, prosperity of our minds and bodies, for generations to come.  

and sit down and do some research. So, 
we've got an area for that. And so, it 
all came together, and we couldn't be 
more pleased with how it turned out.”
They also opened up their new exhibit, 
Our Favorite Things, early for the Sho-
shone Language Fair. 
	 “It’s a staff-curated exhibit. 
The Comanche National Museum is 
home to over 8,000 different items, ar-
tifacts, fine art, textiles, photographs, 
but we don't have space for 8,000 
items,” 		
	 Taylor said. “So, a lot of it 
stays locked up in our secured collec-
tion area, and this was the opportunity 
to reach out to the staff here at the mu-
seum and turn them into exhibitors. So, 
they went and picked out their favorite 
things. And so, we've got just various 
different items in there that speak to 
the staff and things that they really en-
joyed seeing before or knowing that it 
was on the shelf and that it needed to 
be seen…You’re going to find artwork 
from Cynthia Clay. You know she sad-
ly passed away recently, and a number 
of her sculptures are in there, and art-
work from you know different…artists. 
We've got some Fort Sill school things 
in there, so it's a little bit of something 
for everybody, and so we just encour-
age everyone to come take a look.”
	 As for her favorite thing…
	 “We've got a life-size sculp-
ture done by Cynthia Clay, and that 

was one that we obtained years ago, 
and it's large…you have to have a des-
ignated space for it, and so this was 
the perfect opportunity to unveil that,” 
Taylor said. “There are some Fort Sill 
school things because I was part of the 
original Fort Sill school exhibit, where 
we actually went to the dorms. KCA al-
lowed us to go into the dorms to look 
for artifacts that people overlooked. By 
the time we got there, a lot of the things 
were gone, but there were things like 
books and in desks that were still avail-
able, so we were able to take those out 
and turn an exhibit, and so we've got 
some of those things. My father actu-
ally used to work at Fort Sill school, so 
I've got a special place for that school 
in my heart. And then lastly, I think my 
most favorite thing would be the Deyo 
Mission collection that we have there. 
As a child, I grew up going attending 
church at Deyo Mission, and I was bap-
tized by the late Robert Coffey. And so, 
I've got great memories of the elders 
in that church you know that's where 
I learned you know Comanche hymns 
and you know just a great time growing 
up being a church kid at Deyo Mission 
and so we've got some of the things in 
there and I'm really happy that we're 
able to…show this to the public.”
	 The 2025 Comanche Nation 
Fair will mark 18 years since the mu-
seum opened. 

MUSEUM
Continued from Page 1
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Programs
Family Assistance Center 
Domestic Violence Aware-

ness Activities

	 The Comanche Nation Fam-
ily Assistance Center presents sev-
eral events for October’s Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month:

•	 Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month Recognition, 8:30 
a.m. – 3:30 p.m. October 8 at 
the FISTA Building – 200 SW C 
Ave., Lawton, Oklahoma. Guest 
Speakers will be Detective Ed 
Mosier- Domestic Violence Unit 

– Oklahoma City Police Depart-
ment, and Shelley Miller- Direc-
tor of Native Alliance Against 
Violence.

•	 Domestic Violence in indig-
enous Communities from 5:30 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m., October 17 
at the Comanche Nation Com-
plex’s Watchetaker Hall, 584 
NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, Okla. 
A movie and light meal will be 
provided, along with an open 
discussion in recognition of 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month

	 Due to the sensitive and 
graphic nature of the content and the 
film’s rating, registration is restricted 
to individuals 17 years and older.

	 To register, call (580) 492-
3590. or email laura.gould@co-
manchenation.com 

Dallas Outreach Activities

	 The Comanche Nation Dal-
las Outreach Office has a list of activ-
ities during the month of November.

•	 October 1 – December 17 Winter 
Wear Drive:  Will accept coats, 
jackets, beanies, gloves, blankets

•	 October 19 – Elders Meeting 
– 1 p.m. – 4 p.m., 1269 Record 
Crossing Rd., Dallas 

•	 October 27 – Comanche Lan-
guage Class – 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., 
1269 Record Crossing Rd., Dal-
las

•	 November 8 – Health and Well-
ness Event – 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., 
1269 Record Crossing Rd., Dal-
las

•	 November 16- Thanksgiving 
Potluck . 3 p.m., - 6 p.m., 1269 
Record Crossing Rd., Dallas

•	 December 20 – Holiday Party. 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m., 1269 Record 
Crossing Rd., Dallas

	 The Dallas Outreach will 
have an information table at the fol-
lowing events:

•	 November 22 Austin Powwow 
and Native American Heritage 
Festival , 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., 
Travis County Expo Center, 7311 
Decker Lane, Austin, Texas

Adult Education
Student of the Month

Sally Tsoodle

Courtesy Photo

Tsoodle
	 Sally Tsoodle is 36 years 
old from Apache, Oklahoma.
	 She has 13 years of experi-
ence in the medical field. 
	 On July 10, she obtained her 
Phlebotomy certificate at Caddo Kio-
wa Technology Center in Fort Cobb, 
Okla. She was able to complete her 
educational goal with the help and 
support of the Comanche Nation 
Higher Education program.

	 Tsoodle finds fulfillment in 
taking care of elders and children 
when needed. Tsoodle has a genuine 
interest in being a healthcare profes-
sional.  
	 Tsoodle’s future plans are to 
use her medical skills for the Indian 
Health Service and retire as an expert 
phlebotomist!

Higher Education
Graduate

Student of the Month
James Shoemate

Courtesy Photo

Shoemate
	 James Shoemate is a gradu-
ate student at the University of New 
Mexico. Shoemate is currently en-
rolled in the College of Education's 
Educational Leadership Program 
to earn my Master's Degree in Edu-
cational Leadership. Through this 
program he will also be earning an 
administrative license along with his 
Master's degree. 
	 Shoemate hopes to be a 
school administrator in the near fu-
ture. He would also be interested 
in working in a leadership position 
within a school district. Shoemate 
hopes to continue to support students, 
families, and other academic com-
munities. Shoemate would also love 
the opportunity to support Native 
American and Indigenous communi-
ties through his work in an educa-
tional leadership role. 
	 Shoemate wants to thank the 
Comanche Nation Office of Higher 
Education for their continued support 
of his academic endeavors. He was 
fortunate enough to receive scholar-
ships when he was an undergraduate 
student and currently, as a graduate 
student. The Comanche Nation and 
the Office of Higher Education have 
provided him and his family with 
many great opportunities. 

Higher Education
Undergraduate

Student of the Month
Caroline Honea

Courtesy Photo

Honea
	 Caroline Honea is the 
daughter of Martha and Benjamin 
Honea. She is the granddaughter of 
the late Lavena and Benjamin Honea 
of Cache, Oklahoma. 
	 Honea currently attending 
the University of Oklahoma in Nor-
man, Okla.  I am majoring in Micro-
biology and Accounting. 
	 In the future, Honea hope 
to attend medical school and work in 
the medical field as an interventional 

radiologist. 
	 Some fun facts about Honea 
are that she used to play soccer and 
volleyball and she enjoys baking.
	 Honea would like to thank 
the Comanche Nation Higher Educa-
tion Department for their continued 
support towards her educational and 
professional goals.

Job Placement & Training
Student of the Month

Sarah Howry

Courtesy Photo

Howry
	 Sarah Howry is proud to be 
the granddaughter of Richard Leon 
Howry, whose legacy continues to 
inspire her personal journey.
	 Howry is a dedicated nurs-
ing student at Oklahoma City Com-
munity College (OCCC). Known for 
her empathy and compassion, she 
looks forward to bringing those qual-
ities into her future career in health-
care.
	 Inspired by a strong sense 
of service and care for others, she is 
eager to make a positive difference in 
the lives of patients and their fami-
lies.
	 Howry would like to thank 
the Comanche Nation Higher Educa-
tion Department for their continued 
support of her educational journey.

Office of Environmental Pro-
grams Encourages 

Community to Turn to a 
Greener Future

	 October 14 is international 
E-Waste day and it’s a reminder that 
every year millions of tons of elec-
tronic waste end up in landfills, re-
leasing harmful substances into the 
environment. You can make a differ-
ence by recycling, donating, or refur-
bishing old devices.
	 The Comanche Nation Of-
fice of Environmental encourages 
everyone to bring their e-waste to our 
office for proper disposal. Even one 
old phone or computer can help con-
serve resources and protect the planet.
For questions or more information, 
please call our office at (580) 492-
3754.

Eco-Friendly Fall Tips
	 Fall brings cooler weather 
and shorter days perfect for making 
small changes that help the environ-
ment. Here are a few eco-friendly 
ideas for the season:

• Switch to Energy-Saving Heating: 
Seal windows and doors, use pro-
grammable thermostats, and layer 
clothing to reduce energy use.

• Shop Local and Seasonal: Support 
Oklahoma farmers by enjoying local 
produce like pumpkins, apples, and 
sweet potatoes.

• Decorate Naturally: Use gourds, 
pumpkins, corn stalks, or other re-
usable items for Halloween and 
Thanksgiving decorations.

• Reduce Waste: Donate gently used 
clothes, decorations, and household 
items instead of throwing them away.

• Plant for the Future: Fall is a great 
time to plant native grasses or peren-
nials that will thrive in Oklahoma 
soil and help the local ecosystem.
	 Small eco-friendly steps can 
make a big difference for your fami-
lies and the planet. Enjoy the season 
sustainably!

Comanche Nation Police Department 
Participates in Firearm Training 

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

	 Officer and Range Master 
Lt. Christopher Kennedy said profi-
ciency with a firearm is a skill that di-
minishes if someone doesn’t practice. 
	 He is also a senior firearms 
instructor. 
	 “We've had officers with ex-
perience with guns, and then some-
times [there are] people that…they 
get into law enforcement and never 
handle a gun,” Kennedy said. “So, 
generally, when we get a new officer 
in, we'll take them to the range, do 
some familiarization and see where 
they are and kind of build from there.”
	 They also work on funda-
mentals.
	 “Obviously, we want to be 
a good shot, but [there are] also tac-
tics that go along with that,” he said. 

“With the qualifications…what we're 
doing is demonstrating proficiency. 
And if I have a shooter and some-
times people…lose a little bit of skill. 
And the job of the firearms instruc-
tors is to work with that shooter and 
get them up to that standard.”
	 Kennedy said watching of-
ficers improve is a good feeling.
	 “They don't feel good about 
not being able to shoot well,” he said. 

“And to be able to work with them 
and get them back up to where they 
need to be, it's the best.”
	 Kennedy said officers who 
attend the training must care about 
their positions.
	 “You don't just go to this 
class and come back to it with a certi-
fication,” he said. “You've got to put 
work in and really care about what 
you're doing.”
	 Kennedy said this creates 
officers who are skilled on the job 
when met with unfavorable circum-
stances. 

	 “You know, our guys are out 
there doing a job, and they are going 
to be met with deadly force,” he said. 	
	 “And when that happens, I 
want them to be the best, the absolute 
best they can possibly be to defend 
themselves or others…Our depart-
ment sets our qualification scores; we 
set the bar a bit higher. And that kind 
of goes along with it. I want our guys 
to be the best.”
	 Kennedy said they go by the 
cardinal safety rules.
	 “Treat every weapon as 
if it’s loaded. Finger off the trigger 
until you're ready to shoot. Know 
your target and what's beyond it, and 
don't point at anything that you don't 
intend to destroy,” he said. “And…
that's the cardinal safety rules. As far 
as storing firearms…store your fire-
arms unloaded, have them secured.”
	 Kennedy said that the public 
should store firearms safely, which 
includes safes and locks. 
	 “As a responsible gun own-
er, that's very important to store your 
firearms safely,” he said. “So, if you 
have kids or people in your house, 
those firearms aren't accessible. And 
another thing…is that if you have 
firearms and stuff, teaching firearm 
safety to your children and taking the 
mystery out of it. So, and I hate to say 
this…if a gun is found, it's not some-
thing like, ‘Ooh, what is this? Let's 
play with it, figure out what it is.”
	 He said he grew up around 
firearms and was always passionate 
about them.
	 Kennedy said the qualifica-
tions for law enforcement firearms do 
change to keep up with modern con-
ditions. 
	 The police department can 
be reached at (580) 492-3789. 

Story by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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COMANCHE 
NATION

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT

HOT LINE

(580) 919-1098

Comanche Academy Charter 
School 

Estimate of Needs 
Published as required by State Department

for Fiscal Year 2026 from its investment income to fund the Standing Sub-
committee on Internal Affairs had a total of 442 Yes votes (51) and a total of 
421 No votes (49%), passing by a total of 21 votes.

Voting on early /In-House Day:

	 Voters may cast their ballots for Early/In House Voting from 8 a.m. – 
5 p.m.  on October 24, at the polling site of their choice listed below:

•	 Comanche Nation Elderly Center - 1197 SW H Ave., Lawton

•	 Comanche Nation Complex Code Talker Room - 584 NW Bingo Rd., 
Lawton

Voting on Election Day

Voters may cast their ballots on Special Election Day from 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. on 
October 25 at the following polling sites:

•	 Lawton Polling Site: Comanche Nation Complex, 584 NW Bingo Rd., 
Lawton

•	 Oklahoma City Polling Site: Comanche Nation Outreach Office, 8014 N. 
Western Ave., Suite D, Oklahoma City

•	 Apache Polling Site: Comanche Nation Community Center, 309 Julia 
Mahseet Rd., Apache

•	 Anadarko Polling Site: Anadarko Outreach Office, 602 W. Virginia Ave., 
Anadarko

•	 Cache Polling Site: Cahoma Community Center, 752 NW Quanah Rd., 
Cache

•	 Walters Polling Site: Comanche Nation Community Center, 905 E. Mis-
souri St., Walters

For more information, contact the Comanche Nation Election Office at (580) 
492-3544.

VOTING
Continued from Page 1

The official September 20 Special Election voting results.

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page
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on a
Holiday Loan

Sweet Deal
Apply for our Holiday ‘Whatever’ Loan TODAY!

START HERE FSFCU.COM
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Red River Hotel Casino hosts the Red River 
Art and Music Festival

Comanche tribal Morgan Tosee leads the cultural heritage exhibition at the Red River Art 
and Music Festival in Devol, Oklahoma. Comanche Nation Princess Isabella Ramirez was in 
attendance and signed the Lord’s Prayer as part of the event. 

Comanche Nation artists showcase their 
work at the Red River Art and Music Festi-
val in Devol, Oklahoma. Comanche Red Riv-
er Hotel Casino held the event on September 
6. Over 20 vendor booths were set up for pa-
trons to shop. 

Olivia Komahcheet prepares for an early 
afternoon jam session at the Red River Art 
and Music Festival, put on by Comanche 
Red River Hotel Casino, in Devol, Oklaho-
ma. She would perform with her dad, Tra-
vis Komahcheet, for several hours before 
other bands took the stage. 

	 On September 6, Co-
manche Red River Hotel Ca-
sino hosted the Red River Art 
and Music Festival in Devol, 
Oklahoma. 
	 There were artist 
vendors, food trucks, live mu-
sic and cultural events for pa-
trons to enjoy.
	 Comanche Red River 
Hotel Casino Manager Shelby 
Mata said the event is impor-
tant for Comanche artists to 
exhibit their art and share the 
culture with visitors from Tex-
as, who make up over half the 
visitors. 
	 She said entertain-
ment came from the local area.
	 “So, a lot of it is get-
ting local suggestions; seeing 

what you know people around 
us want,” Mata said. “So, a 
lot of these bands are just 
from right here within Cotton 
County, Comanche County, 
and then the rest…are from a 
little farther out to bring in a 
different crowd to our venue.”
Planning for the festival began 
earlier this year, in April. 
	 “We've actually add-
ed the food trucks and some 
extra events for the kids, so 
we do have some bounce 
houses outside for them,” she 
said. “And then just overall, 
we have more vendors outside 
too, so people have a variety 
of things to shop from than 
what they didn't have in previ-
ous years.”

	 Mata said she’s 
thankful for everyone who 
had a hand in the event plan-
ning. 
	 “I just want to thank 
again all of our Comanche 
Nation entertainment team for 
making this happen, and all 
the support and love, because 
I couldn't do it by myself,” she 
said. “And then, of course, all 
the Comanche vendors out-
side because they put their life 
and dedication, talents into 
their crafts, so I'm very thank-
ful for them.”
	

New Pathways host a Four Winds 
Wellbriety Group 

Comanche Nation New Pathways hosted the Four Winds Wellbreity talking circle on Sat-
urday, September 20, at Watchetaker Hall. The event provided a safe space for community 
members to discuss various topics. 

	 New Pathways host-
ed a Four Winds Wellbriety 
Group talking circle on Satur-
day, September 20, at Watch-
etaker Hall. 
	 Facilitator Christo-
pher Martin said it’s a safe 
space for individuals to ex-
press themselves without be-
ing judged or creating conver-
sation between the group.
	 “Because the way it 
goes is we have a talking stick 
and whoever has that stick 
has the floor to express them-
selves however they feel they 
need to express themselves,” 
he said. “And we try to give 
them a topic and see if we can 
get everyone to go off the top-
ic. But a lot of the time…with 
our lives the way it is, we need 
to vent or let go of things that 
have happened maybe in the 
past week or so. So…we're 
not very rigid in saying this is 
the topic, you got to stick to it.”
	 Martin said they give 
an option to choose a topic 
from whitebison.org material, 
but it’s also a good time for 
them to express themselves 
from their hearts. 
	 He said a spiritual as-
pect is the core of recovery.
	 “So as far as gen-
erational trauma goes…for 
instance, the forceful removal 
of Indian children from their 
families years ago and placed 
into a boarding school situa-

tion where they weren't nur-
tured or shown love,” Martin 
said. “They grow up, and they 
don't know how to show that 
in their own family. And so, 
they just kind of perpetrate 
the same things they've gone 
through onto their own rela-
tives.”
	 He said he has been 
impacted by generational trau-
ma.
	 “My mom went to 
boarding school, and she 
grew up that way,” Martin 
said. “And today in my fam-
ily union, I have a hard time 
saying ‘I love you’ because I 
never heard it, never shared 
it with my mom and dad ver-
bally…They tried to show it 
in other ways: buying me stuff, 
spoiling me. And so as human 
beings, we need to have that 
nurturing aspect and know 
that we're loved, wanted, and 
worthy. But when we grow 
up from generational trauma, 
those things are absent from 
our lives…Wellbriety teaches 
us how to make a timeline of 
traumatic events and focus on 
our relationship with our high-
er power, our creator, who, in 
turn, from that, we tend to 
heal that generational trauma. 
And we start practicing those 
things until they become nor-
mal. And so maybe the next 
generation won’t have to suf-
fer the way we have.”

	 He said that with 
generational trauma, there are 
four main aspects of life.
	 “You have an emo-
tional life, a spiritual life, a 
physical life and a mental life,” 
Martin said. “All of those are 
what makes us, and we've suf-
fered. We’ve been harmed in 
those four areas, which in turn, 
we harm others in those same 
four areas: the mental, the 
physical, the spiritual and the 
emotional. And so, when we 
work the 12 steps of the medi-
cine wheel, and those bring us 
into say a balance or harmony 
with our creator and the world 
we live in. I think the genera-
tional trauma throws us out 
of balance. When we expe-
rienced chaos when we prac-
ticed those things that we grew 
up with.”
	 The Medicine Wheel 
and 12-step talking circle 
meet at 5:30 p.m. every Mon-
day at New Pathways Halfway 
House. Spirit Winds AA hosts 
its AA Big Book Study at 
5:30 p.m. every Wednesday at 
New Pathways, with a speaker 
meeting and potluck on the 
last Wednesday of the month. 
Events are open to the public, 
and anyone can join. 
	 More information 
can be found by calling Co-
manche Nation New Path-
ways at (580) 492-3752.

Story and Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Story and Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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Military News
Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

CIVA Activities 
72nd Annual Comanche 

Homecoming Celebration
 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association (CIVA) kicked off 
the 72nd Annual Comanche Home-
coming by serving as co-host for the 
Homecoming Powwow and Celebra-
tion. 
 Each morning a flag rais-
ing was conducted in honoring and 
remembering our WWI and WWII 
Comanche Code Talkers. U.S. Flags 
were placed around the area honoring 
the WWI Code Talkers and WWII 
Code Talkers. 
 During the three-day event, 
CIVA Veterans, Princess and Veter-
ans enjoyed gourd and social dancing 
at Sultan Park in Walters Oklahoma 
and the Comanche Homecoming 
Committee Honoring our WWI and 
WWII Comanche Code Talkers and 
for serving at co-host.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans raise the U.S. flag  
and places U.S. flags around the 
dance area in honor of the WWI 
and WWII Comanche Code Talk-
ers.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie leads 
the CIVA Veterans and Auxiliary 
in grand entry.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Vice-Commander Frankie 
Patterson serves as the Comanche 
Homecoming Honored Veteran.

CIVA 50th Anniversa-
ry Planning Committee 

Meeting
 On August 4, and on Sep-
tember 8, CIVA 50th Anniversary 
Planning Committee Meeting held 
their first meeting in the Patriot 
Room. 
 Prior to the meeting a prayer 
was given followed by a pot-luck 
dinner. After the meal, the Commit-
tee were briefed on the history of 
CIVA and how the organization was 
formed as a Nationally Chartered 
Veterans Organization and the origi-
nal members. 
 CIVA was Nationally Char-
tered on August 18, 1976, as a Vet-
erans Organization. An open discus-
sion on how to plan and coordinate 
CIVA 50th Anniversary as it was de-
cided there will be a banquet and a 
celebration and powwow as the dates 
will be determined.

CIVA 50th Anniversary 
Committee                        

Roger Tehauno-CIVA Commander                               
Suzanne Patterson-CIVA Auxiliary 
Leader
Kevin Pohawpatchoko-Committee 
Chairperson       
Roxie Kerchee-Committee member
Clifford Takawana-Committee mem-
ber                     
Linda Tehauno-Committee member
Monah Davis-CIVA Co-Chaplain                                   
Shirley Pohawpatchoko-Committee 
member
James Czernick-Committee member                          
LaNora Parker-Committee member
Wanda Czernick-Committee member 

Comanche Purple Heart 
Veterans    

  August 7, 2025, Nation-
al Purple Heart Day is to honor and 
remember the men and women who 
have been wounded or killed in ac-
tion while serving in the U.S. Mili-
tary.  
 “Being wounded or killed 
in any action against an ememy of 
the United States or as a result of 
an act of any such enemy or oppos-
ing armed forces” 
 Comanche Veterans have 
been awarded the Purple Heart, in-
cluding those who were killed in ac-
tion, died of combat wounds, died in 
captivity or were declared dead while 
missing in action. These 65 Numunu 
Warriors are:
World War I (8): 
Calvin Atchavit, Army; Gilbert Con-
woop, Army; Frank LeBarre, Army; 
Edward Nahquaddy Sr, Army; Sam-
uel Tabbytosavit, Army; Mikey Tah-
dooahnippah, Army; Cleveland Tah-
pay, Army; Jacob Wahkinney, Army
World War II 26 in action, two died 
of wounds:
Henry Conwoop, Army (Posthu-
mously); Eli Hosetosavit, Army 
(Posthumously); Thomas Chockpoy-
ah, Army (Posthumously) ; Melvin 
yers, Army (Posthumously); Henry 
Kosechata, Army (Posthumously); 
Johnnie Rivas, Army (Posthumous-
ly); Ben Trevino, Army (Posthu-
mously); Gilbert Vidana, Army (Post-
humously); Floyd Paddyaker, Army 
(Oak Leaf Cluster) ; Larry Saupitty, 
Army (Oak Leaf Cluster); Meech 
Tahsequah, (Oak Leaf Cluster); Law-
rence Tomah Jr, Army (Oak Leaf 
Cluster); Samuel Chahtinneyackque, 
Army; Clifford Chebahtah Sr, Ma-
rine Corps; Mead Chibitty, Army; 
Edward Louis Clark, Marine Corps; 
Lamont Howery, Army; Forrest Kas-
sanavoid, Army; Gilbert Monatoboy, 
Army; Perry Noyobad, Army; Wil-
bur Parker, Army; Ralph Pewewardy, 
Army; Henry Tomahsah, Army; Her-
bert Vidana, Army; Myers Wahnee Sr, 
Army & Air Force; Willis Yackeschi, 
Army
Korean War 5, one killed in action 
and one died in captivity: 
Meech Tahsequah, Army Air Force 
(Posthumously); Dennis Karty, Army 
died in captivity (Posthumously); 
Fernel Mihecoby, Army; Roderick 
Red Elk, Army; Edward Yellowfish, 
Army
Vietnam War 21, two killed in ac-
tion: 
Russell Pesewonit, Marine Corps 
(Posthumously); Robert Pahche-
ka, Marine Corps (Posthumously); 
Cloyce “Chuck” Choney, Army); 
Otto Tonips Jr, Marine Corps; Clif-
ford Chebahtah Jr, Marine Corps; 
Milton Codynah, Army; Lawrence 
Kassanavoid, Army; Charles Kau-
dle-Kaule, Marine Corps; Kenneth 
Looking Glass, Marine Corps; Luc-
ien Looking Glass, Marine Corps; 
Clifford Ototivo Jr, Marine Corps; 
Timothy Ototivo, Marine Corps; Le-
land Parker, Marine Corps; Joe Plata, 
Army; George Red Elk, Army; Philip 
Rogers Sr, Marine Corps; Richard 
Sapcutt, Marine Corps; Patrick Tah-
chawwickah, Army; Malcom Taunah, 
Marine Corps; Johnny Tiddark, 
Army; Ralph Wermy, Army 
Iraqi and Afghanistan War 5, one 
deceased, one killed in action: 
Joshua Ware, Marine Corps (Post-
humously); Charles Eatmon, Army; 

Christopher Chebahtah, Air National 
Guard ; Joseph Gonzalez, Army; Jef-
fery Almand, Air National Guard.
Note: Ten Comanches were killed 
in action, two died of wounds and 
one died in captivity; Tahsequah 
wounded thrice (KIA); Christo-
pher Chebahtah; Choney, Saupitty, 
Tomah Sr, Tonips, Paddyaker and 
Eatmon wounded twice; four fa-
ther, son, grandson wounded Clif-
ford Sr. (WWII), Clifford Jr. (Viet-
nam), Christopher Chebahtah 
(Iraq); fathers and sons wounded 
are Henry (WWI) and Gilbert 
Conwoop (WWII - KIA);  Forrest 
(WWII) and Lawrence Kassanav-
oid (Vietnam); Roderick (Korea) 
and George Red Elk (Vietnam);  
three sets of Brothers wounded are 
Gilbert (WWII - KIA) and Herbert 
Vidana (WWII); Lucien (Vietnam) 
and Kenneth Looking Glass (Viet-
nam); Clifford Jr. (Vietnam) and 
Timothy Ototivo (Vietnam).    

CIVA Veteran, Historian and 
Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame/
Hall of Honor Ambassador Serves 

as Guest Speaker
 On August 7, Dr. (Honor-
ary) SGM U.S. Army (Ret.) Lanny 
Asepermy served as a guest speaker 
for the Kiowa Tribe Veterans Office, 
Kiowa Tribe Purple Heart Day held 
at the Kiowa Tribal Complex in Car-
negie, Oklahoma.

Courtesy Photo

Dr. (Honorary) SGM U.S. Army 
(Ret.) Lanny Asepermy

August Monthly Meeting
 On August 7, CIVA held its 
monthly meeting. CIVA Secretary 
Dominic Pawlowski opened with a 
prayer followed by the Pledge of Al-
legiance led by CIVA Princess, Clara 
Yazzie. 
 Opening remarks were 
made by CIVA Commander, Rog-
er Tehauno as birthday recognitions 
were made to CIVA Commander 
Roger Tehauno, Kevin Pohawpat-
choko, and Lanny Asepermy along 
with CIVA Auxiliary member Dan-
ielle Tomah and Walter Torralba.  
 A meal was provided by 
CIVA Auxiliary Leader, Tavia Torral-
ba and Shirley Pohawpatchoko. After 
the meal a roll call was conducted by 
CIVA Secretary, Dominic Pawlowski 
as a quorum was established. 
 The July Monthly Minutes, 
Treasure Report and the Veterans and 
Auxiliary reports were presented and 
approved. Old Business and New 
Business were discussed along with 
planning for the CIVA Veterans Day 
Celebration and Powwow. 

Courtesy Photo

August birthday recognition to 
CIVA Veteran Kevin Pohawpat-
choko, CIVA Auxiliary member 
Danielle Tomah, Walter Torralba 
and CIVA Commander Roger Te-
hauno.

CIVA Serves as Co-Host and 
Color Guard for U.S. Air 

Force Veteran Phillip 
“BODIE” Wetselline 

Birthday Celebration Dance
 On August 9, CIVA was 
honored to be apart of Phillip “Bodie” 
Wetselline Birthday Celebration and 
Dance at the Comanche Community 
Center in Apache Oklahoma. 
 The morning started as the 
flag of U.S. Air Force Veteran Terry 

“Kraz” Wetselline was raised and lat-
er lowered. CIVA Veterans, Princess 
and Auxiliary enjoyed the Birthday 
Celebration Dance and wish Phil-
lip “Bodie” Wetselline a very Happy 
Birthday!

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans raise the flag of the 
late USAF Veteran Terry “Kraz” 
Wetselline. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie sing-
ing a Birthday Song to Phillip 

“Bodie” Wetselline.
CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie 

participate in Lawton’s 
Mayors City Address

 CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie 
was invited to participate in Lawton 
Mayor Stan Bookers 2025 State of 
the City Address held at the FISTA 
Innovation Park located in the Cen-
tral Mall. 
 This event highlighted the 
accomplishments of the youth from 
the Lawton/Fort Sill Communi-
ty. CIVA is very proud of our CIVA 
Princess representing our Comanche 
Veterans and the Comanche Nation. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie with 
the MacArthur High School 
JROTC. 

September Monthly Meeting
 On September 4, CIVA held 
its monthly meeting. CIVA Co-Chap-
lain Lymon Guy  opened with a 
prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by former Comanche 
Nation Jr. Princess, CIVA Princess 
and now Comanche Little Ponies 
Princess Arlene Schonchin.   
 Opening remarks were 
made by CIVA Commander, Rog-
er Tehauno as birthday recognitions 
were made to CIVA Veteran Richard 
Sapcut and CIVA Mascot Bob Plata. 
Birthday recognitions were also giv-
en to CIVA Veteran Jimmy Caddo 
and CIVA Auxiliary member Aurela 
Craig. 
 The meal was provided by 
CIVA Auxiliary Leader, Suzanne Pat-
terson and CIVA Auxiliary member 
Christine Plata. After the meal, hon-
ors were given to In Remembrance & 
Honor of Corporal James Querdibitty 
by CIVA Historian Lanny Asepermy.
 After the honors a roll call 
was conducted by CIVA Secretary, 
Dominic Pawlowski as a quorum 
was established. 
 The August  Monthly Min-
utes, Treasure Report and the Veter-
ans and Auxiliary reports were pre-
sented and approved. Old Business 
and New Business were discussed 
along with planning for the CIVA 
Veterans Day Celebration and Pow-
wow. 

Courtesy Photo

September birthday recognition to 
CIVA Veteran Richard Sapcut and 
CIVA Mascot Bob Plata being held 
by CIVA Commander Roger Te-
hauno. Not pictured CIVA Veteran 
Jimmy Caddo and CIVA Auxiliary 
member Aurela Craig.

Courtesy Photo

A family member of the late Corpo-
ral James Querdibitty.

Color Guard Kiowa Tribe 
Liaison Office for Veterans 

Affairs Pow-wow
 On November 13,  CIVA 
was invited by the Kiowa Tribe Li-
aison Office for Veterans Affairs to 
serve as one the Color Guards during 
their annual pow-wow. During the 
pow-wow, CIVA Veterans, Princess 
and Auxiliary enjoyed the honoring’s 
and social dancing. 

Comanche Veteran to be 
Inducted into the Oklaho-
ma Military Hall of Fame

 Comanche Vietnam Veteran 
First Lieutenant Michael Waddle will 
be inducted into the Oklahoma Mil-
itary Hall of Fame on November 1, 
2025, during the 26 Annual Induction 
Ceremony.  Congratulations to First 
Lieutenant Waddle for being selected 
to receive this high honor. 
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1st Lt. Michael Waddle

 Michael Waddle, 1LT USA 
1966-69, served during the Vietnam 
War as a Platoon Leader with Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry, 
3rd Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division 
for 10 months and 29 days, based in 

Calling for All Former 
CIVA Princess

 To all former CIVA Prin-
cesses, please contact CIVA Auxil-
iary member Linda Tehauno at (580) 
678-2468 or by email veloiswhite-
feather@yahoo.com . CIVA is in the 
planning stages for their 50th Anni-
versary events. Thank you!

Comanche Nation Veteran 
information is needed

 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association are continuing 
to update the Comanche Veterans 
Master List. If you are an Honorably 
Discharged Veteran and you would 
like your military service updated 
and documented, please email Kev-
in Pohawpatchoko at k_pohawpat-
choko@yahoo.com. Your military 
service history, documents, records, 
photographs and your DD-214 will 

be forwarded to Dr. Bill Meadows, 
Missouri State University, Depart-
ment of Sociology-Anthropology/
Native American Studies. He and 
his staff will digitize your military 
documents as we will update our 
Comanche Veterans Master List. Our 
Comanche Veterans military histo-
ry and documents received will also 
help in the event of a Veterans pass-
ing. In closing, this is voluntary for 
the Comanche Nation Veterans and 
their families.  Thank you!

I Corps area in and around Hue and 
Phu Bai and also in the Saigon, Me-
kong Delta, Iron Triangle and Cam-
bodia boarder areas of operations, 
fought in 5 campaigns, awarded 
the Silver Star for action on August 
26, 1969, his citation reads in part 

“On this date the fourth platoon 
was on a reconnaissance mission 
when its point element suddenly 
came under heavy attack from a 
well-concealed North Vietnamese 
Army squad. As the initial hail of 
automatic weapons and rocket fire 
fell on the platoon’s position, LT 
Waddle crawled from position to 
position to direct return fire and 
give words of encouragement. LT 
Waddle fearlessly led his platoon in 
a counter attack against an aggres-
sive enemy and overran the hostile 
elements. Pausing long enough to 
search for intelligence material, LT 
Waddle continued to lead his men 
on toward to another suspected 
enemy stronghold. After several 
hours of searching, the fourth pla-
toon was again taken under fire by 
enemy automatic weapons, rocket 
and mortar fire. During the initial 
barrage, two squads were pinned 
down and sustained heavy casu-
alties. Although outnumbered, LT 
Waddle courageous and efficiently 
organized his platoon into a defen-
sive position. After he called for air 
strikes and after their completion, 
he again led his platoon in a fero-
cious ground attack on enemy posi-
tions, completely overrunning and 

routing the enemy.” 
 His awards include the 
Combat Infantryman and Parachut-
ists Badges, Bronze Star (2), Army 
Commendation, National Defense 
Service, Vietnam Service with 1 Sil-
ver Star, Vietnam Gallantry Cross w/
Palm and Vietnam Campaign with 
1960 Device and 1 Overseas Bar, 
graduated from the Infantry Officer 
Candidate School and was commis-
sioned as a Second Lieutenant on 
April 17, 1967 – earned the honorary 
title of Numu Pukutsi.
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Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday

September 14 - Linda Lee 
Tiddark 
September 25 - Nevaeh Re-
nee Lynn Gonzalez

Happy Birthday! 

October - Jedidiah
October 1 - Ariyah Harjo 
“Happy, happy sweet 16th 
birthday to our  Ariyah Leigh 
Harjo, have a blessed day from 
the family of Mikayla Cozad.”
October 1 - EJ Cable
October 3 - Jodi Star Cable
October 5 - Gabriel Johnson 
“Happy Birthday Dad. From 
your girls, Shay, Lily, Angel. 
October 6 - Harry Anthony 
Nauni
October 6 -  Llori Hemi-
nokeky Goombi “Happy 
Birthday! Love, your whole 
family!” ♥
October 7 - Maria Ray Lynn 
Dingman
October 8 - Camila Rodri-
guez
October 12 - Betty Lou 
Chasenah
October 13 - Jason Sullivan
October 13 - Dawn Tahchaw-
wickah
October 19 - Jaylee Anderson
October 21 - Mona “Cisty” 
Kahrahrah Foye
October 23 - Sarah Mikayah 
Valdez
October 25 - Tiffany Akoneto 
Allen
October 25 - Philip Gilliam
October 27 - Dakota Gomez
October 27 - Jordan Muncy
October 28 - Minnie Mon-
etathchi Tahdooahnippah 
“From Forrest & Brianna Tah-
dooahnippah”
October 29 - Aleesia Wah-
hahrockah
October 30 - Barney Tiddark 
“Happy Birthday, Brother! 
Sister Rose loves you!”

The Comanche Nation 
News

November Edition 
Deadline:

October 15
Email:

pio@comanchenation.com
or 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.
com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Congratulations to the 
Newlyweds!

Joseph and Rosalinda Tahsequah.
Married September 22, 2025 in the 
Comanche Nation Court located at 
the Comanche Nation Headquarters 

in Lawton, Okla.  

Happy Belated Birthday
Linda Lee Tiddark

September 14
~ Happy Birthday Baby, ♥ u! Auntie 

Rose.

Rusty and Karen Coffey
October 12, 2002

Celebrating 23 years of Marriage!

In Loving Memory
Happy Heavenly 

Birthday

Robert Baldwin Parker
October 10

Happy Birthday
Dakota Gomez

October 27

Happy Birthday
Mona “Cisty” Kahrahrah Foye

~ U Kamakutu Nu
October 21

Happy 2nd Birthday
Jodi Star Cable

October 3
~ We love and cherish you! Love, 

Mom and Dad Geramey Cable and 
Denessa Little Axe.

Happy 16th Birthday
Ariyah Harjo

October 1
~ Happy Sweet 16! We love you so 
much! Love Dad, Baby Dee and 

Steph.

Happy 9th Birthday
EJ Cable
October 1

~ We love and cherish you! Love, 
Mom and Dad Geramey Cable and 

Denessa LittleAxe.

Happy Birthday
Jaylee Anderson

October 19

Happy Birthday
Camila Rodriguez

October 8
~ Happy Birthday Mila! From Ka-
koo, Ariane, Christian and Daddy!

Happy Birthday
Jedidiah
October

Happy Birthday
Jason Sullivan

October 13

Happy Birthday
Sarah Mikayah Valdez

October 23

Happy Birthday
Maria Ray Lynn Dingman

October 7

Happy Belated Birthday
Nevaeh Renee Lynn Gonzalez

September 25

Happy Birthday
Betty Lou Chasenah

October 12

Happy Birthday
Jordan Muncy

October 27
~ Happy Birthday Sweetheart. ♥ 

Nana - Popa - Uncle David. Happy Birthday
Philip Gilliam

October 25
~ Love Mom and Ariane. 

Happy Birthday
Dawn Tahchawwickah

October 13
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Obituaries
Gerald "Jerry" Ward

Courtesy Photo

Ward
 Gerald "Jerry" Ward, 61, af-
fectionately known as Jerry, passed 
away on March 9, 2025. He was born 
on December 15, 1963, to Preston 
and Janice Sue (Terasaz) Ward, and 
throughout his life, he was admired 
for his kind heart and spirit.
 He is survived by his broth-
er Ron Terasaz and sister, Kimberly 
Kassaw, along with a host of rela-
tives and friends who will miss him 
dearly.
 Rest in peace, Jerry. Your 
memory will live on in our hearts

Pamela Pebeahsy

Courtesy Photo

Pebeahsy
 Pamela was born to Gloria 
Jean Miller and Roland (Corkey) 
Gokey Pebeahsy in Lawton Oklaho-
ma on July 9, 1974.
 Pebeahsy was the youngest 
of four children Traci Renee Tenni-
mon (Tom), Tammie Renee Pebe-
ahsy-Price (James) and Milton Lem-
uel Pebeahsy.
 She graduated from Law-
ton High. She traveled and settled 
in Luling, Texas. Pebeahsy had five 
beautiful children Samantha Diane 
Price-Pebeahsy, Kendra Shawn Vice 
(David), Kayla Marie Salinas (Ju-
lian), Kyla Lee Valdez and Michael 
Anthony Price (Erica)
 Pebeahsy loved all her 
grandchildren Graceleigh, Rosland, 
Julian, Julius, Bailee, Adanis, Julis-
sa, Autumn and Lucas. they all loved 
their NaNa.
 She was preceded in by both 
grandparents on both sides and her 
father Roland G. Pebeahsy.

Ronald Chasenah

Courtesy Photo

Chasenah
 Ronald Chasenah, 73, 
passed away sadly on August 12, 
in Lawton. Chasenah was born on 
March 30, 1951, to John Harold & 
Jeanette (Pohlemann) Chasenah in 

Lawton, Oka. He was a welder in his 
younger years, worked as a mover at 
Affiliated Van Lines, did shirt print-
ing at Artworks and Rainbow Shirt 
Company with his brother, Lew-
is Chasenah, and he loved to play 
hand games. He was a proud and 
full blood member of the Comanche 
Nation Tribe of Oklahoma. He was a 
member of the Comanche Spur Hand 
Game team, a member of the Native 
American Church and a member of 
the Petarsy United Methodist Church 
where he attended church.
 Chasenah was raised by 
his uncle, Garrett “Boysi” Connah-
vichnah in Richard Spur on his late 
mother’s allotment. He made his 
home near Meers, Oklahoma on 
Wolf Road with his late wife, Mari-
Lou Chasenah. When Chasenah was 
young his uncle saved him from a 
house fire. From then on, his un-
cle took care of him. He attended 
school at Stony Point and then went 
to Chilocco Indian School where he 
graduated.
 He is survived by his daugh-
ter: Phyllis Chasenah and Tom Bea-
ver, Lawton; son Ronald Jay (April) 
Chasenah, Lawton and Mickey 
Chasenah, Chattanooga; nine grand-
children: Nathan, Sidney, Chico, 
Rico, Margarita, Garrett, Soloman, 
Dinah, and Alex; and many great 
grandchildren.
 Chasenah is the 3rd to oldest 
son of the Late John Chasenah and 
Jeanette Connahvichnah Pohlemann. 
He has six brothers: John Chasen-
ah, Jr. of Lawton, Gerald Chasenah, 
Weatherford, Gary Chasenah, Rich-
ard Spur, Donald Chasenah, Lawton, 
Kenneth (Pam) Chasenah, Cache, 
Tom (Amy) Chasenah, Lawton; two 
sisters: Mary June Chasenah, Law-
ton, Linda (Larney) Silverhorn, Rich-
ard Spur; 33 nieces and nephews; 
Auntie-Moms: Marlene Cooper, Ani-
ta Johnson, and Ruth Toahty; uncles: 
Galon (Melanie) Motah; other broth-
ers: Edmund Nevaquaya and Larry 
(Sonja) Liles; another sister: Gayle 
Bearshield.
 He is preceded in death by 
his father: John Harrold Chasenah, 
Sr.-U.S. Navy Veteran; mother: Jea-
nette Connahvichnah Pohlemann; 
son: Marvin Chasenah, son of Leslie 
Youngman; grandparents: Arthur and 
Emma Eckiwardy Chasenah; Lou-
is Connahivichnah and Mary Pow-
witipe Mocho, Grandma Old Lady 
Connahvichnah; two uncles: Garrett 
Boysi Connahvichnah -Native Amer-
ican Church member-Peyote Man and 
Phillip McCloud-Shoshone; aunties: 
Joyce Gooday, Sandy Karty, Carol 
Motah; Phyllis and Ronalds mother, 
Dinah Poolaw; brothers: Lewis Mor-
gan Chasenah, Frankie Lee Chasenah, 
Timothy Wayne Chasenah; grandson: 
Russell Boysi Black son of Sierra 
Silverhorn-Chasenah.

Byron Apauty

Courtesy Photo

Apauty
 Byron went to be with the 
Lord on August 22, with his fami-
ly by his side. He was born on No-
vember 5, 1957, in Lawton to Ralph 
Ferguson and Eva Lois (Kopaddy) 
Apauty. Apauty was a member of the 
Comanche Nation and descendent of 
the Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma. He 
grew up in the Cache area. He went 
to Culinary Arts School and was on 
the honor roll at OSU. He married 
Patricia "Baby Doll" Tiddark on No-

vember 5, 1990. He loved watching 
sports, playing softball and spending 
time with his "Baby Doll,” his son, 
Ryan and grandsons, Jimi and Kev-
in. Some of his favorite hobbies was 
carving walking sticks, fishing and 
singing.
 He is survived by his only 
son: Ryan (Red) Tahdooahnippah; 
two grandsons: Jimi and Kevin Tah-
dooahnippah; sisters: Eva Mae Au-
tunez and Ernistine Kopaddy; as well 
as many loved ones.
 He is preceded in death by 
his loving wife: Patricia "Baby Doll" 
(Tiddark) Apauty; mother: Eva Lois 
Kopaddy; sister: Adaline Horn.

Cynthia "Sia" Ann Clay 

Courtesy Photo

Clay
 Cynthia "Sia" Ann Clay, 
was born on October 23, 1949, in 
Lawton, Oklahoma to William Barge 
Bradley, Jr and Weckeah Roberta 
Claire Bradley. Clay passed away on 
August 31, in Missouri surrounded 
by family. She was a proud member 
of the Comanche Nation Tribe. Clay 
was a celebrated multi-media artist, 
baker, Bob Dylan fan, and Scrabble 
player who struck fear in the hearts 
of her opponents. Her artwork has 
been exhibited in galleries from San-
ta Fe, New Mexico to Paris, France. 
She participated in and placed at Red 
Earth Festivals. She fondly recalls 
memories of travelling to and living 
in Germany with her family. She also 
lived in Connecticut and New Mex-
ico, eventually returning to Lawton, 
Oklahoma, where she resided at the 
Edith Kassanavoid Gordon Assisted 
Living Center. She had special re-
lationships with all of her caregiv-
ers and was especially connected to 
Jeanette Kinnaird, Benny Cable, and 
Seth Pleasant. She recently moved to 
Camdenton, Missouri with her loving 
daughter Emilie, son-in-law Scott, 
and Grandson Parker.
 Clay is survived by one sis-
ter: Hawana Huwuni Townsley (Da-
vid); nephews, Ian Mahksu Ready 
(Erinn), Zack Tumahkupa Jackson 
(Jill), 3 daughters: Eldest Daugh-
ter, Weyodi OldBear Wuratsaakupu 
(Robert), granddaughter Weckiai 
Rannila (Elias), great granddaugh-
ter Rosalind Weckiai Rannila, 
granddaughter Wynnona Wunuru 
West (Kit), great grandchild River 
June West, and grandchild Weyodi 

"Woody" OldBear. Middle Daughter, 
Tsaina Figueroa, grandchildren An-
gel Luis Figueroa, III, Leo Figueroa. 
Youngest Daughter, Emilie Putsi 
Wood, (Scott); grandchild Parker. 
Nieces and Nephews: Susan, Steve, 
Angel, Phaedra, and Caitlin. And 
many dear lifelong friends. And she 
always had a special place in her 
heart for baby Joey.
 She is preceded in death by 
her parents: William Barge Bradley, 
Jr of Lawton and Weckeah Rober-
ta Claire Bradley; her partner Leo 
Sanchez, siblings Robert Stanwood 
Bradley, Robert Dale Bradley, Ron-
ald Bradley, and Linda Bradley. And 
by her beloved "Gran" Alice Topese-
up Parker Purdy.

Karen Sue Niedo 

Courtesy Photo

Niedo
 Karen Sue Niedo, passed 
away on September 9, in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. She was born on Feb-
ruary 26, 1958, to Margie Niedo in 
Lawton, Okla. She attended Walter's 
grade school and then later Fort Sill 
Indian School, Lawton, Oklahoma. 
She was a member of the Comanche 
Nation Tribe of Oklahoma.
 She is survived by two 
brothers: Dennis Niedo and Ron Nie-
do; Three sons: Larry Valdez, Terry 
Poemoceah, Eric Poemoceah; one 
daughter: Tasha Poemoceah.
 She is preceded in death by 
her maternal mother: Margie Nie-
do; Mom: Velma Valdez; Dad: Max 
Valdez; grandmother: Lizzie Poem-
oceah; brother: Leslie Keith Niedo; 
son: Kelly Valdez.

Marion Creepingbear

Courtesy Photo

Creepingbear
 Marion was born to Marion 
Leonard Creepingbear and Vivian 
Attocknie on February 20, 1978, in 
Stillwater, Oklahoma. Creepingbear  
passed away on September 11, in 
Oklahoma City. He attended High 
School in Prague, Oklahoma, and 
later attended Okmulgee State Tech 
where he took culinary arts to be-
come a chef. He loved to cook for ev-
eryone and was an avid Redskin fan. 
He was a member of the Comanche 
Nation and a descendent of the Paw-
nee, C&A and Otoe Tribes.
 He is survived by his broth-
er: Nasharo Creepingbear; sister: 
Valerie Rucker; nieces and nephews: 
Carrly Wahnee, Caleb Creepingbear, 
Taylor Creepingbear, Patrick Alan 
Shields, Jordan Shields and Demetri-
us Shields; grand nephews and niec-
es: Jeremiah Baby June (Demetrius 
Shields-Dent) and Adliyah Shields-
Dent.
 He is preceded in death 
by his son: Anakin Creepingbear; 
sister: LaCota Attocknie; brother: 
Patrick Newton Shields; mother: 
Vivian "Ann" Attocknie; Father: 
Marion Leonard Creepingbear; many 
Attocknie aunts, uncles and cousins.

Adrian Gooday 

Courtesy Photo

Gooday 

 Adrian Gooday, departed 
this life peacefully at home and en-
tered into the presence of his Heav-
enly Father on September 12. 
 On March 30, 1965, he was 
born a precious gift to his parents, 
Cloyd and Joyce Connivichnah Goo-
day, completing their family as the 
youngest child. He was blessed to 
share his life with his beloved wife, 
Janetta Ann Gooday. Their journey 
together began in September 1998, 
and their union was sealed in mar-
riage on June 22, 2005. 
 He attended the Elgin Pub-
lic School System and graduated 
with the Class of 1984. As a senior, 
he proudly qualified for State in 
Track & Field. During these years, 
he discovered his love for football, 
a passion that grew into a lifelong 
devotion to his favorite team, the 
Oklahoma Sooners. Gooday was one 
of their most loyal fans, cheering on 
every sport, but especially football. 
He lived life with energy and spirit. 
He was an avid hunter, skilled animal 
skinner, fisherman, and archer. One 
of his favorite memories was catch-
ing a shark in Hawaii while on his 
honeymoon. He was also known lo-
cally as a sharp pool player, earning 
the reputation of a true "pool shark." 
Among his favorite pastimes was 
spending time at the casino, where 
he enjoyed both the games and the 
company around him. 
 Gooday devoted his life in 
service to his family, his tribe, and 
the Lord with great strength and hu-
mility. His generous spirit and help-
ing hands were a blessing to many. 
He was often called upon by indi-
viduals, tribes, and communities to 
share his sacred gift and knowledge 
of the Ft. Sill Apache song and dance, 
carrying forward traditions that hon-
or both his people and the Creator. 
He was a very sweet and thoughtful 
husband, whose love and devotion 
will be remembered always. 
 As a younger brother, he 
carried himself with deep respect 
toward his older siblings, honoring 
the bond of family with gratitude and 
care. The Gooday family has long 
been an important part of the history 
of the American Indian Exposition in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. For almost 60 
years, he faithfully took part in ev-
ery Expo Parade, and following the 
passing of his father, he was honored 
to be named the lifetime Tribal Prin-
cess Director. Among his proudest 
moments were watching his three 
daughters—Naiyah, Nzhune', and 
Soonts—carry forward tradition by 
holding the prestigious title of Ft. Sill 
Apache Princess. 
 He is survived by his be-
loved wife, Janetta Ann of the home; 
his cherished daughters, Ni'vynuaka 
Poemoceah, Thoseyah Poemoceah 
and Companion Colt Taylor, Woyu-
kudoy Poole and husband Daniel, 
Naiyah Gooday, Nzhune' Gooday, 
and Soonts Gooday; and his devoted 
sons, Tristian Tissychy and Robert 
Tissychy. He also leaves behind his 
brothers, Byron Gooday and wife 
Marion, and Keith Gooday and wife 
Jerrie. Gooday's legacy continues 
through his many treasured grand-
children, as well as numerous aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
 He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Cloyde Gooday Sr. and 
Joyce Connivichnah Gooday; his 
sisters, Claudia Salazar and Thoma-
sine Boyd; his brother, Inman 'Buggy' 
Gooday Jr.; and Son-in-Law, Allen D. 
Armstrong. 
 Though our beloved Goo-
day is no longer with us in presence, 
the light of his love, kindness, and 
joy continues to shine in the memo-
ries we carry. Each laugh, each gentle 
word, and every shared moment has 
left an imprint on our lives that time 
cannot erase. He taught us to enjoy 
the simple moments, to be kind to 
others and take care of one another. 
Though we will miss his light teasing, 
caring personality and cultural guid-
ance, we find comfort in knowing 
that his spirit lives on in each of us. 
May we celebrate a life well-lived, 
honor the love he shared, and carry 
his memory forward in our hearts, al-
ways.
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Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers

More Than Banking, It’s Family!
877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

COMANCHE NATION
ADDRESS UPDATES

You may now update your address 
with Enrollment by going to the 

enrollment page at 
www.comanchenation.com 

and clicking on the Online Form 
or call (580)492-3371 

for other enrollment related 
questions.

Scan Here 
To Learn More

This month’s financial tip 
brought to you by

Financial Planning: 
Holiday Spending

Now is a good time to start holiday planning to help 
prevent any last-minute budget breaking purchases. 

Set a specif     holiday budget for:
• Halloween decorations, parties, and costumes
• Thanksgiving meal and travel
• Christmas gifts, travel, and parties
• New Year’s Eve parties 
 

ic Look for ways to save by: 
• DIY costumes 
• DIY decorations
• Costume swaps 
 

Set aside a small amount each week 
to build a reserve and be less reliant on credit. 

 
 Make a plan to help you have a less stressful 

holiday season and not derail your long-term financial goals.  
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COME PLAY WITH US COME PLAY WITH US 
THIS OCTOBER!THIS OCTOBER!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com


