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Preserving Tribal
Homes: The
Importance of
Housing
Rehabilitation
Programs

Submitted by Nora Sovo/Comanche
Nation housing Authority

Native Americans living on
Tribal land face some of the most se-
vere housing needs across the U.S. A
report by the National Low Income
Housing Coalition indicates that fam-
ilies living on Tribal lands are almost
five times more likely to live in poor
housing conditions, five times more
likely to live without basic plumbing
and 1,200 times more likely to live in
homes with heating issues compared
to the general population.
Such statistics  highlight
the need for housing rehabilitation
programs in Tribal communities.
Fortunately, for Comanche Nation,
Comanche Nation Housing Author-
ity (CNHA) offers solutions to these
critical conditions.
To address this acute hous-
ing issue, CNHA offers three different
categories of housing rehabilitation
through their Home Improvement
Program. These services are designed
to ensure that homes remain safe, liv-
able and energy-efficient, helping
families thrive in stable housing con-
ditions.
. Category A: Emergency Re-
pairs

This category addresses urgent re-
pairs that are essential for the imme-
diate safety and habitability of homes.
Services include fixing plumbing is-
sues like water line breaks and sewer
backups, resolving heating or cooling
system failures during extreme tem-
peratures, repairing major electrical
problems and installing handicap ac-
cessibility features such as ramps and
accessible bathrooms.

. Category B: Life Safety Re-
pairs

Focusing on critical repairs that en-
hance the overall safety of the home,
this category covers issues like leak-
ing faucets, faulty lighting fixtures,
hot water heater repairs or replace-
ments, sub-floor repairs, roof leaks,
broken exterior doors and window
glass replacements. These repairs
ensure that homes meet essential life
and safety building code standards.

. Category C: Quality of Life
Renovations

Aimed at improving the overall qual-
ity of life within the home, this cat-
egory includes renovations such as
handicap accessible bathrooms with
wider doorways, easy-access show-
ers and handicap ramps. These modi-
fications are designed to enhance the
comfort and usability of the home for
occupants with disabilities.

By investing in housing re-
habilitation, CNHA is not only pre-
serving individual homes but also
strengthening the Comanche Nation
community as a whole. Research
shows that improving housing qual-
ity leads to significant health benefits,
including a reduced risk of infectious
diseases, chronic illnesses, injuries
and developmental issues in children
(County Health Rankings). Well-
maintained homes promote better
overall health, enhance energy effi-
ciency and improve the quality of life
for Tribal members.

Beyond improving living
conditions, these rehabilitation ef-
forts stimulate local employment and
economic growth. By providing work
for skilled laborers, contractors and
tradespeople, CNHA supports job

See HOUSING, Page 3

sion.

COMMUNITY GARDEN. Mary Motah, Katie Topaum, Rosalind Asetamy, Donzetta Burgess-Ikner and
Verna Burgess work in the community garden, Numunu Tumusupn, May 20, at Fort Sill Indian School.
They have grown corn, beans, watermelon, potatoes, squash and other foods for Comanche tribal members.
The language department blessed the garden, and they also sang. Those interested can join in the morning
and evening hours. There’s also another garden, Taakits Tiemusupn, at the Comanche Nation Tax Commis-

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Low Voting Totals for 2025 Election;
Runoff Election Set for
June 13 and June 14

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

A total of 840 Comanche
tribal voters took time to cast their
ballots the weekend of May 16,
which is a recent all-time low. The
voting average is around 1,350, re-
spectively, in past elections, making
this year's general election an esti-
mated 510 fewer voters than average.

The lead voting group was
the absentee voters, of which 418
mailed in their votes, followed by
voters at the Comanche Nation Com-
plex with 77 voters on May 16, and
103 voters on May 17. Next highest
is the Lawton area with 97 voters
on May 16, followed by Cache (68
voters), Oklahoma City (22 voters),
Walters (20 voters), Anadarko (20
voters), and Apache (15 voters).

The voting results for the

Comanche Business Committee
(CBC) positions are:

CBC No. 1: Hazel Tahsequah ran un-
opposed.

CBC No. 2: Darrel Koseche-
quetah total votes were 196 (24.05%);
Dava Fratello had a total of 127 votes
(15.58%); Janet Saupitty total votes
were 184 votes (22.58%); Shay
Wells total votes were 43 (5.28%)
and Gene Sovo total votes were 265
(32.52%). There will be a runoff be-
tween Sovo and Kosechequetah.

The voting results for the
tribal attorney:

Mike McBride 234 votes
(29.51%); Lindsay Dowell 54 votes
(6.81%); Wilson Pipestem 360 votes
(45.40%); Mark Echo Hawk 114
votes (14.38%); and Sarai Cook 31
votes (3.91%). There will be a runoff
between Pipestem and McBride.

Board:

Aaron Nevaquaya 376 votes
(23.95%); Michelle Nevaquaya 463
votes (29.49%); Charlotte Niyah 312
votes (19.87%); and Nancy Nauni
419 votes (26.69%). All candidates
will sit on the Election Board.

Question No. 1, the Co-
manche Sacred Leadership Youth
Institution failed by a vote of 329
“Yes’ votes (40.67%) and 480 ‘No’
votes (59.33%.), and the CBC sala-
ries failed by a vote of 394 ‘Yes’
votes (48.17%) and 424 ‘No’ votes
(51.83%.)

All of the program budgets
passed with various totals.

The top five highest ap-
proved budgets are Burial Assis-
tance Program with 786 ‘Yes’ votes
(96.09%) and 32 ‘No’ votes (3.91%);
Bereavement Assistance had 784
“Yes’ votes ( 94.92%) and 42 ‘No’
votes (5.08%); Optometry/Prescrip-
tion Assistance had 783 ‘Yes’ votes
(94.91%) and 42 ‘No’ votes (5.09%);
the Per Capita Distribution had a to-
tal of 767 ‘Yes’ votes (94.57%) and
44 ‘No’ votes (5.43%); and the El-
der Payment had a total of 774 “Yes’
votes (94.39%) and 46 ‘No’ votes
(5.61%).

The top five lowest voting
results are the Shoshone Reunion
with 501 “Yes’ votes (61.47%) and
314 ‘No’ votes (38.53%); Ques-
tions No. 2: Standing Subcommit-
tee for Internal Affairs with 474
“Yes’ votes (59.47%) and 323 ‘No’
votes (40.53%); Amendment A:
Business Committee with 459 “Yes’
votes (57.45%) and 340 ‘No’ votes

(42.55%); Question No. 3: 20% Fund
to Land from Economic Develop-
ment with 461 “Yes’ votes (57.05%)
and 347 ‘No’ votes ( 42.95%); and
the Chairman’s Salary with 459 ‘Yes’
votes (55.98%) and 361 ‘No’ votes

(44.02%).

Run-Off Election

A runoff election is sched-
uled for June 14, with early voting
being June 13 at the Comanche Na-
tion polling sites.

Early voting will be 8 a.m.

— 5 p.m. on June 13, at the Coman-

che Nation Complex’s Code Talker

Conference Room and at the Dorothy

Sunrise Lorentino Education Build-
ing’s James Cox Auditorium.
Regular voting will be 8

a.m. - 6 p.m. on June 14 at the fol-

lowing sites:

e  Comanche Nation Complex, 584
NW Bingo Rd., Lawton, Okla-
homa

e  Comanche Nation Outreach Of-
fice in Oklahoma City, 8014 N.
Western Ave., Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma

e  Comanche Nation Community
Center in Apache, 309 Julia
Mahseet Rd., Apache, Oklaho-
ma

e  Comanche Nation Outreach Of-
fice in Anadarko,602 W. Virgin-
ia, Anadarko, Oklahoma

*  Cahoma Building in Cache, 752
NW Quanah Rd., Cache, Okla-
homa

e  Comanche Nation Community
Center in Walters, 905 E. Mis-
souri St., Walters, Oklahoma.

Remember to bring a valid
ID or CDIB and ex-

The vot-
ing results for
the Election
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American Legion
Post dedicated to

Lt. Col. Meech
Tahsequah

Story by Natascha Mercadante/News
Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News taff
The Lawton/Ft. Sill Chamber of Com-
merce and the daughter of the late
Meech Tahsequah, Paula Neubauer,
cut the ribbon to open the Meech Tah-
sequah American Legion Post.

On May 21, the American
Legion Post in Lawton, Oklahoma,
was dedicated to Lt. Col. Meech Tah-
sequah.

Comanche Indian Veter-
ans Association (CIVA) Commander
Roger Tehauno said it was an impor-
tant day.

“That's the first American
Legion that's ever been named after
a Comanche veteran,” he said. “And
it's kind of like an important event
for us, you know. I mean, that's quite
an honor for someone that serves in
the military. And the bad thing about
it is, you know, he was lost in action.
He was a pilot, and their plane didn't
make it back. It ran out of gas. It ran
out of fuel, you might say, in the air.
And he didn't make it back, but we
hate to see things like that, you know.
But war is war.”

Tehauno said it was an hon-
or for Tahsequah, his family and the
tribe.

“When I was younger, we
used to hear about, you know, the
World War 1II veterans coming home,”
he said. “My father raised us in a real
strict manner, military style. And
that's when we were introduced to,
you know, the military, you might say.
And then we found, you know, a lot of
his friends were veterans. And I know
when I went into the military, I didn't
have any problems because he taught
us everything. The basic needs that
you had to do...and to survive.”

Tehauno said he heard sto-
ries of Tahsequah through his father.
“Through him, we heard stories of
his friends, Comanche veterans that
made it through World War II,” he
said. “He's the one that told me about
the Comanche code talkers. Nobody
knew about them because they were
so top secret. But he said he heard
them talking on the radio one time.
And, you know, he could speak Co-
manche himself. And he'd get on the
radio and talk back with the guys that
were talking, you know. But they
didn't use the code, but, you know,
they talked to each other.”

Tehauno said he looked up
to other soldiers, including Tahse-
quah.

“What he did, it was kind
of, there were some Comanche pi-
lots that I heard about, but, you know,
him doing what he did and the battles
that they were in, it's just awesome,”
he said. “You know, it's just amazing
to me.”

Tehauno was glad Coman-
che Nation Chairman Forrest Tah-
dooahnippah and Tribal Administra-
tor Lisa Dawsey were in attendance.

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie
was also at the dedication.
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RE-ELECT in2025

Mike McBride

Danielle A. Hood

Attorney

Randall Yates
(Tlingit & Haida)

Mike McBride Ill Zane Anderson

Chair, (Potawatomie)
Indian Law & Gaming Practice

Logan Hibbs

(Choctaw)

Re-opened the Comanche government: In 2012 the Nation was in crisis,
$25 million bank accounts frozen, no paychecks. Walter Echo-Hawk and Mike
McBride delivered results

Secured access for Comanche citizens to sacred resting ground of Comanche
ancestors on Ft. Sill

Won an injunction against Oklahoma on Comanche Tribal tobacco compact
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Won lawsuits against gaming company CDST seeking $37 million in from

H . Of course, no system is perfect, and we must always refine our

gamlng contraCts O(;ﬁaals C OM AN C H E approach. I hope that the practice of holding a public meeting to certify

. . . . onre airman candidates provides a check and a balance against Business Committee

N egOtIated PIpE' Ine Tres pass fOI' KCA total Ing $2 mi I I ion Forrest Tahdooahnippah NATIO N members playing politics with the certification process. In the future, as
Email: Forrest.Tahdooahnippah@comanchenation.com we continue to refine our process, I hope that our Tribal Council mem-

. . . . . Vice Chairman bers see the need to build flexibility, speed, and responsiveness into our

U pd. ated t h.e E I.d er'S CO U n.CI I bYI aWS tO p I'OVI d e mO re fl na nCIaI SeC U rlty fOr Diana Doyebi Sovo E M E RG E N CY institutions, while also building in checks and balances. Allowing the
thelr Organlzatlon, fee Walved Fmail: Diana.Sovo@comanchenation.com M AN AG EM E NT Business Committee, or Chairman, some latitude to intervene in cases of
Secretary/Treasurer emergency is certainly needed. I apologize again for any election woes,

Robert Tippeconnie H OT LI N E and will continue to provide information to the Tribal Council so that the

Drafted Hearth Act regulations simplifying the process for the Comanche Nation
to offer affordable housing to its citizens

<

Grew the Nation's Lawton economic development opportunities by negotiating b stalcomarerton con I O 7
and closing transactions/loans (Comancheria Hotel, Arrowhead Apartments) - carmmor m ey T o
Email: Ross Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com o 1
Created Open Records Act for transparency in government e x
Email: Alice Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com
Created the Tuitua R‘Help& Foundation, LLC to support Numunu organizations ConiteenanNo.4 RlRgas e A —
under the federal IRS code o oo
Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com E
oo . . Tribal Administrator .
2025 Benchmark Litigation Oklahoma Firm of the Year for the seventh isa Darsy

consecutive year*

Past results afford no guarantee of future results. Every case is different and must be judged on its merits.
*Crowe Dunlevy has no input in the rating methodologies used by Benchmark Litigation.

Key Voting Dates: Fulpg
May 16-17 i

Team and Practice

O e o

CROWE DUNLEVY

submit information for the July
Edition is 5 p.m., June 15.

Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (5680) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-
porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382
Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter,
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com-Telephone
Number—(580)492-3383
Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385
Natascha Mercadante -Online
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com -
Telephone (580) 492-3381.
News items of interest to the local
and American Indian community are
welcome.
Photographs will be copied and will
become the property of TCNN. To
return original photographs, send a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
Do not send faxed photographs or
newspaper copies of photographs.
The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by
submission only. Please submit a
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by
tribal members on a funeral home
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for
tribal members only. TCNN publishes
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for
tribal members only.
TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal
organizations. The guidelines for flyer
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have
to be from an established Comanche
organization. There has to be contact
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.
We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain
libelous information, slander, or
personal attacks will not be printed.
Letters to the Editor must be signed
with a legible name, and have an
500 word limit.
The letters to the editor or articles
contained in The Comanche Nation
News does not reflect the views or
opinions of the PIO staff.

Comanche Nation

Email: Robert. Tippeconnie@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 1
Hazel Tahsequah

Email; Lisa.Dawsey@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman:
Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502
Toll Free: (877) 492-4988

Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

Member of the

!ﬁ Indigenous Journalist
ayha Association since 2001

" Member of the Society of Professional
- Journalists since 2010

—w Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-

tion since 2022

Follow The Comanche Nation News

I3 il @TheComacheNation
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A Total of 18 Resolutions
Presented at the May 3
CBC Meeting

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the May 3, Comanche Business Commit-
tee Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To obtain a copy of the official
minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Chairman, Forrest Tahdooahnippah, called
the CBC Meeting to order at 10 a.m.

Resolutions:

Resolution No. 67-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1366 Minors.
The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 68-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1367 Adults.
The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 69-2025- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1368 Does
Not Meet. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 70-2025- Enrollment Resolution to Remove List 1369. The
motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 71-2025- Enrollment Resolution to Increase BO List 1370.
The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 72-2025- Enrollment Resolution Approving MOU With
Homeland Security. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 73-2025- Enrollment Resolution Regarding Heirship Distri-
butions. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 74-2025- MMIP Resolution for Tribal Community Response
Plan. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 75-2025- IT Resolution for Dobson Fiber 60 Month. The
motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 76-2025- CNE Corporate Bank Accounts Resolution The
motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 77-2025- CBC Resolution Moving Gift Shop to 410 SE Inter-
state Drive. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 78-2025- CBC Resolution Naming Hotel. The motion carries
5/0/0.

Resolution No. 79-2025- CBC Resolution Approving Confidentiality Agree-
ments. The motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 80-2025- CBC Resolution Authorizing Travel. 2/2/0. Chair-
man Tahdooahnippah broke the tie, and the motion failed.

Resolution No. 81-2025- TA Resolution Fundraising Policy and Guidelines.
The motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 82-2025 CBC Resolution to Amend Procurement Policy. The
motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 83-2025- CBC Resolution Appointing Housing Commis-
sioner. The motion carries 5/0/0.

Resolution No. 84-2025- CBC Resolution for State of Emergency Due to
Flooding. The motion carries 5/0/0.

Motion to Rescind Resolution 103-13. The motion carries 4/0/0.

Motion for Approval of Hiring for Hotel. The motion carries 4/0/0.

(580) 919-1098
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The Comanche form of government is unique. While our con-
stitution was based on a form of government developed by the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, we have amended our constitution numerous times and,
therefore, we are the only Tribe that has the particular constitution that we
all know. The Comanche Constitution creates specific divisions of power
between the Business Committee and the Tribal Council.

As an illustration, the Business Committee has the duty to main-
tain the membership roll, but the Tribal Council has the sole authority to
make (and change) the membership rules. Similarly, the Business Com-
mittee has the duty to propose a budget, but the Tribal Council has the
sole power to authorize expenditure of funds. As another illustration, the
Business Committee has the duty to propose and implement programs, but
the Tribal Council has the sole authority to adopt programs. The Business
Committee also has the duty to “direct” the Tribal Administrator, but the
Tribal Council has the sole authority to hire that Tribal Administrator. The
Tribal Council may also delegate power to another body. For instance,
under the Constitution, it is the Business Committee’s duty to determine
qualification of candidates nominated for office and to conduct elections,
but the Tribal Council delegated authority to an Election Board to make
determinations about qualifications (subject to final approval by the Busi-
ness Committee), designate an election day, and designate polling places.
The ability of the Tribal Council to make rules, and change the rules, that
our Nation must live by is the essence of self-determination and sov-
ereignty. Unfortunately, our Constitution has taken on almost mythical
qualities—many myths are perpetuated about what elected officials can
do because in the past the constitution was either different or disregarded.
Recently, election woes have taken front stage as the mailing of absentee
ballots was delayed for about the third time in as many elections. While it
would have been easiest for me to simply assume control of the electoral
process, which is an action that I seriously considered, it would also not
have complied with the Constitution nor with the spirit of sovereignty.
The Election Board exists as a check and balance against the Business
Committee, and that check and balance was perceived as needed due to
protests of prior elections. In order to exercise our sovereignty we must
follow our own laws.

Tribal Council can do its job in making informed decisions.

HOUSING

Continued from Page 1

creation within the community through their Home Improvement Program.
The Comanche Nation Housing Authority remains dedicated to en-

suring that Tribal families have access to safe, secure and dignified housing.

Through its Home Improvement Program, CNHA is making a tangible differ-

Oklahoma City Tulsa DEERS Houston N e | TCNNPIO ence in the lives of countless Tribal members, ensuring that homes remain a
405-235-7700 918-592-9800 214-420-2163 281-766-4607 r@ comanchenationpio place of safety, heritage and community for generations to come.
Sakges For more information on CNHA’s Home Improvement Program, vis-

¢ @thecomanchenationpio

it https://comanchehousing.com/services/home-improvement-program/.
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Unofficial Voting Results of the 2025 Comanche Nation Election

The voting results will become official once the Comanche Nation Business Committee certifies the Election Results, pending the resolu-

tion of any filed protests.
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Grant Program Receives Additional Funding to
Expand Offerings to Tribal Members

Submitted by Nora Sovo/Comanche Nation Housing Authority

In response to rising costs
and demonstrated need, the Co-
manche Nation Housing Authority
(CNHA) has expanded its Down Pay-
ment and Closing Cost Grant pro-
gram to provide up to $15,000 to all
eligible applicants—removing previ-
ous tiered limits that offered reduced
amounts to non-elder applicants or
those purchasing homes outside the
service area.

The grant is designed to ease
the financial burden of buying a home
by covering upfront costs like down
payments and closing fees. Accord-
ing to industry estimates, these costs
can total thousands of dollars even

before a monthly mortgage begins.
In turn, homeownership is especially
difficult for low-income families.

Previously, Elders were
eligible for the full $15,000 grant,
while other applicants could receive
$10,000 or less depending on loca-
tion. Now, CNHA will award the
maximum amount of $15,000 across
the board, including applicants with-
in the State of Oklahoma—if funds
are available and it’s during the final
six months of the fiscal year (April-
September).

To receive the grant, appli-
cants must meet income requirements
and complete a CNHA-approved

homebuyer counseling course. The
amount awarded cannot exceed the
cost needed to close.

This change reflects
CNHA'’s continued commitment to
helping tribal members access stable
and affordable housing through self-
sufficiency and support.

An application to apply can
be found at https://comanchehousing.
com/.

For more information about
the requirements or for any questions,
call (580) 357-4956 or visit https://
comanchehousing.com/.

DIVORCE?
WRITS?
WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?
Notary Services

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
(Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
(580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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Comanche Academy School Board Meeting June
14; Elections to Fill Board Vacancies

The 2025 Annual
Meeting of the Comanche
Academy  School  Board
(“Board”) shall take place on
June 17 at 6 p.m. at:
Dorothy Lorentino Education
Center Auditorium
1608 SW 9th St.
Lawton, OK 73501
Elections to fill va-
cant and expiring Board Di-
rector positions will take place
at the Annual Meeting. The
election shall take place in ac-
cordance with Section 3.6 of
the Board’s Bylaws.
The current Board
roster is as follows:
e Director 1 Sandra Ches-
nut
e Director 2 Michael Bur-
gess
e Director 3 Dr. Wanda
Priddy
e  Director 4 Martie Wooth-
takewahbitty
e Director 5 Brianna Tah-
dooahnippah
e  Director 6 Vacant
e  Director 7 John Harris
Elections will be held
to fill three (3) expiring and/or
vacant Director positions:
e  Director 1 currently held
by Sandra Chesnut
e  Director 2 currently held
by Michael Burgess

*  Director 6 vacant

Nominations to fill
open Director positions may
be made by any person whose
legal residence is within the
Comanche Nation’s former
reservation area or treaty area
boundaries, or who is the legal
guardian of a child enrolled at
Comanche Academy.

All nominations must
be on the nomination form at-
tached to this notice submitted
with a resume and received
by the President of the Board,
Mike Burgess, via email at
mburgess@comancheacad-
emy.com or received by the
school office no later than
11:59 p.m. on June 3.

To be eligible to
serve as a Director, a Director
Nominee must:

* Be at least 18 years of
age;

* Have a high school de-
gree (equivalent);

*  Have complied with any
continuing education re-
quirements imposed by
the Board during

*  The Director Nominee’s
prior term on the Board,
if applicable;

*  Not be a current Coman-
che Academy school fac-
ulty/staff member;

*  Not be a member of the
Comanche Business
Committee (“CBC”);

*  Not be disqualified from
serving under Section
IT1(B) of the Board’s Con-
flicts of Interest

*  Policy, adopted Decem-
ber 1, 2021; and

. Not have been convicted,
pled guilty, or nolo con-
tendere, or named in an
outstanding

e Warrant for arrest, to a
misdemeanor involving
embezzlement or of a
felony under the

e Laws of this state or of
the United States or of
any tribal nation.

All Director nomi-
nees must be present at the
Annual Meeting to be eligible
for election to the Board. Fail-
ure to attend the Annual Meet-
ing will result in the automatic
disqualification of the absent
Director Nominee. Prior to a
vote to fill any open Director
position, the Board shall pro-
vide each Director Nominee
with an opportunity to speak
for no more than three (3)
minutes.

EDUCATION

COMANCHE NATION YOUTH SERVICES ‘

PRESENTS

AGES 6 -13
9AM - 3PM

WALTERS COMMUNITY CENTER - JUNE 3RD - . I&
IETH

APACHE COMMUNITY CENTER - JUNE 16TH -
CAHOMA BUILDING = JULY TTH - 10TH i --
WATCHETAKER HALL = JULY 14TH = 17TH

R

CITIZENSHIR
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Child Support Program
Notification of
Court Hearings

The Comanche Nation
Child Support Program (CNCSP) is
giving complimentary notification
for the following Notice of Publica-
tions to be published in the June 2025
edition of The Comanche Nation
News for:

Comanche Nation Tribal Court
e Ashley Kerchee: CNCSP-15-79;
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

Section 609 (c) Rule 3 of
the Comanche Nation Court Codes
allows for service by publication in
instances where the location of the
subject is unknown, or when the sub-
ject of service has been unable to be
served by traditional means. CNCSP
needs the above name(s) to be placed
in our upcoming Comanche Nation
Newspaper.

Please take note that all Co-
manche Nation Tribal Court Child
Hearings will be conducted in person.

Please take note that all
Court of Indian Offenses Child Sup-
port Hearings will be conducted in
person.

Election Board Meeting

The next Election Board
Meeting will be 6 p.m., June 3, in the
Code Talker Room, Comanche Na-
tion Complex.

If there is to be a run-off
election, early voting will take place
on Friday June 13, at the academy
and Code Talker room. Regular vot-
ing day will be June 14, voting times
on both days are from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m..

The Election Office will be
open full time until the election is
completed.

The Election Office will
continue to honor all requests for
absentee ballots up until the elec-
tion day. It is the responsibility of
the voter to ensure their request gets
returned in time in order to receive a
ballot.

Gravel and Tinhorn
Schedule 2025

Applications for the Gravel
Tinhorn program are organized by
town or city, not by date. This means
each town or city has a specific time
frame for applications. It's important
to submit your application during the
designated period for your area, as
applications received after the dead-
line will be reserved for the following
year. Emergencies are handled on a
case-by-case basis.

Monthly Service Schedule

. January 1 - January 31

Applications for the Cache and India-

homa areas (Service: February)

. February 1 - February 29

Applications for the Chattanooga,

Faxon, and Grandfield areas (Service:

March)

. March 1 - March 30

Applications for the Geronimo, Tem-

ple, and Walters areas (Service: April)

. April 1 - April 30

Applications for the Lawton area

(Service: May)

. May 1 - May 31

Applications for the Sterling and

Duncan areas (Service: June)

. June 1 - June 30

Applications for the Cyril and Fletch-

er areas (Service: July)

. July 1 - July 31

Applications for the Apache area

(Service: August)

. August 1 - August 31

Applications for the Elgin area (Ser-

vice: October)

. October 1 - October 31

Applications for the Anadarko — Ft.

Cobb, and Carnegie areas (Service:

November)

Eligibility and Requirements:

If there are any changes in
the contact number, it is your respon-
sibility to notify the program office
immediately. Please call and update
your contact information to ensure
timely communication.

*  Must be enrolled Comanche Na-
tion tribal member and 18 years
of age or older.

e Provide Proof of Primary Resi-
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Comanche Nation Offices will be closed
June 19 in observance of Juneteenth.
Offices will re-open June 20

for regular business.

LEGAL,A D CLINIC\ ™

r“‘a‘*mn comaNERET

6/4/25

6/11/25
6/18/25
6/20/25
6/25/25

FOR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION CALL
COMANCHE HATION TRIBAL COURT AT (580)492-3822

RIBALMEMBERS /

11am-1 pm
10am-2pm

JOHMN TSOODLE
Owner

1313 Van Kirk
Mtn. View, OK
Taog2

tel. (580) 375.9602

tel, (580) 375.9766
redtipiplumbing@yahoo.com
www. redtipiplumizing.com

LICENSELD

REDTIPI
PLUMBING

Vetaran Owned
& INSURED

dence or ownership of the prop-
erty. Acceptable documentation
includes a utility bill showing
the tribal member's name and
primary address, confirming res-
idency with the Comanche tribal
member.

*  Must not benefit a business or
non—Comanche Tribal Member
(No rental homes)

*  Services are available to tribal
members who live within the
Comanche Nation jurisdiction
boundaries. Services are provid-
ed within our Comanche Nation
jurisdiction. (This includes the
following counties: Comanche,
Caddo, Cotton, Kiowa, Grady,
Stephens, and Tillman)

*  Driveways must have 15ft. of
clearance of all vehicles, or de-
bris working or not.

*  Not responsible for the trash
truck damaging tinhorns.

e The Gravel Tinhorn Program
will not put gravel under car-
ports.

*  Out-of-State: tribal members are
not eligible for services under
this program. The program is
specifically to assist those living
within the Comanche Nation’s
service area.

For any questions/con-

cerns, please call the office at (580)

492-3308 Monday—Thursday from 7

a.m. to 6 p.m. Submit applications to

email: @comanchenation.com

Missing and Murdered Movie Night

Courtesy Photo
By Natascha Mercadante /News Staff

On May 23, Comanche
Nation Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People (MMIP) held a
movie night at Dorothy Lorentino

Education Center in Lawton,
Oklahoma, in honor of May S5,
National MMIP Day.

Director Roxe Large said
“Missing from Fire Trail Road” was
chosen to highlight a case and show
how families cope with MMIP
situations and a lack of investigation.

“For people that really
aren’t aware of MMIP cases, we
want them to know that it’s quite
often it’s our indigenous people that
fall through the cracks of the criminal
justice system,” she said. “We want
people to know that our people are
still there, they’re still missing, and
it’s important to highlight their story
in the community to generate that
MMIP awareness.”

Victim Advocate Richard
Henson said it’s important to bring
awareness.

“We want to inform the
public of what goes on during an
MMIP case before that’s their actual
sister or mother or aunt,” he said.
“You know, it’s important to have
an example, you know, of what to
do, what goes on, and what are the
obstacles that go on in these cases.”

Henson also has a case

Comanche Nation Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People
Princess, Dina Niedo, signs at the
MMIP Movie Night. The event fea-
tured a screening of “Missing from
Fire Trail Road,” which focused on
MMIP cases.

within his family.

“It’s very personal,” he said.

“My aunt was murdered in 1984 in

Omaha, and one of the first things
they did, the Omaha World-Herald
put out an article about her, and it
was like textbook victim-blaming. It
was sick. It was disgusting what they
put about her. And it just shows the
lack of respect, you know, towards
our native people. And also, my
great-grandpa was murdered, and
it was in Homer, Nebraska, it’s on
the northern edge of the Winnebago
Reservation by another native...It’s
very personal, and I think that’s why |
come to this work. That’s why I want
to do this work.”

Henson said he would like
to see more men step up and be at the
meetings.

“I’ve been to all these MMIP
conferences,” he said. “I’ve been to
these women’s conferences. There’s
never any men. I’m usually one of a
handful of men in a conference of 100,
500, or 1,000 people. It’s all women.
Where are the men? There are men in
our community. Where are they? You
know, that’s a tribal principle. That’s
a traditional principle. We step up for
our women.”

Comanche MMIP Princess,
Dina Niedo, was in attendance.

Comanche Nation Officer Completes Federal
Criminal Investigator Course

By Natascha Mercadante /News Staff

Criminal Investigator for
Comanche Nation Police Department
(CNDP) William Hill attended a 13-
week FLETC Criminal Investigators
Training Program.

He said the Secret Service,
Homeland Security Investigations,
the Federal Protective Service, the
Force Service and the CIA participate
in becoming an 18-11 criminal
investigator.

“So, it gives me the ability
to start presenting cases to the US
Attorney’s office and requesting
federal search warrants and anything
to do with the federal court system,”
Hill said. “Part of...our services we
provide the Nation, is that we have
the ability to prosecute not only in the
tribal court, the state court, but now
we have, we always had the ability to
prosecute in the federal court system.
And this allows me to, instead of
having to call in the FBI or somebody
like that to do stuff for us, we can do
it on our own.”

He said only three officers
are federally certified to be criminal
investigators.

“We are hoping to get the
rest of our investigation division
through the program, but 13 weeks is
along, long time,” Hill said. “But you
do learn a lot, you learn the federal
system, you learn how investigations
go on a task force, and stuff like

-
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that. So literally...day one, we were
assigned a case that, of course, it
was a made-up case, but we were
assigned a case, and we worked it the
entire 13 weeks we were there.”

He said it was
interesting.

“You do backgrounds, and
you do surveillance, and you do an
undercover operation, you do all
kinds of stuff like that. So, it teaches
you how to be a federal agent to do a
criminal investigation,” Hill said.

His favorite part of the
program was surveillance and
undercover operations.

“..They had role players
come in,” Hill said. “So, when
we were doing interviews, you
actually had a person that you were
interviewing, and they had a role they

very

played. And so, it wasn’t like you
were just interviewing your partner,
or whatever, you were actually
interviewing people.”

He said they got to do
surveillance.

“We got into cars, and we
followed people around, watching
them and taking pictures and doing
all that stuff to help build their
case,” Hill said. “So, the undercover
[operation], same thing, we put a
federal agent undercover to meet with
one of the role players on a specific
incident. So, I mean, all that stuff,
you get that knowledge, and that’s
just, we call it tools in the toolbox. It
was a tool we had now, so we know
where it works, and we use the latest
technology that is available out there
to do those types of scenarios.”

He said he’s always wanted
to be an investigator.

“I’ve been doing this for
26 years. I’ve done every aspect in
law enforcement, and this was a new
aspect I haven’t tried before,” Hill
said. “And just handling criminal
cases, so it was new and exciting to
me. So it was that time of my career
to move that way.”

He said this allows CNPD
another avenue to bring cases to the
federal court that the state or tribal
court may not take.

JdOHNGION & allNG

TIM JOHNSON
Owner

Phone: 580-291-3254 * Email: bigtim50&live.com
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Family Assistance Center
Are You in a Healthy
Relationship?

Things That Make You Go
Hmmm....

The following are some in-
dicators of potentially abusive part-
ners. It should be noted, however,
that just because a person may match
one or more of these characteristics
does not define them as an abuser.
These red flags are just that, warning
signs that are worth looking out for
and paying attention to:

. Pressures you to move fast
in a relationship or pushes for imme-
diate commitment.

. Has been abusive in previ-
ous relationships.
. Believes in stereotypical

gender roles and male supremacy, or
is domineering.

. Is continuously jealous and
possessive. Isolates you from your
friends and family and may try to
persuade you not to have a job.

. Has two sides to his or her
personality—others see your partner
as a good person, but behind closed
doors, he or she is angry and aggres-
sive toward you.

. Experiences most emotions
in the form of anger and has difficulty
conveying other emotions.

. Has a violent temper and
quickly changing moods.

. Is cruel to animals or chil-
dren and is insensitive to their suffer-
ing.

. Monitors your whereabouts,
activities or spending.

. Does not listen to you when

you say "no" or try to assert your
boundaries.

You should consider taking
a pause before entering into a rela-
tionship with a partner who matches
one of more of these warning sign.
When in doubt, talk to a trained do-
mestic violence advocate. It may help
to hear what someone with years of
experience thinks, especially when
your gut instinct is to be wary. Call
(580) 492-3590 and ask to speak with
a victim advocate Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Youth Services Summer
Camp

The Comanche Nation
Youth Services will be having a
Youth Summer Camp “TAASTSA,”
for ages 6-13 years, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at
the following places:
Walters Community Center - June
3-6
Apache Community Center -
16-18
Cahoma Building - July 7-10
Watchetaker Hall - July 14-17.

All participants must be Co-
manche Enrolled. There will be 20
spots available per session.

For more information con-
tact the Comanche Nation Youth Ser-
vices at (580) 492-3288.

June

Adult Education
Student of the Month
Jacob Nelson

Courtesy Photo

Nelson

Jacob Nelson is an enrolled
member of the Comanche Nation of
Oklahoma. He is 36 years old and
graduated from Indiahoma High
School in May 2008.

Nelson successfully com-
pleted the Long-Term Care Nurse
Aide program at the Great Plains
Technology Center in Lawton, Okla.

He received his Competency Certifi-
cate on May 14.

Nelson’s future plans in-
clude becoming a full-time nurse. He
wants to pursue a career in the medi-
cal field because he has a passion for
helping others.

Nelson would like to thank
the Comanche Nation Adult Educa-
tion program for helping to achieve
his professional goals.

Higher Education
Graduate
Student of the Month
Sheldon Wilson

Courtesy Photo

Wilson

Sheldon Wilson is from
Anadarko, Oklahoma. He is currently
pursuing his Master’s in Sports Man-
agement.

Wilson’s goal is to become
a coach and eventually an Athletic
Director, so he can mentor young
athletes and make a positive impact
on their lives both on and off the field.

Wilson is highly competi-
tive and driven, shaped by his back-
ground in multiple sports.

Outside of his career goals,
Wilson enjoys spending time with his
son, Trenton, who plays football and
basketball.

With having a background
in sports and coaching his son, it has
fueled his passion for leadership and
mentoring even more. Whether it’s
coaching, working out kids, or giv-
ing back to his community, Wilson
is dedicated to helping others reach
their full potential!

Higher Education
Undergraduate
Student of the Month
Deborah Lazzarini

Courtesy Photo
Lazzarini

Deborah Lazzarini’s mother
and father were Evelyn Robles and
Troy Durham, her grandparents on
Evelyn’s side were Cecilia Faralla
Torralba and Moises Robles, and her
great-grandparents were Petra So-
noya and Amador Frank Torralba.

Lazzarini is fulfilling a
bucket list wish of finally complet-
ing a Bachelor’s degree after receiv-
ing an Associate’s of Arts degree 47
years ago. It has taken four years to
complete the lower and upper divi-
sion classes. Lazzarini is happy to
report that she will graduate with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Arts
from Sonoma State University, lo-
cated in Rohnert Park, California.

Lazzarini will be 70 years
old this year and feels excited about
the future, including traveling and
the possibility of further higher edu-
cation. Hopefully, a trip to the 2025
Comanche Nation Fair is in the cards,
too.

Job Placement & Training
Student of the Month
Sierra Pichardo

Courtsy Photo
Pichardo

Sierra Pichardo is a 26-year-
old proud member of the Comanche
Nation and a dedicated student of
voice writing, currently pursuing a
career in court reporting. Her passion
for justice and communication drives
her commitment to excellence in her
studies.

Pichardo credits her success
to both her hard work and the unwav-
ering support of her tribe. Grateful
for the opportunity to pursue her edu-
cation, she is building a future rooted
in purpose and service.

Pichardo aspires to one day
give back to her community and tribe
by using her expertise and determi-
nation to help strengthen her people’s
future, to create lasting opportunities,
and to inspire others to pursue their
dreams with unwavering pride and
perseverance.

Environmental Program
Round Robin

The Comanche Nation Of-
fice of Environmental will be hosting
a Round Robin, at Geronimo, Okla.,
south of town hall, from 9 a.m. - 4
p-m. on June 24-26.

The Environmental
gram will be accepting:

e Tires up to 24 in (25 tires per
vehicle)

e Aluminum

e Cardboard

e E-waste (no TV’s)

e  Metal (includes household ap-

Pro-

pliances)
o Bulk Items
o Paint

¢ Batteries
e Shred event:

Join The Environmental
Program for a secure shredding op-
portunity where you can bring your
confidential documents for profes-
sional destruction. *In partnership
with Iron Mountain Shredding Com-
pany.* Ensure your sensitive infor-
mation is safely disposed of!

For more information con-
tact The Comanche Nation Office
of Environmental Program at (580)
492-3754.

Native Spirit Project Beaded
Earrings Workshop

The Native Spirit Project
Suicide Prevention Program will be
hosting a Beaded Earrings Workshop
for Beginners.

Learn how to create your
very own beaded earrings! All sup-
plies will be provided. Spots are lim-
ited.

12 p.m. - 4 p.m., June 7 or
14 at 807 SW “F” Ave., Lawton, Okla.

For more information call
(580) 357-3449.

Office of Environmental

Programs

The Comanche Nation Of-
fice of Environmental Programs
(CNOEP) welcomed the community
for a day filled with fun, learning,
and creativity.

The Caddo Nation Environ-
mental kicked things off by sharing
some facts about wildfires, and the Ft.
Sill Apache Environmental Program
had their water demonstration—it

was a huge hit with the kids.

The CNOEP wanted to
teach the little ones just how precious
the planet is, and the kids got to dive
into some creative crafts, including
making rain-sticks, decorating kites,
and personalizing their very own ce-
ramic bugs.

The Environmental Pro-
gram’s interactive activities were a
blast. Huge thanks to the Comanche
Youth Program for helping the kids
pot their own seeds, and to the Co-

couldn’t get enough. The Delaware
Nation CHR—Iife size Connect 4
was the perfect way to wake every-
one up before lunch.

To cap off this day, the stu-
dents got creative by decorating our
new recycle trailer. The CNOEP
can't wait to see the fantastic artwork
around the neighborhood. There
were two winners whose designs will
be featured on the trailer.

Thank you to Comanche
Realty for their generous support.

manche Language Dept. for the fun
natural beaded bracelets—the brace-
lets looked amazing, and the staff

= Al - 1
“Trust in the LORD “So, as you received
with all your heart, i Christ Jesus the i
on your own 1 Lord, walk in him,

rooted in him and
built upon him and

intelligence do not
rely; In all your ways ¢

be mindful of him, established in the
and he will make faith as you were
|, straight your paths.” taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.
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Healthy Grilling with
Food Distribution Staples

Grilling is a fun, flavorful
way to enjoy healthy meals, espe-
cially when using pantry-friendly in-
gredients! Here are easy ways to cre-
ate balanced, nutritious meals using
items available through your food
distribution programs.

1. Choose Lean Proteins

Grill-ready options from your pantry:

¢ Frozen Chicken Breast - Mari-
nate with olive oil and spices.

. Canned Tuna - Make tuna pat-

Answers on Page 17

ties or grill in wraps.
Ground Bison or Beef - Create
lean burgers or skewers.

e Stew Meat - Great for Kabobs!
Tip: A serving size is 3-4 oz of
cooked meat.

2. Load up on Veggies

Grill or wrap these in foil packets:

e Fresh Veggies - Many of the
Fresh Veggies at your sites are
great on the grill!

Tip: Toss with olive oil and herbs

for extra flavor!

e Canned Veggies - Canned Veg-
gies can be used on the grill also!

Foil packs are perfect for grilling
canned veggies-they lock in flavor
and make cleanup a breeze. Just
drain and dry the veggies, toss them
with oil, seasonings, and maybe a pat
of butter or a splash of vinegar, then
wrap them in a foil pouch (double
layer if you want extra durability0>
Grill over medium heat for about 10-
15 minutes, flipping once halfway
through. The foil traps steam and
lets the veggies soak up smoky grill
flavor while staying tender and juicy.
Great for combos like corn with bell
peppers or potatoes with onions and
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herbs!
3. Smarter Sides and Toppings

Skip the heavy sauces. Use:
Reduce-Fat American Cheese
Slices - Top burgers or wraps.
Whole Grain Tortillas - Wrap
grilled fillings or make quesadil-
las.

Macaroni (enriched or whole
grain) - Pasta salad with canned
veggies and light dressing.
Tomato sauce or Diced Toma-
toes - Create healthy grill-friend-
ly sauces.

Tip: Swap mayo-heavy sides for
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light vinaigrettes or yogurt-based

dressings.

4. Sweet Ending: Grilled Fruit

Naturally sweet options:

. Canned Peaches, Pears, or
Mixed Fruit (light syrup) -
Grill in foil, add cinnamon.

. Frozen Blueberries or Straw-
berries - Use in yogurt parfaits
or grilled fruit crisps.

Tip: Grilled fruit is a delicious, no-

added sugar dessert.

Merienda |

.l e fodihgreciule Com
Reserve your booth

NOW
808.492.4466
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55th Annual Comanche Little Ponies

Mother’s Day Celebration

Story by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

On May 10, the Comanche
Little Ponies held its 55th Annual
Mother’s Day Pow-wow at the Co-
manche County Fairgrounds in Law-
ton, Oklahoma.

Comanche Little Ponies
Princess Graison Yellowfish passed
the crown of being princess to Arlene
Schonchin.

“It's a bittersweet moment,
she said. “It's like I've been with
them for a long time. They've like ba-
sically been with me my entire high
school career. And I've grown to love
all these people in the society, but I'm
also...leaving, and I'm starting. It's
like a new page in my life.”

Yellowfish has been with
the Little Ponies for three years and
enjoys the pow-wows.

“I would say going to all the
pow-wows that we've been to, I was
able to meet a whole bunch of people,
and I have lifelong friends definitely
that I've met at these pow-wows,”
she said. “So, I would say the pow-
wows, that would be my favorite part
of going.”

Yellowfish said she’s used
the time to embrace her culture.

“Before I became princess, I
was definitely one of the shy kids that
didn't like to talk about my culture,”
she said. “But now it's like, it's my
favorite thing to do is talk about my
culture to my friends.”

Yellowfish wanted to thank
everyone who supported her.

Schonchin said it felt amaz-
ing to be crowned.

“My mom's a part of it. My
tsa tsas and grandpa were a part of it.
My brother just got inducted yester-
day,” she said. “My family's always
been a part of this. Its the oldest soci-
ety our tribe has and I am honored to
represent it.”

Schonchin said she wants to
get the youth involved.

“I want to get our kids back
into the arena because just yesterday
I danced with these two, my friend's
two little sisters and I gave them
shawls and they danced with me all
last night, and it just felt so amazing
that I brought them into the arena,”
she said. “And knowing that they're
gonna carry on with these dances,
and they come to our youth dancer
practices to learn, too. So, it just felt
good like bringing in these girls be-
cause they're gonna dance for the rest
of their lives.”

Schonchin said she wants to
represent the society in the best way
that she can.

“Knowing that I get to rep-
resent my families and all the other
Little Ponies families feels so amaz-
ing,” she said.

She is proud of Yellowfish
for her time with the Little Ponies.

Comanche Little Ponies
Vice Chairman Benny Tahmahkera
said it was a great event that took a
year to plan.

“It's a great time that we do
our annual, you know, it's held on
Mother's Day weekend, and we have
people from you know across the na-
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Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Newly crowned Comanche Little Pony Princess, Arlene Schonchin, is presented to the crowd while tribal mem-
ber Bill Volker and Schonchin’s family admire the blessing the new princess receives from an eagle from the

SIA Program.

tion that come to our pow-wow,” he
said. “We've had actually we have
somebody here this weekend they're
from Germany and they come and
they asked a little if they could you
know film they're doing a documen-
tary and they wanted some Little
Pony input on it and they're here but
it's a great feeling to have people in-
terested you know across the globe
that are interested in the Comanche
Little Ponies and they come. We have
people from New Mexico. There's a
gourd dance society that's here today.
I believe they brought about 45 of
their dancers. I mean, and that's just,
I think it's just a mutual respect that
we do.”

Tahmahkera said he joined

Former princesses of the Comanche Little Ponies participates in the
Grand Entry May 10, at the 55th Annual Mother’s Day Celebration. Pic-
tured from left: Chelsea Sapcutt, Nicole Brewer Reyna, Ellen Tahahw-

wah and Isa Belle PoorBuffalo.

over 20 years ago.

“Well growing up you know
I've always I loved the gourd dance
and gourd dance is just one of those
dances you know go out and as a
child you know I came into the arena
and started dancing but I wasn't of-
ficially inducted into the Comanche
Little Ponies until 2003,” he said. “I
just came back from my first deploy-
ment in Iraq, and Little Ponies were
out in Orange County, California,
and I was stationed in Camp Pendle-
ton, and I went to the pow-wow, and

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche tribal veteran, active
duty, Alyssa Nevaquaya carrying
the eagle staff during the Grand
Entry of the Comanche Little Po-
nies Annual Mother’s Day Cel-
ebration.

they asked me if I wanted to join the
Little Ponies.”

Tahmahkera said he enjoys
giving back to the community.

“And you know it's an hon-
or to represent,” he said. “You know,
we dance for the people that can't
dance. We'd like to, you know, just
congregate and socialize with every-
body that we can.”

Tahmahkera said they try to
expand and do better each year.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche Little Pony incoming
princess Arlene Schonchin and Co-
manche Little Pony outgoing prin-
cess Graison Yellowfish, before the
official crowning of the new Co-
manche Little Pony princess.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Erin Chibitty served as the Head
Lady Dancer for the Comanche
Little Ponies S5th Annual Moth-
er’s Day Celebration.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Ronald Monoessy Jr., served as
Head Man Dancer for the Co-
manche Little Ponies 55th Annual
Mother’s Day Celebration.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Donald Chasenah served as Head
Gourd Dancer for the Comanche
Little Ponies 55th Annual Moth-
er’s Day Celebration.
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Honoring Our Ancestors: Pa-Que-O-Haw-Pith

The Yellowfish Descendants held a powwow May 24, at Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Complex

Submitted by Bointy, K. (2025, April 27)/ Oral Attocknie and Yellowfish family history

Pa-Que-O-Haw-Pith (trans-
lated in English Yellow Fish) is a
distinguished figure among the Nu-
munu. Originally from the Kwahada
- Antelope Eaters Band of Comanches,
known for their radical lifestyle on
the Southern Plains.

In his youth, Pa-Que-O-
Haw-Pith participated in the Sec-
ond Battle of Adobe Walls, a pivotal
moment in our people's history. He
survived this significant conflict and
returned home, where he would influ-
ence the generations to come.

The song he composed and
sang on his return is still sung to-
day, commonly referred to as 'Adobe
Walls' it is described as a solemn
march, and serves as a powerful re-
minder of the bravery of those who
fought that day, and the heart ache
that represented an end of an era for
our people.

Pa-Que-O-Haw-Pith, lived
in a time of great change for Indian
people, transitioning from the free
nomadic lifestyle he experienced
as a young boy to the challenges of
the reservation and allotment eras.
Throughout his life, he is remem-
bered not only as a warrior but also
as an intellectual, a gifted song maker,
singer, flute player and historian. His
contributions to today’s Numu culture
and traditions are invaluable, helping
preserve the stories and songs that
now define our identity.

Pa-Que-O-Haw-Pith,  up-
held the traditions of his father's time
until the reservation period... which
allowed for multiple wives. He wed
two sisters, when the government
agents came, they forced him to
choose only one wife; leading him
to select the younger sister, Thauma-
voyah ,who had more children . Both
lived long lives together, raising their
combined surviving children: Isa,
Wiley, Ada, Timothy, and his nephew
Scott. He married into the Yaparuh-
ka band and settled in what is now
Apache, Oklahoma, where many of
his descendants still live today.

In his later years, Pa-Que-
O-Haw-Pith found fellowship as a
founding member of the Cache Creek
Mission. He embraced the new faith
while still fiercely holding onto his
traditional practices.

A portion of his original al-
lotment was gifted to the town of
Apache, which is home to the cur-
rent park. In the 1970s, when the 21
grandchildren of Pa-Que-O-Haw-
Pith organized themselves as the Yel-
lowfish Descendants, who held our
dances at Apache City Park, located
on this historic Yellowfish land.

Join the family in celebra-
tion of this true Comanche warrior,
Let us remember his legacy and the
profound impact he has had on Co-
manche people, ensuring that his sto-
ry continues to inspire and resonate
within their hearts.

Udah MessaSutai

Cottalene Deer steps to the beat of the drum during
Scalp Dance at the Yellowfish Descendants Powwow.

Courtesy Photo

Pa-Que-0O-Haw-Pith and family

Corey Satepauhoodle gives a war cry during the straight dance contest at the Yellowfish Descen-
dants Powwow held May 24 at the Comanche Nation Complex. |

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
The Yellowfish descendants are honored May 24 at their family powwow, following the lowering of the flag of Edward Yellowfish, US Army.

TOP: Women participate in the Victory Dance with scalp staffs at the Yellowfish Descendants Powwow held May 24 at
the Comanche Nation Complex.
LEFT: Billy Pewo Jr. stops on time during the Fancy Dance Contest at the Yellowfish Descendants Powwow May 24.
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Eighth Vietnam War
Veterans Inducted Into
the Oklahoma Military

Hall Of Honor

There are 17 Oklahoma
Military Hall of Honor Chapters
throughout Oklahoma. In February
2025 the Treadwell-Poolaw Hall of
Honor Chapter was established with
Retired Army Sergeant Major Lanny
Asepermy, of Apache, as the Ambas-
sador. The Chapter was named in
honor of Snyder native, COL Jack
Treadwell, a World War II Medal
of Honor recipient and 1LT Pascal
Poolaw, a native of Apache — Poolaw
is the most decorated American In-
dian as he received four Silver Stars
and three Purple Hearts for his com-
bat service during World War 11, the
Korean and Vietnam Wars. He was
killed in action in November 1967 in
Vietnam

On May 17, seven Coman-
che Nation and one non-tribal mem-
ber were inducted into the Oklahoma
Military Honor of Honor. The Induc-
tion Ceremony took place at Watch-
etaker Hall on the Comanche Nation
Complex.

The Hall of Honor was es-
tablished in May 2023 — with the new
inductees there are 119 Oklahoma
veterans in the Hall. There are about
244,000 living veterans from Okla-
homa making induction into the Hall
very prestigious.

Retired Army COL Kelly
Zachgo, President of the Oklaho-
ma Military Heritage Foundation
(OMHF), and CPT John Farris, Am-
bassador with the OMHF made the
presentations as part of the CIVA
Armed Forces Day Banquet. The
OMHF was founded in 1999 - it
noted that COL Zachgo is the first fe-
male veteran elected as President of
the OMHF.

Courtesy Photo

OKMHOH Inductees sitting left to
right SP4 Paul Tate Sr.; MSG Wil-
bur Ellis; CPT Johnny Tiddark;
Sgt Lucien Looking Glass; stand-
ing left to right, OKMHF Ambas-
sador CPT John Farris; OMMHF
President COL Kelley Zachgo;
CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie; Cpl
Philip Rogers Sr.; and SGT Rich-
ard Ortiz. Not in photo SGT Wil-
liam Waddle and SFC Ellis Briggs.

The inductees were Army
(1953-78) Master Sergeant Wilbur
“Duke” Red Elk Ellis from El Reno,
Okla. Army (1953-78) MSG Ellis
is a Vietnam War veteran who was
awarded the Combat Infantryman
Badge; Army (1960-82) Sergeant
First Class Ellis Edwin “Ed” Briggs
from Fletcher, Okla. SFC Briggs
served two tours in Vietnam and
was awarded the Bronze Star with/
Valor device and Combat Infantry-
man Badge; Marine Corps (1961-67)
Sergeant Lucien “Jimmy” Look-
ing Glass from Shiprock, N.M. Sgt
Looking Glass is a Vietnam War vet-
eran who was awarded the Bronze
Star with/Combat Distinguishing
Device, Purple Heart and Com-
bat Action Ribbon; Army Captain
Johnny Tiddark from Forney, Texas.
CPT Tiddark is a Vietnam War vet-
eran who was awarded the Bronze
Star with/Valor Device and Combat
Infantryman Badge; Army (1966-68)
and Texas Army National Guards-
man (1975-79) Specialist Four Paul
Tate Sr. from Fort Cobb, Okla. SP4
Tate Sr. is a Vietnam War veteran
who was awarded the Combat In-
fantryman Badge; Marine Corps
(1967-69) Corporal Philip Rogers
Sr. from Kyle,Texas. Cpl Rogers Sr.
is a Vietnam War veteran who was
awarded the Marine Corps Com-
mendation medal with/Combat Dis-
tinguishing Device, Purple Heart

and Combat Action Ribbon; Army
(1966-69) Sergeant William Melvin
“Bill” Waddle from Halifax, Va. SGT
Waddle is a Vietnam War veteran
who was awarded the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge; and Army (1967-69)
Sergeant Richard Tiddark Ortiz from
Owasso, Okla. SGT Ortiz is a Viet-
nam War veterans who was awarded
the Bronze Star With/Valor Device.
SGT Waddle was unable to attend
— his brother 1LT Michael Waddle,
from Berryville, AR, accepted the
honors for him. SFC Briggs, due to
medical issues, was honored at his
home east of Fletcher.

ourtesy Photo
Clara Yazzie, John Farris, Michael
Waddle and Kelly Zachgo.

Courtesy Photo
Linda Briggs, Ed Briggs, Clara
Yazzie, Kelly Zachgo and John
Farris.

Courtesy Photo
QOV honorees seated from left
to right Sgt Emilio Alfaro; PFC
Darren Asepermy; CPT Cloyce
Choney;Cpl Philip Rogers Sr.;
standing left to right; Linda Stew-
art (QOV Group Leader)); Vera
Williamson (QOV Helper)); Lan-
ny Asepermy; Clara Yazzie (CIVA
Princess); and Mari Grant (QOV
Presenter); not in photo SFC Ellis
Briggs.

The Quilts of Valor (QOV)
four Veterans foundation from the
Weatherford, Okla., also presented
QOV's to Cpl Philip Rogers; SFC
Ellis Briggs (who was presented his
QOV at his home east of Fletcher
Okla., due to medical issues); Army
Captain Cloyce “Chuck” Choney
from Shawnee, Okla.,, a Vietnam
War veterans and recipient of two
Bronze Stars with/Valor Device and
two Purple Hearts; Space Force Ser-
geant Emilio Alfaro from Lawton,
Okla.; and Oklahoma Army National
Guardsman Private First Class Dar-
ren Asepermy from Apache, Okla.

Air Force Sergeant and
Vietnam War veteran Roger Tehauno,
from Fletcher, Okla., is the Com-
mander of the CIVA. 184 people
were in attendance for the event.

Comanche Indian Veterans

Association Veterans
The First to Fall

PFC Johnnie Rivas on June 6, 1944,
at Normandy, France.

SGT Melvin “Hawkeye” Myers on
June 14, 1944 at Normandy, France.

Both members of the 82nd
Airborne Division.

Fallen Warriors of the
Comanche Nation

PFC Johnnie Rivas, World War 11,
82nd Airborne Division, Army - Eu-
rope. Killed in action June 6, 1944.

SGT Melvin Myers, World War II,
82nd Airborne Division, Army - Eu-
rope. Killed in action June 14, 1944.
PVT Eli Hosetosavit, World War 11,

634th Tank Destroyer Bn, Army - Eu-
rope. Killed in action August 1, 1944.
PVT Ben Trevino, World War 11, 9th
Infantry Division, Army - Europe.
Killed in action August 3, 1944.

PFC Thomas Chockpoyah,World
War II, 83rd Infantry Division, Army
- Europe. Killed in action August 7,
1944.

PFC Gilbert Vidana, World War II,
4th Infantry Division, Army - Europe.
Killed in action September 16, 1944,
PVT Henry Kosechata, World War
11, 138th Engineer Combat Battalion,
Army - Pacific. Died of wounds May
1, 1945.

PFC Henry Conwoop, World War
11, 25th Infantry Division, Army - Pa-
cific. Died of wounds May 3, 1945.
LtCol Meech Tahsequah, Korean
War, 3rd Maint & Spt Squadron, Air
Force - Korea.

CPL Dennis Karty, Korean War,
2nd Infantry Division, Army - Korea.
PFC Russell Pesewonit, Vietnam
War, 3rd Marine Division, USMC -
Vietnam.

Cpl Robert Pahcheka, Vietnam War,
Ist Marine Division, USMC - Viet-
nam.

Cpl Joshua Ware, Iraq War, 1st Ma-
rine Division, USMC - Iraq.

Comanche Veterans that
Died While on Active Duty

Teddy Tahsuda, Army Air Force.
Died February 23, 1943, in hotel fire
in Hobbs N.M.

Chester Tieyah, Army. Died July 9,
1950, in military vehicle accident in
Japan.

Anthony Tahsequah, Army. Died
November 23, 1983, in auto accident
in Oklahoma.

Richard Wichita, Navy. Died Au-
gust 3, 2001, in auto accident in Vir-
ginia

William Kerchee, Navy. Died Janu-
ary 20, 2007, by a drunk driver in
Italy.

Forrest Sunrise, Army. Died Janu-
ary 1, 1944, in training accident in
England.

James Chockpoyah, Navy. Died in
auto accident.

Wendell Weryackwe, Marine Corps.
Died June 7, 1954, in Korea, cause of
death unknown.

Elbert Vidana, Army. Died Sep-
tember 9, 1955, in auto accident in
Germany.

Roberta Burgess Rosemark, Air
Force. Died December 1985.

Albino Badillo, Air Force. Died
February 17, 1976, from unknown
illness

Funerals from Memorial
Day 2024 to Memorial Day
2025

Robert Short, Marine Corps,
August 15, 2024

Brain Fink, Army, August 16, 2024

Charles Hernasy Jr., Army,
August 22, 2024

William “Bill” Harris, Army,
September 23, 2024

Lonnie Poco, Navy, November 4,
2024

Ferrell Kosechata, Army,
November 20, 2024
Ricky Arterberry, Air Force,
Jaunary 10, 2025

Samuel Allen, Navy, January 11,
2025

John Parker, USMC, January 28,
2025

Leonard Poco, USMC, February

27,2025

In Memory to Those
that Served “Above and
Beyond”

Courtesy Photo

PVT Calvin Atchavit
Distinguished Service Cross
Army - World War I
June 20, 1893
October 9, 1943

Courtesy Photo

MSgt Edward Louis Clark
Silver Star
Marine Corps - World War I1
April 19, 1914
February 28, 2002

Courtesy Photo

SGT Lee Toquothty
Silver Star
Army - Korean War
September 7, 1930
May 10, 2006

Courtesy Photo

SSG George Red Elk
Silver Star
Army - Vietnam War
January 29, 1948
April 19, 2023

CIVA Princess
2024 - 2025
Clara Yazzie

Courtesy Photo
Yazzie

Clara Tee-Ohmo Yazzie
is the 14 year old daughter of Dar-
rel and Roxie Yazzie. She will be a
Freshman at Elgin High School start-
ing the Fall semester 2025.

Yazzie is a National All-
State Choir member and All-Region-
al Honor Band clarinet player.

She comes from a long line
of veterans that include her father,
and both grandfathers.

Yazzie considers it a honor
to represent and serve all Comanche
veterans as the CIVA Princess.

THdmwnmERR s En -

SIGNING DAY. Congratulations to Comanche tribal member Ta-
tum Howlingwater, a Senior at Apache High School, who signed with
the Oklahoma Women's Academy OKC basketball on April 30. She
is the daughter of Jerome Howlingwater.

Courtesy Photo
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Figueroa Inducted into Hall
of Fame

Courtesy Photo
Figueroa

Michael R Figueroa was
inducted as one of Santa Fe South
Charter School’s Inaugural Hall of
Fame staff at a banquet held in Okla-
homa City.

Figueroa was a teacher,
coach and a principal for the middle
school. Michael continues to add to
his 26 years in the educational field
teaching Native students at a correc-
tional facility.

The stories that his now
adult former students told were fun
to hear because encouraged them to
finish school on pace and to contin-
ue making education a part of their
life plan. A former student and now
teacher who introduced Michael and
gave his bio said that his influence
and example taught her to never stop
learning and to not give up even if
it looks like you won’t finish. One
very grateful parent expressed how
he helped her depressed son stay
alive during some extra intense days
by encouraging and holding him ac-
countable for his actions and for that
she was so thankful. She said that
her son is still thriving and striving to
better himself today.

Figueroa’s family also at-
tended and honored him by placing
a Comanche blanket on him for his
dedication, hard work and because
we love him and are so proud of his
accomplishments. Michael’s family
includes four more current teachers,
one Principal and one sister who
teaches special need students. His
mom and another sister are also for-
mer educators.

Today Figueroa is still
working in the education field by
helping state inmates achieve their
educational goals so when they are
released and re-enter society, they
have a chance to stay out of the state

correctional system. Most of his stu-
dents are Native Americans and Mi-
chael is proud to help them achieve
goals they have set for their better-
ment.

Tehauno Inducted in the
National Honor Society

Courtesy Photo
Tehauno

Angel Tehauno, a sopho-
more at Shawnee High School in
Shawnee, Oklahoma, was inducted
into the National Honor Society on
Thursday, April 24. He is the son of
Trisha Tehauno; the grandson of Ver-
non Tehauno Jr. and the late Harriet
Tehauno, and great-grandson of the
late Vernon Tehauno Sr. and Patsy
Sankadota Tehauno.

In addition to his academic
achievements, Tehauno is a dedi-
cated student-athlete who plays bas-
ketball for Shawnee High School. He
consistently demonstrates excellence
both on the court and in the class-
room, exemplifying outstanding aca-
demic performance, leadership, char-
acter, and commitment to service

Rogers Named
Valedictorian of his Class

Courtesy Photo
Rogers

Tyrus C. Rogers is the
valedictorian of his class at Coro-
nado High School in Lubbock, Texas,
graduating with an outstanding GPA
of 4.84. He has participated in the
National Honor Society, UIL Number
Sense, Literary Criticism, and Com-
puter Science. Rogers has earned

multiple awards throughout all four
years of high school for his partici-
pation in UIL competitions, placing
from 1ST to 3RD place across vari-
ous events.

In addition to his academic
achievements, Rogers is a talented
violist, performing with the Corona-
do High School Orchestra, as well as
the All-Region High School Philhar-
monic and Symphonic Orchestras.

He has been accepted to
several prestigious universities, in-
cluding:

. Yale University

. Columbia University

. Rice University

. Tufts University

. Texas Tech University

. Colorado School of Mines

He has yet to make his final
college decision.

Rogers is the beloved son of
Kara Mahsetky-Rogers and Zachary
Rogers, and brother to Emma Rogers.
He proudly carries the name of his
great-grandfather, Tyrus Mahsetky,
and honors the legacy of his great-
grandmother, Kathryn Mahsetky. He
is also cherished by his Aunt Monica
Mabhsetky, Uncle Ronnie Mahsetky,
and Great Aunt Mitzi Mahsetky.

Kester Accepted into
Nuclear Pharmacy
Internship program

Courtesy Photo
Kester

Analisa Kester, a first-year
University of Oklahoma College
of Pharmacy student, has been ac-
cepted into the highly competitive
Nuclear Pharmacy Internship pro-
gram at RLS Radiopharmacies for
summer 2025. RLS specializes in
sterile compounding and dispens-
ing radioactive pharmaceuticals that
radiologists use for diagnostics and
treatment.

“We are so proud of Analisa
as she receives this well-deserved
recognition,” said Melissa Medina,
dean of the College of Pharmacy.
“It is a testament to the superior in-
struction she has received through
the nuclear pharmacy program as
well as her nuclear pharmacy knowl-
edge, skills, and potential as a future
nuclear pharmacist. We can’t wait to
see what Analisa accomplishes with
this incredible opportunity.”

As an intern, Kester will

work as a core team member and par-
ticipate in hands-on training, includ-
ing kit preparation, dose drawing,
and quality control. She will expand
her nuclear pharmacy knowledge, al-
lowing her to share these techniques
with her peers.

“When I was introduced to
RLS and heard they were offering an
internship, I thought this would be
the perfect opportunity to combine
my love for chemistry and medicine
and see the wonderful things they
can create,” said Kester. “I think be-
ing able to have the experience with
this type of medicine will open doors
for me that I could not even imagine.”

After she graduates, Kester
would like to pursue a career in In-
dian Health Services. She is a mem-
ber of the Comanche Tribe and wants
to help those in her community. She
received her Bachelor of Forensic
Science and Bachelor of Chemistry
degrees from the University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma.
About the University of Oklahoma

Founded in 1890, the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma is a public re-
search university located in Norman,
Oklahoma. As the state’s flagship
university, OU serves the education-
al, cultural, economic and health care
needs of the state, region and nation.
For more information about the uni-
versity, visit www.ou.edu.

RedEIlk Nunez Earns
Doctorate

Courtesy Photo
Nunez

Jennifer RedElk Nunez, the
daughter of the late George and Fran
Red Elk, has earned her Doctorate
Degree from the University of St.
Augustine for Health Sciences. She
is now known as Dr. Jennifer RedElk
Nunez.
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Mother and Daughter
Graduate Together from the
University of Oklahoma

Courtesy Photo
Cusic and Ruiz

In a heartwarming and his-
toric moment, a mother and daugh-
ter—both proud members of the
Comanche Nation—have graduated
together with Master’s Degrees from
the University of Oklahoma. Their
shared achievement is a powerful
reflection of perseverance, cultural
pride, and the enduring strength of
family.

Jodi Ruiz earned her Mas-
ter’s degree in Clinical Mental
Health Counseling on May 10. Her
academic journey, marked by dedica-
tion and excellence, now places her
among a growing community of In-
digenous scholars making meaning-
ful contributions in the field of men-
tal health. Her success is a testament
to the power of education and the
support of strong family roots.

Her mother, Leslie Cusic, a
First Generation graduate and equal-
ly inspiring, earned her Master of Ed-
ucation in Education Administration,
Curriculum & Supervision on May
11. She is continuing her academic
journey by entering the Doctor of
Education in Education Administra-
tion program at the Jeanine Rainbolt
College of Education at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. Leslie’s pursuit
of a doctorate reflects a lifelong pas-
sion for learning and a deep commit-
ment to uplifting future generations
through education and leadership.

Together, their accomplish-
ments serve as a beacon of hope and
inspiration, reminding us all of the
transformative power of education
and the enduring strength of Indig-
enous identity.
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Several Comanche Nation

Tribal Members worked on the series
“1923,” which was filmed in August
in the Austin, Texas, area.

Moses Brings Plenty held a
casting call at the Comanche Nation
Tribal Complex for Comanches to be
involved in the series.

Felix Hernandez, Modesto
Schonchin, Elie Yazzie and Brantley
Kerchee were extras and background
characters. Ruth Toahty taught
Comanche on set, and William
Morgan Tosee helped create a
scene. Aaron Nevaquaya was on

set and played Comanche Warrior 1.

However, others were also on set.
Hernandez said his favorite

scene was in the second episode,

where he had to play dead because
it took fewer takes in production. He
also enjoyed meeting new people.

“It was nice meeting new
friends. Like, oh, there’s this one
friend named Lucane. He’s the
nicest. Like, he’s my friend now,” he
said. “Like, I play the game with him
sometimes and stuff, and I call him
sometimes.”

Schonchin said it was
different being on set and representing
through film.

“It felt cool representing my

tribe, my family, my northern tribes,

and all the Indian countries around

the world just to represent that...

we’re still here,” he said.
Schonchin’s favorite scene

in the first episode is when the horse
riders arrive at the Comanche camp.

“It felt exciting and new...

since I’ve never experienced it, it
was like, it was just a new experience
for me because other ways that I
represented the tribe was just dancing

in front of people around the country,”

he said. “But I never did anything

like that in front of cameras like that,

directors, real actors, famous actors.”

Yazzie said it was cool to be
in “1923.” He also enjoyed the camp
scene.

“They...started shooting up
the place,” he said.

As for being on a Hollywood
set...

“It was a different feeling,”

Yazzie said. “It was pretty awesome.
I was pretty honored to be there.”

Kerchee was also one of
the horseback riders in the second
episode.

“It felt unreal to actually
be on a real movie set. It gave
me an idea of how my Comanche
people lived during that time period,
especially with it being so hot,” he
said. “But dancing at powwows in my
straight dance regalia in 110-degree
temperature all summer long helped
prepare me for the scenes.”

Kerchee said his favorite
scene was the nighttime scene in
episode two.

“Because during the night
scene, we tried to get revenge for

Tribal Members Participate in “1923” Production

Story by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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William Morgan Tosee creates a set for “1923.” The series had several

Comanche actors.

killing the young Comanche boy and
the Comanche men,” he said. “And
plus, it was emotional for my family
because of what happened to me in
that scene.”

Toahty translated English
to Comanche and taught some of the
actors the native language.

“The men learned fast. But
the lady was kind of frustrating at
times, but she picked it up,” she
said. “...And they learned by putting
my recording that I did, they put it
at night, they put it in their ear and,
sleep with it and listen to it. And
then, when they go about doing their
chores, they heard it all the time. To
where when we got there, they had
come to my trailer, and they sit down
and talk to me.”

Toahty said some of the
younger boys did well in learning.
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“It was a great experience for
them because not every Comanche
child has an opportunity to be, you
know, even an extra,” she said. “That
meant a lot to them. But they could
actually see how we were at one time,
how we lived and what we had to do
to survive. But all in all, it was a real
good experience.”

Tosee was there at the
casting call, and that’s when he told
the crew of “1923” that he could put
up teepees.

“Later on, got a call saying
that they wanted me to come down
to help with the Comanche camp to
make sure they set it up right and
stuff like that,” he said.

Tosee also helped with items
to be on set and what would be the
most authentic for the series. He also
brought some of his Comanche-made
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shields and lances.

“What I’ve been around at
home and how we do at home and
how I listen to my elders, my folks
talk about things like that,” Tosee
said. “I said, I just kind of imagined,
pictured it and used things like we
do here at home and how we would
camp out.”

Nevaquaya said it was a
unique experience.

“There were so many crew members
working together to make this show
a success,” he said.

Nevaquaya also interacted
with Mo Brings Plenty and Dougie
Hall.

“Riding horses on set was a
highlight because I was able to show
my horsemanship skills,” he said. “I
was on horseback majority of the day
filming.”

Nevaquaya said it’s
important for the youth to be on set.
“..Because many times

in film, Comanches are portrayed
by non-Comanches. We too can
represent ourselves in TV and film,”
he said. “It’s just as important for
Comanches working behind the
scenes, helping with the language on
the script and building the scenery for
the show. To authentically represent
our culture as well as our way of life.”

Paramount Plus released
the second season of “1923” on the
Paramount Network.

HOMORED ELDER 5:

FRIDAY - THERESA LOPEI
SATURDAY - SUSAN PARKER
SUNDAY - MARGIE DBERLY
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Poemoceah Family Special

Fancy War Dance Contest
Friday night of 72™ Annual Comanche Homecoming July 18-20, 2025
Achilts 18 & up
Invited Drurn for contest: Thunder Boy

For more infonmation conbact

George Tahdooabnippah  SA0-512-6410

- $1,000
- $750
3rd - $500

Consolation

Echeard Tahhahwah k. 550-647-3185
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Dear TCNN,

I want to share our experi-
ence at Paint Rock from March 19th
to the 22nd, 2025

What a wonderful week we
had! We arrived on Monday, the 17th,
although the actual dig didn’t begin
until the 19th. By the time we got
there, many archaeologists were pres-
ent, including our own Comanche ar-
chaeologist, Mary Motah.

Because this was our third
year attending and we had, in previ-
ous years, dug and sifted sand, we
decided to help catalog our artifacts
from the past two years. We sepa-
rated artifacts into groups and laid
them on paper with their correspond-
ing labels, counted each type of item,
and finally photographed and entered
them into a database on a laptop be-
fore finally relabeling with their new
corresponding labels of information
we got from cataloging. It was all so
very interesting to help document it
all and be a part from beginning to
end, and it helped us to learn and un-
derstand the process involved in the
use of archaeology and preserving
culture.

We saw many of our tribal
members as we worked catalog-
ing. We saw the children from the
Comanche Academy with Crystal,
Martina Minthorn and her staff from
Comanche Nation Tribal Historic
Preservation, Kathy Cardona and her
staff from the Comanche Nation Lan-
guage program, Fire/EMS from Co-
manche Emergency Services, our TA,
Lisa Dawsey who brought two elders,
Chairwoman of Elder Council, Rosa-
lind Nauni and Elders Council Board
member, Verna Ann Burgess among
others who helped bring this Coman-
che group together.

Some of the others who sup-
port our involvement are, of course,
the archaeologists, Eric Schroeder,
Jeremy Elliot, Mary Motah, and our
hostess, Leah Brosig. Leah has pro-
vided her Airbnb for this event year
after year and also accommodates
the guests who stay on her ranch, as
well as the archaeologists and interns.
There are many people involved.

On Wednesday evening, we
had a speaker from the Pitt Rivers
Museum in Oxford, England, named
Fay, who showed us pictures of a
shield and a buffalo hide upon which
had been painted, that are in their pos-
session. She said that it came from
this area of the country a very long
time ago and has been attributed to
the Comanches. She said that there
are many pieces in many museums
throughout Europe. She also told us
the process of having these items re-
turned to our tribe, but first, we need
a museum on our land with hired pro-
fessionals like an archivist, a curator,
technicians, and conservators who

a0 6

Courtesy Photos
know how to preserve and maintain
documents and other objects.

Thursday brought new sur-
prises! Around 6 a.m., Mom got up
to use the restroom, and as she set
her feet down to stand up, her fuzzy
socks failed her. They flew forward,
sending her crashing into the side
of the bunk bed. At any age, falling
hurts, but at 84, it’s a major thing.
We thought she may have broken a
rib and called for our tribal EMTs
who were present, and they recom-
mended we take her to an emergency
room. We did. They checked her out.
No broken bones, only numerous
deep bruises along her right side, un-
der her arm, back, thigh, pinky, wrist,
and elbow

After our ER visit, we
stayed in the cabin because she was
so sore. Many tribal members and
archaeology interns came by to check
on her and wish her well, and offer
their assistance to her. She appreci-
ated their concern for her health and
safety.

By Friday, she was so sore,
she could barely move around. The
remaining group consisted of Elvis
Keel and his family of 4, JW Mar-
shall, Sharon Sapcut, Phyllis Nar-
comey and her son, Guy, and us three
and of course, Mary Motah.

Mary had educational class-
es that she taught during the week.
They were very informative and in-
teractive. Others taught about vari-
ous plants and how they were used.

Saturday was visitors' day!
So many tourists came to the canyon.
One new development was that they
found a medicine wheel above the
canyon, several teepee rings within a
few feet of the wheel, and two graves
a quarter mile from the wheel and
rings. It seems every year, discover-
ies are made.

Saturday night, we had din-
ner with the group. We had tradition-
al native foods of the Lipan Apaches.
Anita Anaya hosted a class earlier
in the afternoon to teach us how to

things up.

Every one of us should at
least once go visit Paint Rock pic-
tographs. There is a feeling, a sense
of belonging or coming home there
that doesn’t exist anywhere else. If
you would like to go next year, you
can contact Crystal at the Comanche
Academy or Martina at the tribe.
Let’s get a big group lined up for next
year’s excavation.

Angela Garza

Courtesy Photo

Dear TCNN,

While shopping at Lowe's in
Lawton, I saw a man also shopping. I
asked if he was a contractor. Voila! The
man answered he was! After chatting
and sharing remodeling issues, I asked
if the contractor could give me an es-
timate. He acknowledged and agreed
to follow up with an estimate that very
afternoon.

That contractor's name is Nery
Olivares. Mr. Olivares owns Triple J.
Remodeling company, located in Nor-
man, Oklahoma. He has been in busi-
ness for 5 years. Mr. Olivares has over
10 years of construction experience,
building a total of 15 years. He has ex-
perience with a variety of constructions,
remodeling, renovations, and design.
He is particularly familiar with various
brands of fabrications and styles. He
is insured, bonded, and licensed in the
state of Oklahoma. He lives in Norman.

My 20-year-old home was
in dire need of remodeling. Triple J
remodeled my kitchen and completely
remodeled my bathroom. The final ren-
ovations were addressed on the home's
exterior.

My home renovations in-
cluded a variety of challenging tasks,
labor, and effort. However, Triple J Re-
modeling was capable and qualified to
perform an utterly satisfactory accom-
plishment. Triple J Remodeling's per-
formance was acceptable for all home
renovations, repairs, and remodeling
jobs vital to my home at a reasonable
cost.

Thank you, Triple J Remod-
eling, for going above and beyond to
complete a job well done! If anyone
needs a reputable and honest contractor,
give Mr. Olivares a call at (405) 933-
5315.

Finally, I want to thank the
Comanche Tribe for approving and fi-
nancially assisting in the completion of
this job!

Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah

Lawton Business Becomes
Comanche-Owned, Operated
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Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Tim Johnson along with the Lawton/ Ft. Sill Chamber of Commerce, cut
the ribbon on May 2, to officially open Classic Carpet. Johnson and his
sister Shawna Garcia are the owners of the business.

By Natascha Mercadante /News Staff

In early April, Timothy
Johnson, a majority owner of Classic
Carpet, held a grand opening in
Lawton, Oklahoma.

Johnson is in partnership
with his sister, Shawna Garcia and
recently purchased the company
from a previous owner.

“So Classic Carpet has
been a part of Lawton for over 20
years,” he said. “It has had two
previous owners, and I worked with
the previous owner...Ethan Wyatt,
and he gave me the opportunity to
buy the business. He was a little
overstretched, and he approached
me and asked me if [ was interested
in buying it, and I was. And my
construction company, Johnson and
Sons, put me in position to buy this
property.”

Johnson said the company
is a staple of Lawton.

“.And to

have an
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opportunity to keep something like
that afloat and keep it part of the
community is very important to
me,” he said. “And also, as a Native
American entrepreneur, you know,
it was a great opportunity for me to
further my portfolio.”

The company provides
several flooring options, granite
countertops and cabinets.

Johnson said he wants to set
an example for his children.

“And for other family
members who choose to follow in
the footprints that I’'m putting out as
far as entrepreneurship and Native
American entrepreneurship,” he said.

Johnson’s oldest sons work
for him at his construction company,
Johnson and Sons.

Classic Carpet is located at
1302 SW Sheridan Road and can be
reached at (580) 354-9966.

Courtesy Photos

2025-2026 ROYALTY. Several Johnson O’Malley (JOM), schools and organizations
crowned their princesses and braves for the 2025-2026 year. Clockwise from left: The
Cache JOM Princess, Aalynn Codopony, and Brave, Joel Cable, were crowned March
30 at their annual powwow. The Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache (KCA) Veterans Orga-
nization crowned Mercedez Banderas on May 17, at their annual powwow. The Elgin
JOM crowned their Jr. Brave, Nokoski Hawk Singleton, Jr. Princess, Talia Quiroga, Sr.
Princess, Joycelyn Blodgett and Sr. Brave Dominique Komahcheet during their annual
spring powwow on April 12. The Comanche Academy Charter School held their annual
powwow on May 3, and crowned it’s Brave, Justin Negron and Princess, Amiah Phillips.
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Wilestones

Happy Belated Birthday

May 31 - Parker
Happy Birthday!

June 2 - Edward Tahhahwah
Jr. “Love, your children.”
June 6 - Tracey McClung-
Pack

June 7 - Caden Tahbonemah
June 8 -Hazel Jo

June 8 - Ruger Rodriguez
June 9 - Travis Clark Jr.
June 10 - Steven

June 11 - Claudia Harrison
June 16 - Jacki Yuzos

June 17 - Teanu Peshlakai
June 18 - Clar Eyelash

June 18 - Taylor Rose-Ann
Williams

June 22 - Monica McClung
June 23 - Qynn

June 23 - Vivian KalLeigh
Hall

June 25 - Layla Harjo

June 26 - Lisa Collins

June 28 - Cobb Laurenzana
June 29 - Victoria

June 30 - Isaac Lujano

-

The Comanche Nation
News
July Edition
Deadline:
June 15
Email:
stacey. heminokeky@comanchenation.
com
Mail:
Comanche Nation/P10
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, OK 73501
\_ Contact: (580) 492-3385 J

Petarsy Church
Free Men’s
Breakfast &
Fellowship

8 a.m.
the 2nd Saturday
of the Month

266 Little Bear

Loop,

Richard’s Spur

Happy 21st Birthday
Caden Tahbonemah
June 7
~ We love you bunches! From,
Momma and Pops.

Happy Birthday
Steven
June 10
~ We love you bunches! From,
Momma and Pops.

Happy 18th Birthday
Layla Harjo
June 25
~ We love you. Love, Dad, Mom,
Derek and Ariyah.

HAPPY

DAY

Answers from Page 8

Happy Birthday
Hazel Jo
June 8
~ We love you so much! From,
Momma and Daddy.

Happy Birthday
Claudia Harrison
June 11
~ Happy Birthday, from your
siblings.

Happy Birthday
Lisa Collins
June 26
~ Happy Birthday Boppy, We love
you! From, sister, Ariane and
Rachel!
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Let's Have A Picnic
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Happy Birthday
Ruger Rodriguez
June 8
~ Happy Birthday from your TT
Andi, and TT Claudia.

Happy 1st Birthday
Taylor Rose-Ann Williams
June 18
~ XOXO Mom and Dad, Nivee
Nahmi and Mimi.

Happy Birthday
Nita Janelle Tonips-Polite
June 26
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4 Edward Tahhahwah Jr. g
*  ~Happy Fathers Day. ¥

* Hope you have a Blessed *
Father's Day with all the *
& love in the world.
From Shana, Gail,
*  Ellen, Edward Il an »
grandkids. J .,h‘
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Happy Belated 2nd Birthday
Parker
May 31
~ We love you! From, Mom and
Dad!

Happy Birthday
Travis Clark Jr.
June 9
~ Happy Birthday TJ. We love you
so much! From, Rachel, Ariane, and
Kakoo.

Happy 17th Birthday
Qynn
June 23
~ Love, your family.

a

Happy Birthday
Victoria
June 29
~ We love you and are so proud of
you! From, Grandma Kakoo, Rachel
and Ariane.
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: ~Happy Father’s Day. From :
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Cobb and Diana Laurenzana and

Happy Birthday Cobb!
June 28
Celebrating 10 years of Marriage!
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Obituaries

Liberty Marie Pahcheka

Courtesy Photo
Pahcheka
Liberty Marie Pahcheka, 41,
of Santa Maria, California passed away
on March 15. She was born on July 22,
1983, in Lawton, Okla. She attended
school in Andrews, Texas, and later
moved to Oklahoma, then California.
Pahcheka was a proud mili-
tary mom and proud grandmother. She
was fearless and unapologetically hon-
est. She was a good friend who never
forgot to text or stop by for special oc-
casions like birthdays or anniversaries.
Pahcheka is survived by par-
ents Dean Pahcheka and Kathy Rave;
siblings Marilynn Pahcheka, Jacob
Pahcheka, and Cookie Pahcheka; chil-
dren Elijah Pahcheka, Anthony Zepeda,
Adrian Zepeda, Nalani Pahcheka;
granddaughter Izabela; special friend
Tim Munoz who stayed by her side
throughout her illness and Pete Zepeda
Father to Anthony and Adrian.

Jessie Pewo

Courtesy Photo

Pewo

Jessie was born to Michael
(Babe) Erwin Pewo & Rachel Mai
Gonzales on November 27, 1986, in
Lawton, Okla. She met her companion
Carlos Vidal on June 26, 2019. She en-
joyed watching movies, cooking, go-
ing to the lake swimming, fishing, and
have a good time. She was a proud
member of the Comanche Tribe. She
loved her family, friends and anyone
she came into contact with.

She is survived by her com-
panion, Carlos Vidal; Mother: Rachael
Gonzalez; maternal grandfather: Mike
R. Gonzalez; Brothers: Erwin (Pogo)
Michael Pewo, Montana Beaver; sis-
ter: Sarah Beaver; daughter: Raelyn
(Rae-Rae) Mithlo; sons: Ronald (Ron-
nie) Mithlo, Tony Mithlo, and Michael
Mithlo; aunt: Michelle Gonzalez, Un-
cle: Scotty Pewo and many other lov-
ing aunties, uncles, and cousins.

She is preceded in death by
her father: Michael Erwin Pewo; Pater-
nal-Grandparents: John Allen and Dora
Pewo; Maternal-Grandmother: Mai
Cozad; uncle: John (Junebug) Pewo II;
great -grandparents: Erwin and Jessie
(Casas) Ware; Great-Grandmothers:
Trinidad (Torres) Gonzalez and Juanita
Bentley; cousin; John Pewo III (John-
boy); as well as other grandparents
from both Ware and Pewo families.

Briana Nicole
Kaywaykla

Courtesy Photo

Kaywaykla
Briana Nicole Kaywaykla
went to her heavenly home on April 16.
Kaywaykla was born to Kevin Ander-
son and Christine Kaywaykla on Octo-

ber 28, 1995, in Lawton, Oklahoma.

Kaywaykla was a proud
member of the Comanche Nation of
Oklahoma; and also carried the blood-
line of the Apache Tribe.

Kaywaykla loved to sing,
dance, paint, and cook. Kaywaykla
had the ability to illuminate a room
with her personality and presence. She
loved to make others feel beautiful; she
found a way to do that through make-
up and hair. Kaywaykla was a divine
light within her family, her soul was
beautiful. She embodied kindness, and
would often put others before herself.
Kaywaykla’s departure to be with the
creator is felt tremendously by her lov-
ing family and all those whom had a
chance to know her.

Kaywaykla is survived by
siblings; Brittiany Kaywaykla, Grego-
ry Ryan Kaywaykla, Ciara Kaywaykla,
Drevon Kaywaykla, Rashard Andrews
and Lexus Kaywaykla; Grandmother:
Winifred Pope; uncle: Jason Kaywayk-
la; Aunt: Rhonda Whitewolf; stepfather
Gary Johnson.

Kaywaykla is preceded in
death by mother: Christine Kaywayk-
la; father: Kevin Anderson; maternal
grandparent: William “Bill” Kaywayk-
la; aunt: Shirley Whitewolf; uncle:
Frank Whitewolf.

Kendra Tartsah

Courtesy Photo

Tartsah

With profound sadness, we
say goodbye to Kendra Tartsah, Cache,
whose vibrant spirit touched the lives
of many. Tartsah left this world on
April 30, at the age of 56 leaving a void
in the lives of so many people.

The past 30 years Tartsah
lived and worked in Oklahoma City
as a hairdresser. And later became an
master instructor/teacher at the Okla-
homa City Community College teach-
ing students various beauty techniques;
a job that she truly loved.

Tartsah enjoyed life and had
an adventurous spirit and traveled to
Europe to join the "Camino de San-
tiago." It was there that she completed
a walk of 500 miles and met various
people from all over the world. In the
past three years of Tartsah’s life she left
her job to move to Cache to become a
caregiver of her aging father. During
that timeframe she began to become
ill and couldn't continue to care for her
father. She moved to Carnegie to live
with her aunt Lahoma and uncle Darin
so they could care for Tartsah and her
father.

Her father, Frank Tartsah mar-
ried the late Gwendolyn Odem Tartsah
for 45 years and from that union they
had Tartsah and their son, Rodney.

Tartsah leaves behind her be-
loved family, friends, nieces, nephews
and cousins: ReAhna and husband Bry-
an Kowena and children, Kaley and
husband, Cale Ware, Kelsey Tartsah
and David Dwyer and Rylon Tartsah.

Millard Barry Clark Sr.
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Clark

Millard Barry Clark Sr,
passed away on May 1, in Saint George,
Utah, at the age of 71. Born on August
19, 1953, to Edward Louis Clark and
Norma Gladys Rhoads. He was a proud
member of Comanche Nation and of
Cheyenne decent.

Clark was a proud graduate
of El Reno High School and attended
Oklahoma Military Academy then
went on to make an indelible mark in
Native American music and culture.

As the founder and owner-op-

erator of Indian Sounds Incorporated,
Clark was one of the first Native Amer-
ican recording labels, a groundbreak-
ing achievement that forever changed
the landscape of Indigenous music.
With a powerful blend of Cheyenne
and Comanche heritage, he used his
talents and vision to preserve, promote,
and uplift Native voices across genera-
tions and genres.

For nearly five decades, Clark was a
driving force behind Native music's
evolution firmly rooted in tradition
while embracing modern innovation.
He recorded and produced traditional
tribal songs, powwow performances,
and spiritual music, all while empow-
ering young Native musicians to build
careers using new recording technolo-
gies. He conducted panels at national
conferences like the National Indian
Education Association.

Clark's voice and drumming
were recognized throughout Indian
Country. From his early recordings like,
Indian Chipmunks, Powwow songs
from Oklahoma, Kiowa Flag Song,
and most notably Let's 49 and Round
dance songs with English lyrics to per-
formances with the Southern Singers,
Original Cache Creek Singers and Co-
zad family, O-Ho-Mah Lodge. He was
a respected head singer and cultural
ambassador. His label's catalog grew
to include Zuni, Navajo, Kiowa, Sioux,
Comanche, Northern Plains, and Chris-
tian Hymn music, along with language
tapes, blues, poetry, and traditional cer-
emonial songs.

Beyond his monumental ca-
reer, Clark was a devoted husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, and great-grandfather.

Clark was more than a cultur-
al pioneer he was a guardian of tradi-
tion, a visionary of sound, and a patri-
arch whose influence will resonate for
generations.

He is survived by his loving
wife, Carmen Clark, of the home; his
daughters Norma Cross and husband
(Brent), Lynsie Clark, and Morning-
dove Clark; and his sons Norman L.
Clark wife (Tara), Noah Clark, Sanaa
Kennedy, and Kaisoov Clark.

He leaves behind his beloved
grandchildren: Matthew, Mackenzie,
Stephen, Joanna, Lacee, Leeandra,
Isaac, and Elena; Great grandchildren:
Samantha, Killman, Lozen, Matthew
Jr., Zacariah, Jolynne; he was also
blessed with many adopted brothers,
sisters, sons, daughters, aunts, uncles,
nieces, and nephews

Clark was preceded in death
by his parents, Edward L. Clark and
Norma Gladys Rhoads Clark, his
brother Norman L Clark, his sons Mil-
lard Jr., Edward "Eddie" Clark, and
Shilkeem "Boo" Martineau; his daugh-
ter Mary Lynette Clark; and his grand-
daughter Samantha Clark.

His spirit lives on in every
song, every story, and every heartbeat
of the drum. LET'S 49!

Walter Chrismon

Courtesy Photo
Chrismon

Walter Chrismon, was born
on August 19, 1955, in Anadarko,
Oklahoma, in Caddo County. Chris-
mon’s parents were Junior Ray and
Elizabeth Ellen Fife Chrismon. Chris-
mon was raised in Cyril,

Oklahoma, and attended Cyril Public
Schools. He graduated from Cyril High
School in 1973.

Following his high school
graduation, Chrismon attended Cam-
eron University and graduated with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in 1978.
Chrismon worked as a JH Baseball
Coach for Cache Public Schools before
he began his firefighting career with
Wichita Falls Fire Department in 1981.
In 1983, Chrismon began working for
Lawton Fire Department and continued
working until his retirement in 2008.

After retirement, he re-
turned to the workforce working for
O’Reilly’s before beginning work for

LTR Fastener and Supply in September
of 2021.

Chrismon is preceded in
death by his father and mother: Junior
Ray and Elizabeth Ellen Chrismon.

Chrismon is survived by
girlfriend Linda Overall of Mustang;
Son, Caleb and wife Terra Chrismon
of Yukon; Granddaughters Rya, Cas-
sidy, and Logan of Yukon; Daughter,
Tiffany Chrismon and fiancé Micah
Lomas, of Oklahoma City. Brothers
Jack Chrismon of Benson, North Caro-
lina; Darrell and wife Mary Chrismon
of Cyril, Oklahoma; Donald and wife
Monica Chrismon of Cyril, Okla-
homa. Nieces and Nephews: Dean
Chrismon, Charles Chrismon and wife
Brandy, Amy Chrismon, Joshua Chris-
mon, Sybil Claborn and husband Justin,
Katrina Garcia and husband Manuel,
Dustin Chrismon and wife Missy, Jen-
nifer Sanders and husband Matthew,
Aaron Evans and wife Brooke, Cole
Chrismon
and wife Kalyn, Aric Evans and wife
Jennifer, Sarah Vogler and husband
Zach.

Grand Nieces and Nephews: Chace
Chrismon; Johnathan Pittman, Ryan
&amp; Selena  Chrismon; John
Paul Mahoney, Michael and Megan
Chrismon; Nola, Camille, and Viv-
ian Claborn; Kaitlyn Heitman &amp;
Brennan Garcia; Kalla, Sebastian, Va-
cie, &amp; Alexis Chrismon; Mark
&amp; Chrismon Sanders; Bryson

&amp; Adelyn Evans; Preston &amp;
Asher Chrismon; Rylie &amp; Case
Evans; Wyatt &amp; Eli Vogler, and
Addi Miller; Great Nieces:
Brown &amp; Aspen Abeyta

Billy Joe Bigbow Sr.

Hensley
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Our dear dad, husband, papa,
brother, elder and friend, Billy Joe
Bigbow Sr. passed away peacefully on
May 6, at the age of 91. He was born
on August 20, 1933, to Joe and Mae
(Codopony) Bigbow in Lawton, Okla-
homa.

Bigbow grew up and gradu-
ated from Indiahoma High School. He
took part in FFA, basketball, baseball,
along with other school activities. He
was a proud member of the Comanche
Nation of Oklahoma and was also of

Kiowa decent He married Rosemary
Asetamy whom they had 3 children
Karen, Susan, and Billy Jr. They raised
their family in Indiahoma where Big-
bow served as the substitute Ag teacher
along with being a welder, masonry,
and owner of Bigbow Hampshire Farm
later known as Bigbow Club Lambs.
He was married to Rosemary until her
passing in 1994. Bigbow worked for
Comanche County District 3 at Cache.

Bigbow married Betty Big-
bow they were married on March 7,
1997. Together they continued life
in Indiahoma where Bigbow contin-
ued his love with sheep and livestock
shows. Bigbow was greatly known,
loved and respected throughout the
sheep community. He spent his life
raising prize winning show lambs.
One of Bigbow’s proudest moments
was when his daughter Karen showed
the Grand Champion Lamb with her
Hampshire at the Tulsa State Stock
show and his daughter Susan won re-
served grand champion with her Suf-
folk in Oklahoma City. Bigbow won
many showmanship and breed cham-
pions. And Bigbow’s saddest moment
was the passing of his daughter Karen,
2021. Bigbow was awarded honorary
State Farmer by the State FFA. Big-
bow had such a love for sheep shows
and wanted any kid that wanted to
show be able to, regardless of their
ability to pay. He was a huge advocate
for 4H and FFA for many years. If there
was a sheep show you were guaranteed
to see Bigbow there. He helped end-
less amounts of young showman, and
always made sure to spread the word of
God while doing so.

He was best known for saying
"You Always Be Good to Everyone."”

Bigbow was a member of the
Post Oak Mennonite Brethren Church
and then a member of the Indiahoma
United Methodist Church with his wife
Betty until his passing. He was a man
of Faith and a lover of watermelon, but
his love for his family, friends, and
community were like no other. He al-
ways had a big smile on his face and a
hug for everyone.

Bigbow is survived by: wife
of the home Betty Bigbow; sister Jo
Ann Lambert; son Billy Bigbow Jr.
and wife Marlys, daughter Susan Big-
bow-Cameron; son in law Ted Kagle;
Craig and Lennetta Davenport all of
Indiahoma, Kari and Brian Robert-
son, and Dawn and Eddie Dodd all of
Comanche,Texas, Shawn and Sharon
Davenport of Elk City; grandchildren:
Amber Bigbow-Roach, Missy Bigbow-
Podoll, James and Alana Davenport,
Clinton and Kyle Watts; Cody, Dylan,
and Brandi Dodd; great grandchil-
dren: Justice, Nicholas, Anthony, Tay-
lor, Morgan, Camdyn, Ember, Sage,
and Bailey; many close relatives and
friends.

Bigbow is preceded in death
by: daughter, Karen Bigbow Kagle,
spouse Rosemary Bigbow; parents Joe
and Mae Bigbow; sisters Anna May
Lonetree and Cody Sorrow.

&N i Dropoff/ Pickup Locations

for Summer Camp

Lawton: Dorothy Sunrise
Lorentino Center
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MEMBER FDIC ‘ EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Financial Goal:
Mid-Year Review

Juneis a good time to take a look at the financial goals
you have set to see how you are doing.

Scan here to
get more tips!

Let’s check your progress!
« How much have you saved toward the goal?

« Areyou on track to meet the goal?
. Ifyou are on track, good job! Keep doing what
you are doing!
. Ifyou are alittle behind, check the following:
Can spending habits be adjusted?
. Has something unexpected happen?
If so, that's ok! Adjust the goal, either the

amount or the timeframe.

Did you meet the goal?
. Awesome! Set a new goal and start working
towards that.

Any progress on a goal is progress, even slow progress.
Don't give up. Be willing to make adjustments as they
need to be made. Making the adjustments will help you

achieve the financial goal you set out to achieve.
877-585-4177

Did you receive your 2024 Per Cap
and/or Elders Payment?

Call Per Cap Assistance

at 877-585-4177

to check on any Per Capita

or Elders Payments.

You may now update your
address with Enrollment by
going to the enrollment page at
comanchenation.com and clicking on the
online form or call 580-492-3371
for other enrollment related questions.

More Than Banking, It's Family!

CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,

FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

+ Heating and Alr

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS
Compeditive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

Duct Cleaning ServiceseBlown Insulation

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Gall 405-829-1207
W & R MECHANICALLLC

Dean’s Drive-Thru Pawn Shop
2617 S. Robinson-0KC, OK

WWW.dEEIHSpEIWH.E'Dm

405.239.2774

“OKC's Oldest Pawn Shop”
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onsitecprfirstaid.com

onsitecprfirstaid@gmail.com

405-829-2008
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The Cuir Lady Too, LLC

Machine Quilting & Custom Quilts
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600 W. Wyoming Ave, Cyril, OK 73029
806-420-8620

TheQuiltLadyToo@yahoo.com

334 Rock Ridge Road
Elgin, OK T3538
5A0-917-5039

V.tomahsah@gmail.com
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THE ULTIMA_TE
PLINKO
DROP!
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FRIDAYS &

SATURDAYS
JUNE 6-28 //
/PM-11PM /

a7

RECEIVE 1 ENTRY FOR EVERY
50 POINTS EARNED 8AM-11PM

JUNE

0 EOMANGHE
" BURGER CO,

FRITO Pl
BURGER

June Special: $12.75

Camandig Pemands Clal

) EXCLUSIVE!
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&7 COMANCHE SPUR
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FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
JUNE 6-JULY 26 » 8PM-MIDNIGHT

BE 1 OF 3 HOURLY, WEEKLY,WINNERS TO WIN
UP,TO $500 CASH OR UP.TO $200 COMANCHE
~"JUNE 6-JULY, 25!

ON JULY 2& AT MIDNIGHT,
1*" PLACE GRAND PRIZE WINNER RECEIVES A 2025 RV,
2"° PLACE WINS CAMPING SUPPLIES AND
3" PLACE WINS FISHING SUPPLIES.
HOURLY WINNERS THAT EVENING WIN UP TO
5300 CASH OR UP T0 $200 COMANCHE CREDIT.

RECEIVE 1 ENTRY FOR EVERY 50 POINTS EARNED.
MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS.

Comanche Aewardy Chub

~ EXCLUSIVE!
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Phato of B, ramping and lnhing apples muy
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EVERY SUNDAY!

Comanche Rewards Club Members
who are Comanche Tribal Elders receive
520 Comanche Credit on your Comanche

Rewards Card every Sunday.
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COMANCHE NATION
% ENTERTAINMENT

ComancheNationEntertainment.com




