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Election Board Has Absentee Ballots Requests Available
Submitted by Comanche Nation Election Board
	 Because the General Council is coming up, the election board will have absentee ballot request forms avail-
able for tribal members to fill out beginning March 1 at the following places:

•	 Dallas Outreach
•	 Anadarko Outreach
•	 OKC Outreach
•	 Elder Center
•	 Comanche Academy 
	 Tribal members can fill out the forms on-site and have them faxed (580) 492-3702 or emailed charlotte. ni-
yah@comanchenation.com immediately.
Any questions please call (580) 581-9883.
	 Also, a reminder for tribal members to ensure that their mailing address is updated with enrollment to ensure 
they receive their absentee ballots on time.

Comanche Cache Casino Reopens with Major 
Expansion and Oklahoma’s First Wahlburgers  

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

	 On February 21, Comanche 	
Cache Casino held its grand opening 
event.
	 The day began with the 
Lord’s Prayer performed by Coman-
che Nation Princess Bluesky Tosee 
and Jr. Princess Arlene Schonchin. 
There was also dance demonstrations. 
	 Comanche Nation Chairman 
Forest Tahdooahnippah also gave 
opening remarks. 
	 Comanche Cache Casino 
General Manager Brian Weryavah 
would cut the ribbon to the new ca-
sino. 
	 “It's huge. I mean…the an-
ticipation for this property has been 
building for a couple of years. We've…
put a lot of hard work, a lot of dedica-
tion, and to finally see everybody that 
came out to be a part of our grand 
opening was huge,” he said. “And it's 
a testament to not only…Comanche 
Nation Entertainment, but also the 
Comanche Nation as a whole.”
	 Weryavah said it took a lot 
of hours and hard work to get the ca-
sino open. 
	 “We put a lot of time and ef-
fort into getting us to this point and 
to finally see it come to life. And, 
you know, everyone showing up and 
just the excitement that's been build-
ing up,” he said. “Our team mem-
bers have been…talking about it for 
months, and for it to finally happen…
I mean, I'm just overwhelmed today.”
Weryavah said it was a learning ex-
perience working with many different 
companies and employees. 
	 “It was exciting to open a 

new property with everything be-
ing brand new and…getting to work 
with team members that I've never 
worked with before and also working 
with team members that, you know, 
that I have worked with before,” he 
said. “And then just all of our man-
agement team from my management 
team that's on property to all of the 
other managers from all of our other 
properties coming together for this 
one goal in mind.”
	 Weryavah said the staff had 
made progress from the soft opening. 
	 “And just the dedication of 
them being here for all of it…was 
a testament to how we've come to-
gether as a team,” he said. “It was 
also, you know, it shows the testa-
ment of all of the management team 
from other properties being here and 
working together. And personally, I 
mean…I want to thank all of them, 
all of our dedicated team members 
from Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment as a whole. And then also…my 
family has supported me through…
a lot of long hours of being here to 
make this happen. And then most of 
all to my people, the Comanche Na-
tion has made this possible.”
	 Comanche Cache Casino 
unveiled an expanded gaming floor 
and new amenities as part of its phase 
two development. 
	 “The reopening of Coman-
che Cache Casino represents a major 
step forward for our property, de-
livering more entertainment, dining 
and convenience to our guests,” said 
Steven Doyle, CEO of Comanche 

Nation Entertainment. “The addition 
of Wahlburgers marks a historic mo-
ment for us as we introduce this fam-
ily-friendly restaurant to Oklahoma 
for the first time."
	 Comanche Cache Casino, 
located at 16193 OK-115 in Cache, 
Oklahoma, temporarily closed in 
February 2024 to commence its ex-
pansion. The re-grand opening will 
unveil a range of enhancements, in-
cluding an expanded gaming floor 
featuring over 300 slot machines, a 
new open-air veranda and a conve-
nience store and gas station, all de-
signed to elevate the guest experi-
ence.
	 There was a meet-and-greet 
with actor Tatanka Means Then, at 6 
p.m. on February 27, Wahlburgers 
hosted its grand opening and a meet-
and-greet with Chef Paul Wahlberg.

About Wahlburgers
	 Founded by Mark Wahlberg, 
Donnie Wahlberg and Executive 
Chef Paul Wahlberg, Wahlburgers 
debuted in October 2011 in Hing-
ham, Massachusetts. The subject of 
an A&E reality show, Wahlburgers 
offers a fun, casual and music-filled 
atmosphere where guests — like 
family — share great food, a few 
laughs and lots of love. While its 
walls celebrate the family’s story 
through photos and words of the 
Wahlberg brothers’ life journeys 
from Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
neighborhood kids to internationally 
recognized celebrities and a rising 
chef, the food at Wahlburgers takes 

See CASINO Page 3

Housing Authority 
Awarded  

$6  Million HUD 
Grant and 

Awarded One-
Time Funding for 

Down Payment 
Assistance 
Program

Submitted by Comanche 
Nation Housing Authority Staff

	 Comanche Nation Housing 
Authority (CNHA), a Comanche Na-
tion-affiliated organization that pro-
motes self-sufficiency and provides 
affordable, safe and decent housing 
to low-income tribal members, re-
cently received a one-time $6 million 
grant from The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD). The funds will go towards 
the acquisition of 24 single-family 
homes to address the lack of afford-
able housing options for Comanche 
Nation Tribal members. 
 	 “We had 155 Comanche 
families on our waiting list for home-
ownership when we applied for this 
grant in August 2024,” Nora Sovo, 
Executive Director of CNHA said.  		

“Today, that number has grown to 164 
families.  This grant enables us to 
acquire more homes to address this 
critical need for housing as we work 
toward our goal of ensuring every 
Comanche family has access to safe, 
affordable and quality housing.” 
	 Out of 32 awardees, CNHA 
was the only one authorized for ac-
quisitions. “Expanding our housing 
options means we can better meet the 
diverse needs of Comanche families 
and enhance all of our programs,” 
said Sovo. 
 	 The grant comes from HUD 
announcing a $150 million invest-
ment toward affordable housing in 
tribal communities through the In-
dian Housing Block Grant (IDHBG) 
Competitive program. In total, 535 
housing units across the U.S. will be 
assisted for the use of Native fami-
lies.  
	 The Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority (CNHA) has set 
aside one-time funding to establish 
a Down Payment Assistance Pro-
gram to help Tribal members achieve 
homeownership. The program is in-
tended to increase the availability 
of affordable housing by combining 
CNHA funds with private first mort-
gages, making homeownership more 
accessible to a greater number of Co-
manche Nation families without ser-
vice area restrictions.
	 “Our Board recognizes 
that owning a home is a foundation 
for financial independence and gen-
erational stability,” Sovo said. “With 
this funding, we can assist more Trib-
al members who may not qualify for 
low-income housing programs but 
still need support to overcome finan-
cial barriers in purchasing a home.”
	 The one-time Down Pay-
ment Assistance Program provides fi-
nancial assistance to eligible Coman-
che Nation members 21 years of age 
and older who do not own a home.  
For those who qualify, assistance can 
be applied toward down payments, 
closing costs and other expenses as-
sociated with securing a mortgage. 
	 Through the program, 
CNHA can provide funds to lower the 
first mortgage amount to an afford-
able level for the homeowner. Assis-
tance is limited to 10% of the proper-
ty’s purchase price, with a maximum 
grant of $30,000 per homebuyer. The 

Comanche Veteran 
selected to receive 

an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree 

from Missouri 
State University

Courtesy Photo

Asepermy

	 Dr. William (Bill) Meadows, 
Missouri State University, Depart-
ment of Sociology-Anthropology and 
Native American Studies and author 
of the Kiowa, Apache and Comanche 
Military Societies and the Comanche 
Code Talkers of WWII, nominated 
Lanny Asepermy for an Honorary 
Doctorate Degree in Public Affairs. 
Dr. Meadows also serves as the Co-
manche Indian Veterans Association 
(CIVA) Historian and records keeper 
for our Comanche Veterans docu-
ments and biographies. 
	 He will receive the doctor-
ate degree in May during the Univer-
sity’s graduation ceremony.
	 Below is the Board of Gov-
ernors of Missouri State University 
Citation:

“Senate Action Conferring Honorary 
Doctorate upon SGM (Ret.) Lanny G. 
Asepermy 
WHEREAS, Mr. Lanny Asepermy has 
distinguished himself by his extraor-
dinary contributions in the area of 
public affairs; and 
WHEREAS, he served his country for 
24 years in the United States Army 
and was awarded numerous honors 
including the Legion of Merit and 
two Meritorious Service Medals; and 
WHEREAS, his service to unrecog-
nized veteran communities includes 
leadership roles in lobbying Congress 
for the Code Talker Recognition Act, 
becoming the first and only Native 
American Ambassador for the Okla-
homa Military Hall of Fame, fund-
raising and developing numerous 
Native American veteran monuments, 
and serving in leadership positions 
for various Native American veterans 
associations and color guards; and 
WHEREAS, he has served the univer-
sity by lecturing in the MSU Honors 
program, participating in and help-
ing with field schools, providing valu-
able historical documentation for 
research, and providing the opening 
ceremonies for the Smithsonian In-
stitution Traveling exhibit “Why We 
Serve”; and 
WHEREAS, he has distinguished 
himself as a historian, advocate, and 
leader; 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that the Faculty Senate of Missouri 
State University, meeting on this fifth 
day of December in the year two 
thousand twenty four, recommend to 

See ASEPERMY, Page 3
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Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche Cache Casino General Manager Brian Weryavah cuts the ceremonial ribbon to officially open the 
Comanche Cache Casino February 21. The casino is located at 16193 Hwy. 115 in Cache, Okla.

See HOUSING, Page 3
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Get more details & apply @FSFCU.COM/scholarship

Five scholarships available. 
Don’t wait! Submit your application 
online. 
Deadline is March 28, 2025.

GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

$3,000
Take the first step 

towards your future.
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Government

Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Forrest Tahdooahnippah

Email: Forrest.Tahdooahnippah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Diana Doyebi Sovo
Email: Diana.Sovo@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie

Email: Robert.Tippeconnie@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Jordan Fox

Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator

Lisa Dawsey
Email: Lisa.Dawsey@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman: 

Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS 
Tapooku Mua (March) 2025  

Cotton Wood Month
The award-winning Comanche Nation 

News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no 

charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the April 

Edition is 5 p.m., March 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
•	 Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

•	 Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

•	 Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

•	 Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

•	 News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

•	 Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

•	 The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. Please submit a 
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by 
tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for 
tribal members only. TCNN publishes 
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without 
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for 
tribal members only.

•	 TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

•	 We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
500 word limit. 

•	 The letters to the editor or articles 
contained in The Comanche Nation 
News does not reflect the views or 
opinions of the PIO staff.

Member of the 
Indigenous Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@thecomanchenationpio

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

@TheComacheNation

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the February 1,  Comanche Business Com-
mittee Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To obtain a copy of the 
official minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

	 The Comanche Nation Chairman, Forrest Tahdooahnippah, called 
the February CBC Meeting to order at 10 a.m.  

Resolutions:

A Total of 19 Resolutions 
Presented at the February 

CBC Meeting

Resolution No. 13-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1356 Minors. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 14-2025- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1357 Adults. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 15-2025- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1358 Does 
Not Meet Blood Quantum. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 16-2025- Realty Resolution Werickah Allotment 489. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 17-2025- Realty Resolution Werickah or Pahahbo Allotment 
490. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 18-2025- Realty Resolution Attocknie Allotment 533. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 19-2025- Realty Resolution Renewal of Existing Natural 
Gas Transmission Line ROW. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 20-2025- CNOEP Resolution for Grant Application to BIA 
Invasive Species Program. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 21-2025- CNOEP Resolution for Grant Application to BIA 
Natural Resources Tribal Youth Initiative. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 22-2025- Prevention & Recovery Resolution for Grant Ap-
plication DOJ. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 23-2025- Prevention & Recovery Resolution for Treatment 
Court. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 24-2025- Prevention & Recovery Resolution to Contract 
Carlos Taylor. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 25-2025- Resolution for Grant Application to Dept. Health 
Human Services (SAMHSA). The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 26-2025- CBC Resolution on Tribal Identification Cards. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 27-2025- CBC Resolution for Operating Transfer. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 28-2025- Comanche Homecoming Resolution to Set Annual 
Celebration Location. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 29-2025 - CBC Resolution Appointing Lisa Otipoby as As-
sociate Judge. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 30-2025- CBC Resolution Authorizing Vice-Chair as Tem-
porary Shared Signatory. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 31-2025- CBC Resolution Setting Stipends for Gaming 
Commissioners and Comanche Nation Entertainment Directors. The motion 
carries 6/0/0.
 

Motions
•	 Motion for Letter of Support MMIP Traverse Project Task Force Red 

Hand. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Maruaweka Numunuu:
	 One of the greatest powers the Tribal Council holds is the purse.  
It is the Tribal Council’s responsibility to approve the Annual Budget.  To 
allow the Tribal Council to approve a budget, the Constitution tasks the 
Comanche Business Committee with the duty to prepare a proposal for 
the Annual Budget.  This year’s proposal is complete and was the result 
of much hard work and many hours of deliberation.  
	 This year’s proposal is going to look very different because of a 
campaign promise of mine that was very important—full financial disclo-
sure.  This year’s budget fully discloses all sources of funding a program 
receives—not just the funding coming from the Tax Commission or Net 
Gaming Revenue under the Revenue Allocation Plan (colloquially called 
the “RAP”).  There is now a column that discloses the federal, state, and 
local funding (from any source, but usually from either grants or Public 
Law 638 contracts).  There is also now a column that discloses income 
earned by the program, such as rent from land leases, fares from transit 
rides, income from tribal ID fees, or the like.  Finally, another column 
discloses any indirect costs that a department receives (some departments 
like Property & Procurement or Finance are fully funded by indirect costs 
and thus have not previously appeared on the budget).  The budget is also 
color coded to show which programs have indirect costs taken out of their 
budgets and which do not.  
	 I hope that full disclosure foments more informed discussion.  
I do not want disclosure to sow any confusion due to the very different 
look of the budget.  It is important to remember that most all of the budget 
numbers are projections—as we’ve seen recently, grants can be frozen 
or rescinded, and program income can dip.  It is also important to under-
stand that the indirect costs, program income, and federal grants are all 
funding that programs have always received.  While this is the first time 
the Tribal Council will be fully informed, it is not the first time these pro-
grams or departments have received the funding.  Slashing funding based 
on this funding would, therefore, probably be unwise as gaming revenue 
provides an important supplement to other sources of funding.  However, 
I did want to disclose that revenue so that Tribal Council members may 
ask the important question of how programs use gaming revenue, and 
how they use their other revenue, to ensure that we are being as efficient 
as possible in spending your money. 
	 Unfortunately, this year’s budget will once again be tight.  Pro-
jections for gaming revenue are not significantly better than the current 
year, which is low.  However, we do have some alternative sources of rev-
enue.  In 1976, we received a settlement and 20% of the settlement was 
invested.  We previously used the interest to fund tribal operations, but 
have not for some years.  That money is still invested and still accruing 
interest (along with other money invested from oil and gas leases).  We 
can again tap this interest (without depleting principal) to help continue 
services at a high level.  The funeral home has also generated income 
and we can use some of that revenue as well.  However, no matter how 
creative we get, the fact remains that due to inflation and rising costs we 
will either have to reduce services across the board or cut some programs 
entirely.  In order to discuss all these important issues with Tribal mem-
bers, I plan on hosting several community meetings.  I look forward to 
seeing you there. 

center stage. Crafted by Chef Paul 
and served with heartfelt hospitality, 
Wahlburgers’ menu features a variety 
of premium burgers made with 100% 
Certified Angus Beef, house-made 
condiments, seared salmon, and oth-
er signature items such as The Super 
Melt, Housemade Chili, Bacon Mac 
N’Cheese, Parmesan Truffle Tots and 
housemade shakes. The restaurant 
also offers entree salads, vegetarian 
and gluten-free options. Wahlburg-
ers’ full-service bar is also a popular 
gathering spot to enjoy delectable 
Adult Shakes, cocktails, wines and 
beers, including the signature Wahl-
brewski – an unfiltered Pale Ale 
draft beer. Dedicated to giving back, 
Wahlburgers is active in every com-
munity it serves: The Mark Wahl-
berg Youth Foundation, which aims 
to raise and distribute funds to youth 
service and enrichment programs, 
was established in 2001 by Mark 
and Jim Wahlberg, who are lifelong 
members and advocates of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America. Open 
daily, Wahlburgers offers full-service 
dining, counter service, takeout and 
a full-service bar.  For locations and 
more information visit Wahlburgers.
com.

 

About Comanche Nation 
Entertainment 

	 Comanche Nation Enter-
tainment operates Comanche Nation 
Casino in Lawton, Comanche Red 
River Hotel Casino in Devol, Coman-
che Spur Casino in Elgin, Comanche 
Star Casino in Walters, Comanche 
War Pony Casino in Devol and Co-
manche Cache Casino in Cache. Its 
Comanche Travel Plazas, Smoke 
Shops and Quick Stops are located 
throughout Southwest Oklahoma.  
	 True to its tribal heritage, 
Comanche Nation Entertainment 
is committed to family. It treats its 
team members like family and sup-
ports vital community services in the 
towns where it operates. Its mission 
at all its properties is to provide a fun 
and exciting experience for guests, a 
safe and rewarding environment for 
team members and prosperity for the 
Comanche Nation.  
 	 For more information 
on Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment properties, visit www.coman-
chenationentertainment.com or fol-
low the company on Facebook.   
  

CASINO
Continued from Page 1

funds will be awarded in the form 
of a soft second mortgage with no 
monthly payments, which is gradu-
ally reduced each year and ultimately 
converted into homeowner equity.
	 “Expanding access to home-
ownership strengthens our Tribal 
communities and empowers mem-
bers to invest in their futures,” Sovo 
said. “This program is an important 
step in ensuring that more Comanche 
families have the opportunity to se-
cure stable housing.”
	 The program will operate 
on a first-come, first-served basis, 
subject to the availability of funds. 
Non-low-income tribal members cur-
rently leasing a home owned and op-
erated by CNHA are eligible to apply. 
Homebuyers will also be required to 
complete a CNHA-approved home-

buyer counseling class to prepare for 
the responsibilities of homeowner-
ship. Applications will open April 1 
on CNHA’s website at www.coman-
chehousing.com.
 	 CNHA also offers several 
other services to provide safe and af-
fordable housing for Comanche tribal 
members such as their Homeowner-
ship Lease Purchase Program, Rental 
Program, Elder Program and Student 
Housing Program, among others.  
 	 The housing authority cur-
rently serves five counties in South-
west Oklahoma, including Caddo, 
Comanche, Cotton, Kiowa and Till-
man, for their federal grant programs. 
To learn more about their programs 
visit www.comanchehousing.com. 

HOUSING
Continued from Page 1

the Board of Governors of Missouri 
State University that the degree of 
Doctor of Public Affairs (A.P.D.) be 
conferred upon Mr. Lanny Asepermy at 
the Commencement Ceremony in May 
two thousand twenty five in recognition 
of his extraordinary achievements in 
the area of public affairs.”
	 “It is my honor and pleasure 
to recommend Lanny Asepermy for 
Doctor of Public Affairs, Missouri 
State University,” Dr. Meadows said. 	

“Lanny Asepermy is an incredibly dedi-
cated and generous colleague. He is a 
mentor, counselor, advisor to Veterans 
and Non-Veterans. The Comanche Na-
tion and CIVA are grateful to have a 
person such as Lanny Asepermy. He 
is very devoted and dedicated to better 
serve our Veterans and their families. 
He volunteered his time to help Vet-
erans and surviving spouses file their 
disability claims, and direct Veterans to 
seek better health care.” 
	 “Lanny Asepermy is very de-
serving of the Doctor of Public Affairs 
from Missouri State University, former 

CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohawpat-
choko added. “ His dedication and ser-
vice to our Veterans goes un-noticed. 
Here are some examples:  

-Recipient of the Oklahoma Hall of 
Fame Hall of Honor and the Major 
General Douglas O. Dollar Distin-
guished Public Service Award.  

-Served with the Oklahoma Military 
Heritage Foundation, Oklahoma Hall 
of Fame  Ambassador-in-Charge and 
nominator responsible for induction 
into the Oklahoma Military Hall of 
Fame for the late Comanche Nation 
Code Talker Charles Chibitty, WWI & 
WWII Comanche Nation Code Talk-
ers, Choctaw and Pawnee Nation Code 
Talkers along with U.S. Army Staff 
Sergeant George RedElk, U.S. Army 
Captain Chuck Choney. 
Publications: Researched and pub-
lished over 400 military biographies 
of Comanche, Kiowa, Apache Nation 
veterans and non-Native veterans.
Established Comanche Nation Patriot 
Room and Gallery on May 13, 2013.”

ASEPERMY
Continued from Page 1
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2024 Audit of the Comanche Nation

Voting results for the Special January 2025 Election 
All resolution pass; plans underway for new Comanche Nation Fair area

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

	 Around 597 Comanche vot-
ers cast their ballot for the Special 
Election held January 27. 
	 The voting results were:
TC 04-2024: to establish a Charita-
ble Fund  - The voting results were 
411 “Yes” votes (69%) and 185 
(31%) “No” votes.  Chairman Forrest 
Tahdooahnippah explained starting a 
foundation will allow the Nation to 
take care of the paperwork, and use 
its greater resources to market the 

“Comanche” name and assist cultural/
youth/veteran organizations with 
fundraising.”
TC 05-2024: to adopt Real Estate 
Leasing Law under Hearth Act. The 
voting results were 426 “Yes” votes 
(74%) and 152 (26%) “No” votes. 	
	 Tahdooahnippah explained, 

“We could generate more income if 
we leased the land for longer than 
five years for other purposes such 
as housing, commercial, and re-
newable energy. Long-term leasing 
is necessary for investors to build 
homes, commercial buildings, or 
renewable energy facilities. If the 
General Council approves a Leasing 
Ordinance to the BIA for approval, if 
the BIA approves, then we can enter 
into long-term leases without any ad-
ditional levels of approval needed 
for individual leases. This will hope-
fully encourage greater development 
of our lands by third parties (at their 
own cost) who will pay rent to the 
Nation.”
 TC 06-2024: to approve an increase 
in limited waivers of sovereign im-

munity. The voting results were 410 
“Yes” votes (69%) and 185 (31%) 
“No” votes. 
	 “To facilitate more renova-
tions and new improvements to our 
properties, the cap will be increased 
from $3 million to $15 million. The 
CBC requests that the cap be “in-
dexed” to inflation, the $15 million 
will automatically increase each year 
so that the CBC does not have to 
come back again and again every few 
years,” he said.
TC 07-2024: to authorize the ex-
penditure of the Opioid Settlement 
Funds. The voting results were 440 

“Yes” votes (74%) and 153 (26%) 
“No” votes. The Opioid Settlement 
can only be used for certain pur-
poses related to the abatement of the 

opioid crisis. Importantly, the Tribe 
can use culturally grounded preven-
tion. The proposal is to use the $3.3 
million balance for Prevention and 
Recovery, Equine Therapy/Horse 
Program, Native American Church 
building and ceremonial grounds, 
and consultants for a Comanche 
Nation Department of Health. The 
proposal is to use the $3.3 million 
balance for Prevention and Recovery, 
Equine Therapy/Horse Program, Na-
tive American Church building and 
ceremonial grounds, and consultants 
for a Comanche Nation Department 
of Health.
 TC 08-2024: to authorize the expen-
diture of unspent funds. The voting 
results were 447 “Yes” votes (75%) 
and 150 (25%) “No” votes.  Plans are 

to use the other half to supplement 
the FY25 budget, especially vulnera-
ble populations (elders, youth shelter, 
social services, housing), to address 
persistent needs - in-house finance 
departments, veteran service officer, 
a donation to Salvation Army for a 
homeless shelter, enhancing educa-
tion through student services, also 
investment in economy and com-
munity: new businesses (Gore Blvd., 
in Lawton, Okla., in Texas) and Co-
manche Nation Fairgrounds. Chair-
man Tahdooahnippah noted much of 
this money is gaming revenue and 
therefore subject to IGRA and Rev-
enue Allocation Plan, must be spent 
consistent with those requirements

Continued on Page 5
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Comanche Nation Schedules Community Meetings  
About FY26 Proposed Budget   

A series of community meetings are scheduled to discuss the proposed 
Comanche Nation 2026 Fiscal Year budget.
The meetings are:

March 5
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Comanche Nation Community Center of Walters
905 E. Missouri Ave.

Walters, Okla.

March 11
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Cahoma Building
752 NW Quanah Rd.

Cache, Okla.

March 18
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Comanche Nation Community Center of Apache
309 Julia Mahseet Rd.

Apache, Okla.

March 25
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Watchetaker Hall 
Comanche Nation Complex

Lawton, Okla.

April 3
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Oklahoma City Outreach Office
8014 N Western Ave.
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Continued from Page 4

Continued on Page 6
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MAKING TRIBAL CDIBS AN OFFICIAL ID. At the February 1, Comanche Busi-
ness Committee Meeting, Resolution No. 26-2025 was passed to allow the Comanche 
Nation Enrollment Department to place a 10 year expiration date on all Certificate of 
Degree of Indian Blood (CDIB) cards issued to enrolled members of the Comanche 
Nation, effective the passing of the resolution. By placing this on the tribal IDs, they 
can be accepted as an official form of identification to non tribal entities and business-
es. It further mandates the Comanche Casinos and Comanche programs to accept 
the new CDIBs as an official form of ID unless a federal grant or self determination 
states otherwise. 

Continued from Page 5
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Eight Tribes Unite for Resolution to Support an 
Exemption of Native Nations from Future Suspension 

	 On February 3, a total of eight tribes gathered at the Comanche Nation’s Watchetaker Hall to discuss and create a resolution in response to the Trump Administration’s January 27 memo-
randum (M-25-13) under which all federal agencies were directed that they must temporarily pause all activities related to obligations disbursement of all federal financial assistance pending further 
review and analysis by the Trump Administration. Although the memo was reascended January 29, the tribal leaders felt it was imperative to remind the United States Government of its treaty obliga-
tions.	 Leaders from the Caddo Nation, Delaware Nation, Apache Tribe, Comanche Nation, Wichita and Affiliated Tribes, Ft. Sill Apache Tribe, Kiowa Tribe and Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes were 
in attendance.

From Left: Law-
rence Spotted-
Bird, Chairman 
of the Kiowa 
Tribe; Deborah 
Dotson, Presi-
dent of the Dela-
ware Nation; 
Durell Cooper, 
Chairman of the 
Apache Tribe; 
Kelly Factor, 
Vice Chairman 
of the Caddo Na-
tion; Bobby Gon-
zales, Chairman 
of the Caddo Na-
tion; Matt Tselee, 
Vice Chairman of 
the Apache Tribe; 
Forrest Tahdooahnippah, Chairman of the Comanche Nation; and Tasha Mousseau, Vice 
President of the Wichita and Affiliated Tribes.

Courtesy Photo

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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Comanche Business Committee Release 
Proposed FY 26 Budget

Continued on Page 9
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Sonia and Patrick Attocknie 
(580) 483-9326

@TheComacheNation

@thecoman-
chenationnews

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpioThe Comanche 
Nation News

Follow the Comanche Nation 
Public Information Office 

Continued from Page 8
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Programs

	 On January 25, the Coman-
che Nation Historic Preservation Of-
fice held a coat drive for Riverside 
Indian School students in exchange 
for buffalo meat.
	 Historic Preservation Direc-
tor Martina Minthorn said they were 
thankful for all the support from the 
community.
	 “It was an amazing morning 
just to see the excitement from every-
body that came from far and wide to 
be able to help out,” she said. “But 
also get the buffalo meat, and so it's 
just a beautiful experience for them 
to be excited to see about this food 
coming back into our community.”
	 Minthorn said it was good to 
see everyone come and donate. 
	 “So many people gave more 
than what was expected. And so, just 
to see all the hygiene items, all the 
hoodies, all the socks, hats,” she said. 

“We've had some military, tribal mem-
bers stationed here, so that was pretty 
cool for them to come through. And 
they brought so much to donate to 
these students, and so knowing that 
there's a need right here for these kids 
that come from across Indian country 
that don't have the support of family 
right here, so it's good to see every-
body step up to the plate and help 
out.”
	 Daniel Pewewardy, from 

Wichita, Kansas, was one of those 
who donated and helped organize the 
donations. 
	 “The reason we came down 
is because we feel that this is help-
ing these kids now that attend these 
schools is a community effort, and…
what I try to do in my life is when I 
see a need to help, and I just felt com-
pelled,” he said. “Because you know, 
like my dad was telling me when he 
was growing up, he would go, like 
when he went to boarding school, 
he didn't always have the clothes or 
supplies he needed, and so I just feel 
like this was a community effort that 
I felt I wanted to be a part of because 
I thought it was important. Because, 
given the history of boarding schools 
and what they have turned into now, 
I feel it's important for us to continue 
to help.”
	 Pewewardy said the schools 
are now a place of opportunity. 
	 “Where they weren't always 
like that, and when we have these 
places of opportunity that are inter-
tribal for the whole community, I 
think it's important for the communi-
ty to come together and help the kids 
as best we can,” he said.
	 Comanche Nation Jr. Prin-
cess Arlene Schonchin was also at 
the drive to help.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche elder Mary Wade drops off her donation to the Riverside In-
dian School students on Jan. 25 at the Comanche Historic Preservation 
Office in Lawton, Okla. Director, Martina Minthorn, has 10 lbs. of buffalo 
meat in hand to give in exchange for the donation. 

Riverside Indian School Students  
Receive Donations through Buffalo 

Meat Exchange
By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Police Department January 
Service Report

Calls for Service: 353 Total:
•	 Arrests: 2
•	 Building Checks: 758
•	 Controlled Dangerous Substance: 

15
•	 Citations: 7
•	 Domestic Violence: 3
•	 Emergency Order Detention: 10
•	 Field Interview: 84
•	 Missing Persons: 1
•	 Assaults: 2
•	 Reports: 104
•	 Suspicious Activity: 20
•	 Theft: 14
•	 Casino Checks: 394
•	 Welfare Checks: 9
•	 Assist to Citizens: 40
•	 Assist to Agencies: 29

Child Support Services Announces 
Court Dates

	 In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court:

•	 Dennis Jerman Jr.: CNC-
SP-23-42; Application for Indi-
rect Contempt Citation 

•	 Michael Zunk: CNCSP-19-12; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt Citation 

•	 Michael Morales: CNC-
SP-24-43; Petition to Regis-
ter Order Under Full Faith and 
Credit

 	 Section 609 (c) Rule 3 of 
the Comanche Nation Court Codes 
allows for service by publication in 
instances where the location of the 
subject is unknown, or when the sub-
ject of service has been unable to be 
served by traditional means.  CNCSP 
needs the above name(s) to be placed 
in our upcoming Comanche Nation 
newspaper. 
 	 PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COMANCHE NATION 
TRIBAL COURT CHILD HEAR-
INGS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN 
PERSON.
 	 PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COURT OF INDIAN 
OFFENSES CHILD SUPPORT 
HEARING WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN PERSON. 

Grand Re-Opening of the Comanche Nation Dallas Outreach Office 

Adult Education
Student of the Month

Melanie Messner

Courtesy Photo

Messner
	 Melanie Messner is a de-
scendant of Alice Pewo Miller. Her 
mother is Jackie Miller and her fa-
ther is Donald Poafybitty and Louis 
Hutchens. Messner is a daughter, a 
mother, a sister, and an auntie. She  
has six children: sons Jay and Carl, 
Jr., and daughters Auhbie, Lashawna, 
Jayela, and EvahLynn.
	 Messner is currently a par-
ticipant of Comanche Nation Preven-
tion and Recovery. The most reward-
ing part of her recovery has been 
reconnecting with her children, my 
family, and her people. She is proof 
that if you choose to love yourself 
and choose to walk the Red Road to 
Recovery, you can achieve anything.
	 Messner’s goal was to ob-
tain her CDL and she achieved that 
goal through hard work and dedica-
tion, as well as with the support of 
her family and many others working 
with Comanche Nation.  Messner is a 
strong supporter of positively build-
ing up women and encouraging them 
to be the best versions of themselves.
	 Messner’s future plans are 
to further advance her career in the 
truck driving industry, eventually be-
coming self-employed and opening 
her own business. Messner would 
also like to help encourage and men-
tor other tribal members to gain expe-
rience in the truck driving industry.

Higher Education
Graduate

Student of the Month
Abigail Webb

Courtesy Photo

Webb
	 Abigail Webb, is the grand-
daughter of the late Donald Wermy 
III. Webb was born and raised in 
Northwest Arkansas, where she grad-
uated from Bentonville High School 
in 2018. She then pursued her post-
secondary education at the Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas, where she 
graduated summa cum laude with a 
B.S. in Psychology in 2021. Soon af-
ter, Webb was accepted into the Uni-
versity of Central Arkansas’ doctoral 
program for Occupational Therapy. 
She will graduate in August, and she 
hopes to work in rehabilitation with 
individuals with neurological condi-
tions in the future.
	 Webb is extremely grateful 
to her family and friends, and to the 
Comanche Nation Higher Education 
Department, because she would not 
be where she is today without their 
support during her academic journey.
	 In her free time, Webb en-
joys reading, walking her dog, play 
ing games, and spending time with 
friends and family.
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Programs

SWEARING IN. On February 1, the Coman-
che Nation Business Committee appointed 
Lisa B. Otipoby as an Associate District Judge 
to the Comanche Nation Tribal Court. Judge 
Otipoby, a Comanche Nation citizen, has over 
27 years of judicial experience and has served 
several different tribes as a judge, including 
the Comanche Nation. Judge Otipoby received 
her undergraduate degree in Political Science 
from Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma in 
1988. She received her Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Kansas School of Law in 
1993. She then furthered her judicial educa-
tion at the National Judicial College in Reno, 
Nevada in 2009. She has been active with the 
Oklahoma Municipal Judges Association since 
1998, serving as a board member from 2005 to 
2010 and is presently serving as President of 
OMJA. Judge Otipoby will immediately take 
the bench after she is sworn in on February 13. 
LEFT: Judge Otipoby is sworn in by Ryland 
Rivas, with the assistance of Comanche el-
der, and retired judge, Rita Coosewoon. TOP: 
Judge Otipoby shows her personalized cakes 
at her swearing in reception. 

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

CHR NOTICE:
The new telephone numbers for the 

Comanche Nation CHR Program are
(580) 493-3602 or (580) 492-3758

Comanche Elder Council Honors Vickie 
Rutledge with A Lifetime Achievement Award

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche elder, Vickie Rutledge, leads her Karate class students through 
the 2023 Comanche Nation Fair parade.

	 Grand Master (GM) Vickie Rutledge earned her first Dan (black belt 
grade) in Kyokushin-Kai in 1992 and today holds an 8th Dan in the Art.  For 
33 years, she was the Chief Instructor at the American Bushido-Kai Karate 
Association, consistently over delivering for her students.  When she’s not 
teaching or training, GM Rutledge devotes her time to ongoing mission work 
in Guatemala, bringing hope to the indigenous people of this beautiful Central 
American country.
	 “Being so proud of our own Comanche Tribal Elder, Vicki Rutledge, 
we honored her with this Certificate of Honor on February 15, as she held 
a ‘Self-Defense’ class for Our Elders.  Urakoki!” stated the Comanche Elder 
Council Officers.

Submitted by the Comanche Nation Elders Council

Higher Education
Undergraduate

Student of the Month
Christiaan Trapnell

Courtesy Photo

Trapnell
	 Christiaan Trapnell is pursu-
ing a bachelor's degree in linguistics 
at UC Davis.
	 Trapnell is from the Rocha 
family and grateful to have their 
support during his studies. Trapnell 
would like to thank especially his 
grandmother for always being so 
proud of him.
	 Trapnell has a passion for 
language. After graduating he hopes 
to be able to work in the field of in-
digenous language revitalization, as 
he believes it is important to main-
tain language as part of our culture.

Job Placement & Training
Student of the Month

Alexandrya Tahdooahnippah

Courtesy Photo

Tahdooahnippah
	 Alexandrya Tahdooahnip-
pah is a dedicated student pursuing a 
career in cybersecurity.
	 Tahdooahnippah is sched-
uled to graduate this spring with 
an Associate of Applied Science in 
Computer Information Systems from 
Tulsa Community College.
	 Tahdooahnippah has been 
accepted into The University of 
Oklahoma’s Polytechnic Institute to 
earn a Bachelor of Science in Cyber-
security. 

Injury Prevention Program 
Up and Running

	 The new Injury Preven-
tion Program is back up and running 
again with a new team of Brian Jones 
and William Owens as the new Injury 
Prevention Technicians. 
	 At the current moment they 
are issuing car seats, smoke detectors 
and fire extinguishers to Comanche 
Tribal members only, you have to be 
enrolled Comanche to receive these 
services. In order to receive these 
services you will need to fill out a 
application online or come into their 
office and get a application. Each ap-
plication requires different documen-
tation. 
	 If there are any questions 
you can call their office. 
Brian Jones
(580) 492-3493
William Owens
(580) 492-3275

Preschool Tasiwoonuu Class “Share the Love” Popcorn 
Fundraiser  in March for Language Fair

	 Preschool Tasiwoonuu class had a “Share the Love” popcorn sale fundraiser to raise funds to purchase mate-
rial for dresses and shirts to wear during the Oklahoma Native American Youth Language Fair happening on April 7 in 
Norman, Okla.
	 The children will make the popcorn during a learning activity promoting culinary skills and personally deliver 
it to those who purchased. They will be taking requests to come sing during the month of March so they can get some 
practice in for the fair. 
	 The preschool will also be doing two more fundraisers in March. They will be selling raffle tickets for numer-
ous items. The preschool will also be selling drinks at the Honor Powwow for the Comanche Nation Jr. Princess Arlene 
Schonchin on March 29 at Watchetaker Hall. 
	 The preschool has one teacher who is currently pursuing her Associates degree in Early Childhood Education. 
They have two teachers who are preparing for their Infant/Toddler Child Development Associate (CDA) observations. 
Once they attain this, they will be promoted to Master Teachers.
	 Because the preschool is a newly opened facility, they were required a six month probation period with 
OKDHS. They are no longer on probation and have received their official State of Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services License on February 4, allowing them to now accept OKDHS subsidy clients. They have submitted their ap-
plication to the Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) Stars Program in January. 
	 The preschool currently has 62 children enrolled. They transport 29 children to and from four different schools 
daily. They have two children transcending to the next class and will have some spots open up for enrollment. Each 
classroom has a wait list and there are currently 26 children total on the waiting list for the entire center. To be placed 
on their waiting list, you must submit a completed application with all requested documentation. They will not accept 
partial applications. 

COMANCHE NATION
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

HOT LINE
(580) 919-1098
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   Comanche Nation Missing & Murdered 
Indigenous People’s Program Updates

	 Comanche Nation MMIP program was contacted by Community Manager for Traverse 
Project in January for inquiry of possible partnership with Task Force Red Hand project (TFRH). 
TFRH aims to provide a multi-layered approach to combating major epidemics in Indian country. 
This initiative involves enhanced law enforcement solutions and survivor care that aims to prevent 
the MMIP crisis. 
      Austin Shamlin is the CEO and founder of Traverse project, a nonprofit established in 2023 to 
combat human trafficking networks through data intelligence. He currently serves on the Advisory 
Board for the University of Houston’s Center for Research Excellence to Counter Human Traffick-
ing and the Board of Directors for Operation Path Forward. With over 20 years of experience in 
law enforcement and security, Shamlin most recently served as the director of international opera-
tions for a counter-human trafficking nonprofit under the Tim Tebow Foundation. He is recognized 
as a geopolitical security subject matter expert on Haiti and has previously served as a special 
advisor to the Haitian Minister of Justice. Before his nonprofit work, Shamlin held a position as a 
police executive within the D.C. government and worked as a government contractor in Afghani-
stan, Haiti, Iraq, and Somalia. 
	 Traverse Project’s Task Force Red Hand project has received support from Oklahoma 
tribes. Chickasaw Nation, Choctaw Nation, Cheyenne & Arapaho tribe and Comanche Nation 
signed letters of support for TFRH. Shamlin’s mission to address the MMIP crisis aligns with the 
Comanche Nation’s Missing and Murdered Indigenous People’s program visions & goals. TFRH 
projects include generating vital data and technology, such as creating a database that bridge the 
gaps within law enforcement investigations. 
	 Shamlin’s current plans are to meet with Oklahoma Congressmen Tom Cole. During the 
month of April, he will present to the United States Congress & address the need for MMIP fund-
ing in the state of Oklahoma. This opportunity could lead to financial support for Oklahoma tribal 
law enforcement and MMIP programs. We look forward to the potential outcome of this project 
and how this can support our tribal community.
      	 In other news, justice has been served for one of our Comanche Nation MMIP families. 
Tevin Terrell Semien of Lawton has been sentenced to serve life in federal prison for second-
degree murder of beloved Comanche Nation member Karon “Dinkers” Connywerdy. 
     	 The case was held in federal court due to the offenders being enrolled members of Co-
manche Nation.   Due to the Major Crimes Act, 18 U.S.C. § 1153 (1885), Indians who commit 
offenses against the person or property of another Indian, the United States holds jurisdiction over 
those major crimes. This ruling was in response to the famous landmark case of Ex Parte Crow 
Dog, 109 U.S. 556 (1883) that involved the killing of Lakota tribal Chief Spotted Tail committed 
by Chief Crow Dog. These rulings, along with many other congressional legal doctrines, limits 
tribal sovereignty. 
     	 The Comanche Nation MMIP program would like send our prayers and thoughts to the 
MMIP families who have lost a loved one over the years. The MMIP program would like to honor 
their memory in times of hardship. You are not forgotten, Unutsa Kenasuwatsikunu.

New Business
Dapper and Company 

Barber Shop

Photo by Natascha Mercandante/News Staff

Participants in the Ribbon Cutting of the newly opened Dapper & Company in Cache, Okla.  
Pictured from left:  Cache Area Chamber President Kristen Ward, Kirby Eastman, Kendra 
Clark, Carolyn Spencer, Cache Mayor Scott Brown.
	 In November 2024, an incredible opportunity arose when the perfect space became avail-
able in Cache, Oklahoma, which became the home of a newly opened business called Dapper and 
Company Barber Shop.
	 One of the co-owners of the shop is Comanche tribal member Kendra Clark.  For months, 
the owners has been passionate about opening their own barber shop.  Their team of stylists has 
worked together for years, sharing their vision of creating a space that goes beyond just haircuts.  
The team wanted to build a shop where clients feel at home, experience top-notch grooming and 
styling, and truly enjoy a relaxing, welcoming atmosphere.
	 Dapper and Company became Cache’s very own premier barber shop where men, women 
and children could go for top-quality hairstyling and grooming.
	 Dapper and Company is important to the community because Cache had no salons or 
barber services, requiring residents to travel to other communities for their grooming and hairstyl-
ing needs.  By opening the barber shop the team can provide a convenient, high-quality option and 
become a trusted part of the Cache community.
	 Dapper and Company wants their clients to have that old-school, welcoming experience.  
They offer complimentary beverages as you unwind in their uniquely designed, western-theme 
shop, featuring authentic and ventage cowboy memorabilia for a touch of nostalgia and charm.
	 Dapper and Company offers full beard grooming, fresh cuts for men, women and children, 
ear and eyebrow waxing and styling products.  Appointments are suggested, walk-ins are welcome.  
For booking you can go to https://getsquire.com/discover/barbershop/dapper-and-company-cache.  
Dapper & Company is located at 406 West C Avenue, Cache, Oklahoma., 73527.  Hours of op-
eration are:  Monday - Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Weekends:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Phone number:  (580) 
291-4303.
	 The goal for Dapper and Company is to blend skill, service, and ambiance to make every 
visit an enjoyable experience.

Courtesy Photos
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page
Cake Mix Cookies

Ingredients:
15 Ounce box of white cake 
mix
½  Cup melted butter cooled
½ Teaspoon grounded cinna-
mon 
2 large eggs
¾ Cup colorful sprinkles, plus 
more on top

Directions: 
1.	 Preheat oven to 350 
degrees—line two baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 
2.	 In a large bowl, com-
bine cake mix, butter, cinna-
mon and eggs. Beat until well 
combined. Stir in sprinkles. 
3.	 Drop the dough by 
rounded tablespoons, two 
inches apart, on baking sheets. 
Top with additional sprinkles, 
if desired. 
4.	 Bake for 10 to 12 
minutes until lightly brown on 
the bottom edges. Let cool for 
two minutes. 

Inside-Out Turkey 
Sandwiches

2 Tablespoons nonfat cream 
cheese
2 Tablespoons pasteurized 
process cheese spread
2 Teaspoons chopped green 
onions
1 Teaspoon prepared mustard 
12 thin slices of fat-free turkey 
breast or smoked turkey breast
4 large pretzel logs or unsalted 
breadsticks 

Directions: 
1.	 Combine cream 
cheese, process cheese spread, 
green onion and mustard in a 
small bowl; mix well.
2.	 Arrange three turkey 
slices on a large sheet of plas-
tic wrap, overlapping slices in 
the center. 
3.	 Spread ¼ of the 
cream cheese mixture evenly 
onto the turkey slices, cover-
ing the slices completely.
4.	 Place one pretzel at 
the bottom of the turkey slices. 
Roll up the turkey around the 
pretzel, making sure to keep 
all three turkey slices together 
as you do so. 
5.	 Repeat with remain-
ing ingredients; makes four 
servings.

Cloud Flower Grass Lightning
Rain

Sooni Umaaru TomobiTotsiyaaEkakwitsubaitu

Connect the picture with the correct Comanche word 
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy & Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association (CIVA)

Funeral Details and Marker 
Placements

Funeral Details
	 The CIVA has provided 
a Funeral Details for the families 
of 354 Veterans or CIVA Auxiliary 
members. A detail is requested by the 
deceased veteran's family.
	 The first documented fu-
neral detail was on January 10, 1994, 
for Kiowa Warrior Ye-a-hon-to 
(Twohatchet) at the Twohatchet Fam-
ily cemetery southeast of Fort Cobb. 
CIVA members attending were Rich-
ard and  Patricia Bread and Lanny 
and Shelley Asepermy. The late Bub-
ba Cannon conducted the ceremonial 
and in-memory service. Twohatchet's 
military marker was in place prior to 
the ceremony.

Courtesy Photo

Twohatchet (1849-1901)
	 The second documented 
funeral detail was on/about May 10, 
1994, for Comanche War Chief Esa 
Rosa (Whitewolf) at his gravesite at 
the Cache Creek cemetery west of 
Apache. 
	 The late Melvin “Old Man” 
Kerchee Sr. conducted the ceremo-
nial service. CIVA members Lanny 
and Shelley Asepermy attended the 
service, Esa Rosa's marker was in 
place prior to the ceremony.

Courtesy Photo

Esa Rosa (1843-1925)
	 There was one other funeral 
detail in 1994; one in 1996, two in 
1997; one in 2002; five in 2003; five 
in 2004; seven in 2005; 10 in 2006; 
16 in 2007; 21 in 2008; 19 in 2009; 
22 in 2010; 17 in 2011, 15 in 2012; 
17 in 2013; 20 in 2014; 23 in 2015; 
17 in 2016; 20 in 2017; 19 in 2018; 
12 in 2019; 17 in 2020; a record 31 in 
2021; 13 in 2022; six in 2023; 11 in 
2024, and three so far in 2025.
	 Perhaps the most memora-
ble funeral detail was on November 
26, 2005, for Fallen Marine Joshua 
Jerald Ware at the Comanche Com-
munity Center in Apache. 
	 The CIVA funeral detail 
worked closely with the Marine 
Corps funeral detail. Over 500+ peo-
ple were in attendance at the service 
and the motorcade stretched over 
three miles long. Ware was only 20 
years old when he was killed in ac-
tion in Iraq. His final resting place 
is the Rainey Mountain Cemetery 
southwest of Mountain View.

Cpl Joshua Jerald Ware
Forever 20 years old

Courtesy Photo

	 The 50th funeral detail was 
for Wesley Mihecoby on November 
24, 2007, at the Walters Cemetery; 
the 100th funeral detail was for 
Frankie Tahmahkera on May 24, 
2010, at the West Cache Creek Cem-
etery; the 150th funeral detail was 
for Scott Parton on April 25, 2013, 
at the CN Funeral Home and Cache 
Creek Cemetery; the 200th funeral 
detail was for Lawrence Earl on 
October 2, 2015, at the CN Funeral 
Home and Fort Sill National Cem-
etery; the 250th funeral detail was for 
John Allen Pratt on May 9, 2018, at 
the CN Funeral Home and Highland 
Cemetery; the 300th funeral detail 
was for Aubrey Bread on March 
11, 2021, at the Post Oak Cemetery; 
and the 350th funeral detail (Memo-
rial Service) was for Lonnie Poco on 
November 4, 2024, at the CN Funer-
al.

Courtesy Photo

Wesley Mihecoby

Courtesy Photo

Scott Parton

Courtesy Photo

Lawrence Earl

Courtesy Photo

John Allen Pratt

	 At the funeral service the 
CIVA displays the U.S., Comanche 
Nation, Oklahoma and branch of 
Service flags of the deceased veteran. 
During the service a representative 
from the CIVA reads the deceased 
military bio. The bio is researched 
and written prior to the service. Af-
ter the bio is read a Roll Call is con-
ducted and then Final Honors are 
rendered when each veteran salutes 
the deceased veteran or the closed 
casket of the veteran,  An “In Memo-
ry” Booklet is presented to the family 
with the veterans bio, DD 214, obitu-
ary and any other information about 
the veteran.  A wreath is provided for 
each veterans.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA members Kent Tomah III, 
Mark Davis, Dominic Pawlowski, 
Lyman Guy and Jimmy Caddo 
preparing to give final honors at 
the funeral George Red Elk on 
April 1, 2023, at Watchetaker Hall, 
note the CIVA Wreath in front of 
Kent Tomah III.
	 At the burial site the CIVA 
can provide pallbearers and display, 
fold and present the casket flag of 
the deceased veteran if requested by 
the family, otherwise the active mili-
tary funeral detail does these tasks. 
The CIVA provides Taps and a firing 
squad is provided by the Comanche 
Nation Law Enforcement who have 
provided a firing squad for 287 funer-
als. The CIVA  also assist the Active 
Duty funeral details.  

Courtesy Photo

Casket Flag of Don Mejia dis-
played by the Navy Funeral Detail
shows the CIVA Funeral Detail im-
ages through the blue field of the 
flag.

Courtesy Photo

The Casket Flag of Edwin Chappa-
bitty being displayed by the Navy 
Funeral Detail at Post Oak Ceme-
tery on June 19, 2021, CIVA Mem-
bers in the background saluting 
are Kevin Pohawpatchoko, George 
Red Elk, Cloyce Choney, Ramonah
Davis and Lanny Asepermy.
	 A few funerals have been out 
of state in Sacramento, Cali.; Denni-
son and Irving, Texas; Mescalero and 
Farmington, N.M.; Bardwell, Ky.; 
Wichita, Kansas and overseas at the 
Normandy American Cemetery in 
France; the Brittany American Cem-
etery also in France; the Henri-Cha-
pelle Cemetery n Belgium; and the 
Netherlands American Cemetery, the 
Netherlands.

Military Marker Placement
	 The CIVA has placed 320 
military markers for the families of 
deceased veterans.  
	 As mentioned earlier the 
first two markers placed were Two-
hatchet and Esa Rosa in 1994.  Two-
hatchet's marker was placed by Lan-
ny Asepermy and the late Richard 
Twohatchet. Esa Rosa's marker was 
placed by Lanny and Shelley Aseper-
my.
	 Military markers generally 
take 30-90 days, once ordered, to ar-
rive. There are three types of markers, 
marble or grey granite upright, flat 
bronze and flat granite. All markers 

at  military cemeteries are upright, 
white marble. 
	 Once the marker arrives at 
the funeral home the CIVA will load 
it up, take it to the grave site, dig an 
18” deep hole for the upright marker 
or place the flat marker onto a con-
crete slab.  The markers are leveled 
and the grave site cleaned. A hymn is 
sung and a prayer rendered after the 
marker is in place. On occasion fam-
ily members of the deceased will be 
present when the marker is placed on 
May 11, 2013, 32 members of World 
War I Code Talker, Samuel Tabbyto-
savit, were present when his marker 
was placed.

Courtesy Photo

Military and CIVA marker at the 
gravesite of Samuel Tabbytosavit 
at the Walters City Cemetery.

Courtesy Photo

Clifford Quoyah marker in place

	 From May 10-12, 2013, 
grey, flat markers were placed for 
19 Code Talkers identifying them 
as Code Talker, Congressional Gold 
medal recipients and for 14 as OK 
Military Hall of Fame inductees. 
	 Markers for Haddon Co-
dynah, Robert Holder, Edward 
Nahquaddy Sr. and Jr., Clifford Oto-
tivo Sr., Elgin Red Elk; Willis Yacke-
schi; and Samuel Tabbytosavit were 
placed at the Walters City cemetery.
Melvin Permansu marker was placed 
at City of Fletcher cemetery. Perry 
Noyobad and Ralph Wahnee mark-
ers were placed at the Little Washi-
ta cemetery. Forrest Kassanavoid; 
Larry Saupitty; and Morris Sunrise 
Tabbyyetchy were placed at Post Oak 
Cemetery. George Clark and Gilbert 
Conwoop were place at Deyo cem-
etery. Simmons Parker marker was 
placed at the Saddle Mountain cem-
etery. Calvin Atchavit marker was 
placed at Highland cemetery. Rod-
erick Red Elk's marker placed earlier 
at Deyo cemetery, Wellington Mihe-
coby marker was placed at Memo-
rial Gardens cemetery in Farmington, 
N.M., Charles Chibitty was placed 
on the base of the Code Talker Me-
morial at the  CIVA Court of Honor.  
No marker was provided for Anthony 
Tabbytite as he was cremated in Cali-
fornia.

Courtesy Photo

World War I Code Talker Edward 
Nahquaddy Sr. marker

Courtesy Photo

World War II Code Talker 
Haddon Codynah marker

Courtesy Photo

Last living Code Talker 
Charles Chibitty

	 The CIVA has placed mark-
ers at 44 different cemeteries. The 

cemeteries are Anquoe Family east 
of Mountain View; Beef Creek 
on Fort Sill; Brittany American in 
France; Cache City; Cache Creek 
west of Apache; Carnegie City; Ce-
dar Creek SW of Carnegie; Concho 
Indian; Cyril City; Deyo Indian Mis-
sion west of Lawton; Fairview east 
of Apache; Fletcher City; Fort Cobb 
City; Gotebo Township; Hammon 
Mennonite; Henri-Chapelle Ameri-
can in Belgium; Highland in Lawton; 
Kaudle-Kaule Family; Laurenzana 
Family; Little Washita east of Fletch-
er; Mahseet Family in Apache; Mem-
ory Garden Farmington N.M.; Mem-
ory Lane in Anadarko; Mithlo Family 
west of Apache; Mount Scott KCA 
near Meers; Nahwooks Family south 
of Indiahoma; Netherlands American. 
The Netherlands; Normandy Ameri-
can in France; Otipoby on Fort Sill; 
Parton Family; Pawnee Indian; Post 
Oak in Indiahoma; Rainey Mountain 
south of Mountain View; Redbone 
Family SW of Fort Cobb; Red Stone 
north of the Apache Wy.; Ringling; 
Walters City;  Rock Springs north 
of Anadarko; Saddle Mountain near 
Meers; Three Rivers, Tula Rosa 
N.M.; Twohatchet family SE of Fort 
Cobb; Ware's west of Anadarko; Wa-
tonga; West Cache Creek west of 
Cache.

Courtesy Photo

Joshua Jerald Ware marker       
at Rainey Mountain Cemetery     

Courtesy Photo

George Asepermy Jr. marker
at Cache Creek Cemetery

	 If you know of a veteran that 
DOES NOT have a military marker 
please contact Lanny Asepermy at 
(580) 678-4629 and he will submit a 
request for a marker.  He will need 
the veteran's DD 214 and death 
certificate.

CIVA Activities 
CIVA Monthly Meeting

	 On February 6, CIVA held 
its monthly meeting in the CIVA Pa-
triot Room. A call to order was con-
ducted by CIVA Commander Roger 
Tehauno followed by a prayer by 
CIVA Co-Chaplain Ramonah Davis. 
CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie led the 
Pledge of Allegiance followed by 
birthday blessings and recognitions 
to CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie and 
CIVA Auxiliary member Nona Gail 
Mihecoby. The evening meal was 
provided by Tom and Sue Morris. 
CIVA Veteran Lanny Asepermy pro-
vided an update on upcoming CIVA 

Continued on Page 15



Tapooku Mua (March) 2025                                                                                                                  15	  	                                                                                      The Comanche Nation News

Honorees and after the update, CIVA 
Veterans conducted their monthly 
meeting as Old and New Business 
were discussed.   

Courtesy Photo

Birthday recognition to CIVA Prin-
cess Clara Yazzie and CIVA Auxil-
iary member Nona Gail Mihecoby.                        

Funeral and Honor Guard Details  

	 CIVA conducted Funeral/
Honor Detail at the request by family 
members and the Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home on behalf of John C. 
Parker, U.S. Marine Corps Veteran. 
	 During the ceremony, his 
military biography was read as his 
flag was presented to the family. The 
Honor Detail consisted of Veterans 
and Auxiliary members. The United 
States, Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, 
CIVA, U.S. Marine Corp flags and 
the Comanche Code Talker flags 
were displayed. 

In Honor and Memory of 
Lance Corporal John C. Parker   

Sunrise December 7, 1954 
Sunset January 20, 2025 

Interment at Saddle Mountain 
Cemetery, 

Saddle Mountain Okla.
 January 28, 2025

Courtesy Photo

John C. Parker  
	 John C. Parker, enlisted into 
the United States Marine Corps and 
earned the rank of Lance Corporal (E-
3). He completed his Boot Training 
at the Marine Corps Recruit Training 
Depot, San Diego, California. Infan-
try Training at Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina with the 3rd Battalion, 10th 
Marines 2nd Marine Division. 
	 Lance Corporal Parker was 
a Fleet Marine and was Honorably 
Discharged from the U.S. Marine 
Corps. He was awarded the USMC 
Good Conduct Medal, U.S. Navy Sea 
Service Ribbon earned during a de-
ployment in the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Expert Qualification Badge 
with/Rifle Bar. 
	 The state of Oklahoma, Co-
manche Nation and the Republic 
thank Lance Corporal John C. Parker 
for his dedicated, faithful and honor-
able service to God and Country. 

Veterans Visit 
	 On January 31, CIVA Veter-
ans and Auxiliary visited CBC Sec-
retary/ Treasurer Bob Tippeconnie at 
the Encompass Health and Rehabili-
tation Center in Wichita Falls, Texas.
	 Everyone enjoyed the good 
fellowship as Comanche Hymns 
were sung which ended with a prayer 
for a speedy recovery and healing to 
Tippeconnie.      

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander Roger Tehauno 
holding a conservation with Bob 
Tippeconnie with CIVA Auxiliary 
in the background.

CIVA Supporting the Kiowa Black 
Leggings Warrior Society

 Fundraiser 
	 On February 8, CIVA Veter-
ans & Auxiliary supported a fundrais-
ing event hosted by the Kiowa Black 
Legging Warrior Society which was 
held at the Farmer’s Market in Law-
ton. The event consisted of an Oldies 
Dance to raise funds to travel to Ber-
nalillo N.M. 
	 The DJ and Co-DJ was 
USAF Veteran Eddy Onco assisted 
by Auxiliary member Mary Pinezad-
dleby-Zumwalt. It was a fun evening 
as door prizes, cake walks were giv-
en out during the dance. 

Comanche Veteran Spot-Light 
and Honoring 

	 On January 23, U.S. Army 
Veteran, Sgt. David Amparan was 
honored with CIVA Commander 
Roger Tehauno who presented him 
with a CIVA Gift Bag in the Patriot 
Room. Sgt. Amparan lives in Lehi, 
Utah, as he is on terminal leave from 
the U.S. Army and came home to be 
with his family.   
	 Sgt. Amparan enlisted in 
the Army in August 2020 and com-
pleted his Basic and AIT (as an In-
fantryman) at Fort Benning, Ga. He 
served with Company D, 1st Battal-
ion, 127th Infantry, 25th Infantry Di-
vision at Schofield Barracks, HI. 
	 CIVA Commander, Offi-
cer’s, Veterans, Princess and Auxilia-
ry would like to thank Sgt. Amparan 
for his dedicated service to God and 
Country.  
(Please note)
	 Fort Benning is now Fort 
Moore named after Brig Gen Hal and 
Julia Compton Moore who are both 
buried on Fort Moore. You may re-
member Brig Gen Moore from the 
movie "We Were Soldier Once - and 
Young" in which Mel Gibson played 
Moore and Madeleine Stowe played 
his wife, Julia. Sam Elliott played his 
Sergeant Major, SGM Plumley.

Courtesy Photo

David Amparan being presented 
with a CIVA gift bag from CIVA 
Commander Roger Tehauno and 
CIVA Veterans Lanny Asepermy.

	 CIVA would like to Honor 
our Vietnam War Veterans and Offi-
cially welcome them HOME! 
	 Vietnam War was highly 
controversial, with widespread anti-
war protests and demonstrations. 
Many Americans questioned the ra-
tionale for the war, the heavy casual-
ties suffered by U.S. troops. Veterans 
were treated poorly with no welcome 
home parades or honors. Society dur-
ing that time did not care for them as 
they were verbally abused and spit 
on. 
	 It is estimated 64 Coman-
ches served during the Vietnam War. 

Known Vietnam War 
Veterans of the 

Comanche Nation
Lanny Asepermy
Bruno Badillo
Felix Badillo
John Badillo
Joseph Badillo
James Blackshear
Oliver Blackstar
Donald Burgess
Gerard Burton
Jimmy Caddo (oldest liv-
ing Vietnam War Veteran)
Scott Cato
James Chebahtah
Joseph Chebahtah
Eddie Chockpoyah
Cloyce Choney
Darrell Chrismon
Benjamin Clark
Mark Clark
Pete Coffey Sr.
Wilbur Red Elk Ellis
Lonnie Henderson
Melvin Kerchee Jr.
Donald Koassechony

Calvin Kosechata
Rudolph Kosechequetah
Larry Laurenzana
William Lewis
Lucien Looking Glass
Kenneth Looking Glass
Ludolph Lorentino
Ronald Mahsetky
Amos Makes Cry
Belva Miller
Michael Monatoboy
Jack Mullen
Richard Tiddark Ortiz
James Parker
Leland Parker
Roderick Parker
Elton Permansu
Richard Sapcutt
Clifford Red Elk
Gene Red Elk
George Red Elk
Robert Allen Red Elk
Phillip Rogers Jr.
Allen Schwerer
John Tahah
Pat Tahdooahnippah
Clifford Takawana
Roderick Takewahpoor
Paul Tate Sr.
Malcom Taunah
Roger Tehauno
Vernon Tehauno
Johnny Tiddark
Michael Waddle
William Waddle
Billy F. Wermy
George Wermy
Chad Winnerchy
Otto Mahsetky
Eddie Mahseet
Mike Blackstar
Charles Kerchee
Calvin Pohawpatchoko

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Mascot, Command 
Sergeant Major Bob Plata 
with Bob Tippeconnie.

Courtesy Photo

DJ’s Eddy Onco and Mary Pine-
zaddleby-Zumwalt.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander Roger Tehauno 
with CIVA Auxiliary member Lin-
da Tehauno receiving a gift (Big-
foot) from the Kiowa Black Leg-
gings Warrior Society.

Vietnam War Veterans 
Recognition Act of 2017 

observing March 29, 2025 
as National Vietnam War 

Veterans Day

Vietnam War Medals

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Continued from Page 14
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People, Places  and Things Happening

	 Oklahoma City Public 
Schools held their Native American 
Student Services Art Show at Penn 
Square Mall on Feb. 1. Erin Nees 
placed in 4 events.  

•	 1st place - Painting
•	 2nd place - Pen and ink
•	 2nd place - Paint on paper
•	 3rd place - Paint on paper
	 Nees is a 7th grader at Capi-
tol Hill Middle School and she Erin 
is the daughter of Aaron Nees and 
Evelyn Geimausaddle. She is the 
Grand Daughter of Winifred Tieyah 
and the late Terry Geimausaddle. 

Courtesy Photo
Nees

Erin Nees Places in 
Four Art Categories

Courtesy Photo

	 Riley Saumty Flurry, “Ohn 
Bay Bahn Bohn Dah” (She Brings 
the Light), is the daughter of Jason 
and Deidra Saumty Flurry. Flurry is a 
citizen of the Comanche Nation with 
Kiowa and Choctaw heritage. She de-
scends from the Saumty, Daugomah, 
Mowatt, Pewo, Graman, and Work 
families. At 9 years old, Flurry is cur-
rently in the 3rd grade at Darlington 
Public School.
	 Basketball, softball, swim-
ming, and piano are just a few of her 
extracurricular activities, and she has 
a passion for all forms of dance.
	 Flurry is honored to serve 
as the 2024 Little Miss Indian Okla-
homa City. She was introduced to the 
area as soon as she could walk and 
has made the powwow circle her sec-
ond home. The support and guidance 
she receives are helping shape her 
into a strong, confident Indigenous 
young lady who aspires to be a role 
model for other youth. 

Riley Flurry 2024 Little Miss 
Oklahoma City

Flurry

	 Congratulations to Dani 
Craig, Comanche tribal member, for 
being named Valedictorian of the 
Class of 2025 at Anadarko High 
School!
	 This remarkable achieve-
ment reflects her dedication, hard 
work, and leadership throughout her 
high school career.
	 Craig is the daughter of Pat-
rick Craig and Tracy Walker and the 
loving sister of Adrianne Roughface, 
Sunny Walker, and Jerald Walker. 
She is the granddaughter of Arilla 
Sapcut and Kelly Craig, as well as 
Farrell Walker, Gladys Walker, and 
Jerry Davis.
	 During her time in high 
school, Craig has been an active 
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety and Student Council while excel-
ling as a talented athlete in both soft-
ball and golf.
	 Following graduation, 
Craigplans to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing at Southwest-
ern Oklahoma State University 
(SWOSU). Her goal is to become a 
registered nurse and make a meaning-
ful impact in the healthcare field.
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Craig

Dani Craig Announced 
as 2025 Valedictorian 

Courtesy Photos
BASKETBALL STAR. Congratulations to Comanche Tribal Member, Holli Jo Harvey, a Junior at Apache 
High School. She made the 2025 Caddo County All-Tournament Team and hit 500 rebounds. She is the 
daughter or Wendy Koassechony and the granddaughter of Keith and Ann Koassechony.

ICE Raids Negatively 
Impact American Indians

	 Recent Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement raids have 
raised the alarms for Tribes whose 
citizens are being unjustly detained 
and questioned. The Trump Admin-
istration claims raids target illegal 
immigrants with criminal histories, 
however, at least some agents are 
making judgments based on appear-
ance, including the skin color and 
language of an individual rather than 
concrete information about immigra-
tion status or criminal record. 
	 There have been reports of 
Native individuals being detained by 
ICE based upon their appearance and 
ICE officers limited or non-existent 
understanding of the status of Natives 
as U.S. citizens. One Mescalero tribal 
member’s citizenship was questioned 
after providing proof of citizenship. 
To have Native people be harassed 

by immigration officials, have their 
citizenship status questioned, or be 
mocked by online trolls saying to 

“send them home” speaks to the lack 
of education about Indigenous peo-
ples by a large portion of the popu-
lation. Proposed plans to eliminate 
or overhaul the education system in 
ways that would ignore accurate his-
tory around Native Americans won’t 
help this situation.  
 	 What can Natives do to pro-
tect themselves? American Indian 
College Fund President and CEO, 
Cheryl Crazy Bull offers these tips:

•	 Carry your Tribal ID. Tribes 
are urging the Trump Administration 
to direct ICE to accept tribal IDs as 
proof of U.S. citizenship. For some, 
especially elders who may have been 
born in remote homes and who strug-
gle to obtain a birth certificate, this is 
the best option. 

•	 Carrying a state ID along 
with a Certificate of Indian Blood in 
addition to a Tribal ID is advised for 
those who have them. 

•	 Know you have the right to 
remain silent and refuse any search. 

•	 You do not have to open the 
door of your home to ICE agents un-
less they have a valid warrant signed 
by a judge. 

•	 Be sure to consistently 
check for updates from your Tribal 
government and organizations like 
the Native American Rights Fund to 
get updated information and tips to 
stay safe. 

•	 Share this information. Help 
spread this message so it reaches as 
many people as possible. 

“Comanche Academy: A Healing Journey” Sold Out 
February 14 at Great Plains Coliseum

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

	 On February 14, the Coman-
che Academy Charter School pre-
miered their documentary, “Coman-
che Academy: A Healing Journey” 
Entry was 5 dollars, and the sponsor-
ship tables sold out. 
	 Linette Amparan, a kinder-
garten teacher and wellness room 
coach, said the planning began about 
two years ago. 
	 “After I was interviewed 
for the ‘Roadtrip Nation’ by Cath-
erine Boyd Batstone, the connection 
just was there. We talked for many 
hours after the interview, discussing 

different types of 
needs that maybe 
the school might 
have. When she 
toured our school, 
she had a feeling, 
and she couldn't 
explain it,” she 
said. “So, we left 
it at that. And 
then a couple of 
months later, she 
reached out. She 
emailed Dave 
and I. And David 
said, ‘Linette, if 
you want to run 
with this, run 
with it.’”
	 Amparan 
said it’s vital for 
people to see the 
premier. 
	 “Commu-
nity was taken 
away from us. So, 
we're bringing 
we're reclaiming 
that community. 
We want to have 

unity within our community. As for 
people that are not a part of our com-
munity, I think the education aspect 
of it, a lot of these people that have 
seen the trailer or we go out, and we 
promote it,” she said. “They don't un-
derstand it was taken away from us. 
You don't know what it feels like if 
someone came in and took English 
away from you. It's the same thing. 
Someone came in and said, ‘You 
can't have your culture. You can't 
have your family dinners. You can't 
sit by the fire and play the piano.’ If 
that's something you do in your cul-
ture, you have to go a different way. 

‘You have to come over here, and you 
have to speak this, and you have to 
do this to some people.’ They take 
that for granted. But when you actu-
ally start working in the community 
and working with the kids, you see 
how that inter-generational trauma 
is trickled down even to this genera-
tion. And that's why it's vital that we 
change it. And I think that this film 
just is going to cause a ripple effect 
throughout the community and glob-
ally. To bring awareness to that, be-
cause it's not just our community that 
it's occurred in. It's in a lot of other 
communities.”
	 Amparan said the educators 
at the charter school have delved into 
the culture and spirituality and have 
accepted what every kid has to offer. 
They also have their own wellness 
room as a dedicated lesson plan to 
help students reconnect. 
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2024 Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee 
Prepares to Pass Her Reign

Dear Numunu,
	 As my reign comes to an end, my heart is filled with gratitude and 
pride for the time we have shared together. Serving our Comanche Nation has 
been an incredible honor, and I am deeply thankful for the love, support, and 
unity we have fostered.
	 Throughout my time as your Jr. (2022-2023) & Sr. (2024-2025) prin-
cess, I have witnessed the strength, resilience, and rich cultural heritage that 
define our people. Together, we have celebrated our traditions, embraced our 
history, and faced challenges with unwavering determination. I will always 
cherish the memories we have created and the bonds we have strengthened.
	 I would like to acknowledge Arlene Schonchin, the 2024 Comanche 
Nation Jr. Princess. She has been a wonderful representative for our people. 
I have enjoyed serving with her and I wish Arlene well in all that her bright 
future holds.
	 I also want to thank my princess director, Fiona Kerchee. With Fio-
na's encouragement, guidance, and direction; I have been able to better serve 
our people. Thank you Mrs. Fiona!
	 Though I have completed my reign as the Comanche Nation Sr. Prin-
cess, my commitment to my Numunu remains steadfast. I will continue to sup-
port and advocate for our people, and I look forward to seeing the continued 
growth and prosperity of the Comanche Nation. Thank you for allowing me to 
serve you, and may our future be bright and filled with many more blessings.

"Numunu Strong, Stronger Together!"

With deepest respect and gratitude,
Bluesky Tosee

Meet the Candidates for the 2025 
Comanche Nation Princess

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
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Barbara Monoessy

Isabella Ramirez

Isabella Tahdooahnippah



Tapooku Mua (March) 2025                                                                                                                  19	  	                                                                                      The Comanche Nation News

2024 Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
Prepares to Pass Her Title

Dear Great Comanche Nation, 
	  It has been an honor serving and representing all of our Comanche 
people as the 2024 Comanche Nation Jr. Princess. 
 	 As my year comes to an end my heart is filled with appreciation and 
love for all of your support throughout my reign. Words cannot express what 
this title meant to me. It allowed me to meet so many people and represent our 
Nation in various places. It gave me the chance to grow as a person. I just want 
to thank the tribe for the opportunities and your support. 
	 I want to thank my family who was my number one supporter and 
helped me so much throughout my year. I cannot have represented our people 
without the help of my family and I want to thank them from the bottom of my 
heart. 
 	 I want to thank the Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee. She 
has become my big sister and I want to thank her for her love and kindness and 
I know she will do marvelous things throughout her lifetime.
 	 I also want to thank my Princess Director, Fiona Kerchee, for helping 
me with her guidance to uphold my responsibilities as the Jr. Comanche Na-
tion Princess.
	 I have made wonderful memories throughout the year that I will cher-
ish.
 	 In closing, I am humbled and grateful for being chosen the Coman-
che Nation Jr. Princess. One of my future goals is to run for Comanche Nation 
Princess and I’d appreciate your support and vote when the time comes. 

Respectfully, 
Arlene Schonchin 

Meet the the 2025 
Comanche Nation 

Jr. Princess
Tatum Burgess

Courtesy Photo

Tatum Burgess

Wahlburgers Opens at 
Comanche Cache Casino

Chef Paul Wahlberg cuts the ribbon to officially open Wahlburgers Feb-
ruary 27 inside the Comanche Cache Casino.
Story and Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

	 On February 27, Wahlburg-
ers opened at Comanche Cache Ca-
sino. 
	 The event featured a meet-
and-greet with chef and founder of 
Wahlburgers Paul Wahlberg, samples, 
cake and diners to enjoy the menu.
	 “Today is important to us, 
obviously, because of…the grand 
opening celebration here at Cache 
Casino,” he said. “We're so happy 
to be out here, and everybody's just 
amazing, and our first trip into Okla-
homa, it's just been, it's been fantas-
tic.”
	 Wahlberg said he was ex-
cited to open the location in Cache. 

“All of the openings make us a little 
nervous because it's just that thing 
that, you know, each one comes with 
its own challenges and stuff like that, 
but I will tell you through the con-
struction, the whole team that's been 
here has been amazing, and so we're 
just, we're super psyched to be here,” 
he said.
	 Wahlberg said the meet-
and-greet was a time to meet the 
community. 
	 “It's amazing because it's 
an opportunity for us to say, ‘Thank 
you,’ you know, for all the people 
that come in and all the people that 
we meet and the people who support 

Wahlburgers; we get to say, ‘Thank 
you,’ and that's hugely important to 
us,” he said.
As for Wahlberg’s own recommenda-
tion…
	 “If you're coming in, you 
got to get an Our Burger and some 
tots,” he said. “To me, that's, that 
says it all, but there's all lots of op-
portunities, you know, we have 
chicken sandwich, we have all kinds 
of different things that people can 
have in different varieties, so there's 
lots of choices.”
Wahlberg said he’s enjoyed those 
he’s met in the state. 
	 “All the different people 
that we've met and obviously…the 
casino people and then the people 
around and the towns and stuff like 
that, everybody's been amazing, so 
we love it,” he said. 
	 Wahlberg said he and his 
family wanted to thank the Cache 
Casino and everyone at the Coman-
che Nation. 
	 Comanche Business Com-
mittee members were also at the 
grand opening, as well as Comanche 
Nation Entertainment. 
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Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday

February 20 - Dakota 
Froehlich
February 20 - Mikela Garbee
February 28 - Justin Negron 
Jr.

Happy Birthday! 

March - Dezz
March - Rachel
March 1 - Matthew Asetamy
March 2 - Kena Poahway
March 2 - Darren Asepermy
March 5 - Margaret Clark 
“Happy Blessed 93rd Birth-
day.”
March 11 - Rose Edith Nauni 
“Happy 96th Birthday. Praise 
GOD for His Blessing our 
Nauni Family with your love 
and wisdom.”
March 12 - Neda Hemi-
nokeky “Happy Birthday! 
Love, your family!” ♥
March 17 - Ricky Poahway
March 20 - Doni Poahway
March 22 - Alyssa Wahah-
rockah
March 22 - Marta Asepermy
March 23 - Cassandra Har-
rison
March 23 - Betty Sue
March 26 - Cheryl Tahpay
March 26 - Levi Negron
March 30 - William Platt 
“Happy 64th Birthday!”
March 31 - Arlena Schrock

The Comanche Nation 
News

April Edition 
Deadline:
March 15

Email: 
stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.

com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Darren and Marta Asepermy
March 12

Celebrating 33 years of Marriage!
~ From all of us kids!

Happy Birthday
Doni Poahway

March 20

In Loving Memory
Sandra Jay Trujillo

July 26, 1963 - February 14, 2022

Happy Birthday
Dez

March
~ Happy 25th Birthday Dezz. We are 
proud of you. May creator continue 

to Bless and protect you! 

Happy Birthday
Levi Negron

March 26

Happy Belated 21st Birthday
Dakota Matthew Froehlich

February 20
~ Happy big 21st Birthday Koda. 

Love, mom and dad.

Happy 18th Birthday
Kena Poahway

March 2

Happy Birthday
Cheryl Tahpay

March 26

Happy Birthday
Cassandra Harrison

March 23
~ Happy Birthday from your

 siblings.

Happy 19th Birthday
Ricky Poahway

March 17
Happy Birthday

Darren Asepermy
March 2

Marta Asepermy
March 22

~ From all of us kids!

Happy Birthday
Rachel
March

~ We love you so so much! Love 
Mom, Ariane and Precious. 

Happy Belated Birthday
Mikela Garbee

February 20

~ Love, your brother Arthur Trujillo.
♥

Happy Birthday
Betty Sue
March 23

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers

COMANCHE NATION 
ADDRESS UPDATES

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

You may now update your address with Enrollment 
by going to the enrollment page at 

www.comanchenation.com and clicking on the 
Online Form or call (580)492-3371 for other 

enrollment related questions.

• Did You Receive Your 2024 Per Capita
   Payment?
• Did You Receive Your 2024 1099-Misc?
• Is Your Child’s Address Current To 
   Receive Their Minor’s Statement?

Obituaries
Natalie “Nats” Renee 

Eckiwaudah 

Courtesy Photo

Eckiwaudah
	 Natalie “Nats” Renee Ecki-
waudah, entered eternal rest on Janu-
ary 13, in Cyril, Oklahoma.  
	 She was born to Dennis and 
Gloria Marie (Simmons) Eckiwau-
dah on February 8, 1967, in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. “Nats” graduated from 
Cyril High School in 1986. She en-
joyed sewing, watching Steve Wilkos, 
going to concerts and the casino with 
her mom, playing video games with 
her nephews, Alan and Kerry. She 
enjoyed playing with all her cousins’ 
kids, making paper airplanes.  She 
was a member of the Comanche Na-
tion and also of Kiowa descent. 
	 She is survived by Alan 
Eckiwaudah, Stephanie Montanye 
and husband, Kurt Montanye, and 
Lynette Eckiwaudah, sister in-law; 
nieces Regina and Emma Montanye, 
aunts: Bonita Paddyaker, Marion 
Simmons and Sandra Tasso; uncles: 
Carl Paddyaker, and Weldon Husky 
Simmons: multiple cousins that were 
like her brothers and sisters to her; 
and her special baby “Snookems.”
	 She was preceded by her 
parents: Dennis Eckiwaudah and 
Gloria Marie Simmons Eckiwau-
dah; brothers: Dennis Eckiwaudah 
Jr. and Davi Eckiwaudah; grandpar-
ents: Ruth and Elton Simmons Sr. 
and Tennyson and Eva Eckiwaudah: 
uncles and aunts: Elton Simmons Jr., 
Betty Simmons, Arnold Eckiwaudah, 
Donnie Eckiwaudah, Margie Large, 
Betty Eckiwaudah and Colene Ecki-
waudah, Sue and Tom Morris and 
Chubby Permansu.

Joneta “Joni” Sandy 
Tahmahkera

Courtesy Photo

Tahmahkera
	 Joneta “Joni” Sandy 
Tahmahkera, age 48, passed away 
peacefully on January 18, in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma. 
	 Tahmahkera was a proud 
graduate of Western Heights High 
School, where she excelled in both 
cheerleading and track, particularly 
in running. She later earned a degree 
in Business Education. 
	 Tahmahkera leaves behind 
her beloved mother, Patricia Tahmah-
kera McNulty; father, John Cunning-
ham; and stepfather, Joseph McNulty. 
She is also survived by her brother, 
Thomas McNulty; sons, Memphis 
Blue Sandy and Sage Sandy; daugh-
ters, Alexis and Ashley Sandy; great-
grandson, Memphis Blue Sandy II; 
and great-granddaughter, Atianna. 
Tahmahkera will be remembered 
fondly by her aunts, Pam Battese of 
Apache and Carla Wildcat of Nor-

man. 
	 She is preceded in death by 
her sister, Teresa Frances McNulty, 
and her husband Wesley Sandy. 
	 In keeping with her wishes, 
there will be no formal service.

John “Bear” Parker 

Courtesy Photo

Parker 
	 John “Bear” Parker, went 
to his heavenly home on January 20, 
with his family by his side.
	 He was born December 7, 
1954, at Reynolds Army Hospital 
at Ft. Sill. He was the beloved son 
of Simmons and Ina Aunko Parker..
Parker was also a Great grandson to 
Quanah Parker and Hunting Horse. 
He was an enrolled member of the 
Comanche Nation. He was raised in 
a Military family and traveled ex-
tensively with his family. They trav-
eled to Aschaffenburg Germany, Ft. 
Lewis, Washington, East Los Ange-
les, Compton, California and finally 
returned back to Oklahoma. 
	 In 1973, Parker graduated 
from MacArthur High School. This 
was while he was boarding at Ft. Sill 
Indian School in Lawton. He also at-
tended Haskell Indian University in 
Lawrence, Kansas, and SIPI, Albu-
querque, N. M. 
	 Parker made many friends 
from other Tribes nationwide. His 
career at General Motors was over a 
span of 28 years, beginning in 1978. 
He was also a caretaker of our moth-
er, Ina Parker for 12 years. 
	 Parker joined the U.S. Ma-
rines and served his country from 
December 1982 to May 1986. Park-
er was proud to serve in the United 
States Marine Corps. He was sta-
tioned at Camp LeJeune, North Caro-
lina. His work history was 44 years 
long. While in the Marine Corps he 
was able to see the world. For our 
mothers birthday one year, he took 
her to Hawaii. One of his best trips 
abroad was to visit his friends in Ita-
ly. 	
	 Parker made his profession 
of faith in April 2024. He loved the 
Lord and attended both White church 
and Botone church. His favorite 
scripture was 23rd Psalm.
	 Parker entered into a so-
briety program in 2006 to 2025. He 
maintained his recovery and sobriety 
for 19 years. Among his many special 
interests, he loved to travel, dance, 
sing and loved all types of music and
movies. He was a history buff and 
was knowledgeable about our entire 
family genealogy. He was a Coman-
che War, Gourd and Straight dancer. 
Throughout his adult life, Parker at-
tended the Sundance in North Dakota 
where he made many friends of the 
Sundance.
	 He is survived by five 
sisters: Elaine Parker of Ft. Cobb, 
LaNora Parker of Lawton, Mary 
and Alan Moon of Anadarko, Mar-
tha Meat of Ft. Cobb and Elizabeth 
Parker Williams and Bruce Howard 
of Lawton. He had many nieces and 
nephews who he loved very much 
and they loved him: Donna and Di-
ane Parker, David and Daniel Cox, 
Alana Loman, Nocona and Quanah 
Burgess, Stephen and Brian Nicho-
las, Alex Moon, David Meat, Lydia 
Yellowhair, Charley Williams, Axie 
Dorsey along with many relatives 
and friends.
	 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Ina Aunko Parker and 
Simmons Parker, Brothers Robert B. 
and Anthony W. Parker.
HE WILL BE GREATLY MISSED.

Tommy Parker 

Courtesy Photo

Parker 

	 Tommy Parker entered into 
eternal rest on January 28.
	 Parker was born on August 
31, 1956, to Randlett and Maxine 
(Files)Parker.
	 Parker graduated from Law-
ton High School. He attended Cam-
eron University and the University 
of Oklahoma. Parker found peace 
and solace while golfing. He was a 
PGA Class A Club Pro. He was also 
employed at the Doral Golf Club in 
Miami, Florida.
	 Parker was a beloved broth-
er, uncle, cousin, and friend. And his 
absence is felt deeply by all whom 
had the privilege of knowing him. 
He was a proud member of the Co-
manche Nation of Oklahoma. Parker 
worked as a dealer at the Comanche 
Casino.
	 Parker is survived by: broth-
ers: Randy Parker Jr., Michael Parker 
and Steven Parker; and sister Ramo-
na Parker.
	 Parker is preceded in death 
by: parents Randlett and Maxine 
(Files) Parker; grandparents Dan and 
Jimmy Parker.

Leona Lorene Johnson 

Courtesy Photo

Johnson
	 Leona Lorene Johnson en-
tered into eternal rest on February 9. 
She was born to Harold Johnson Jr. 
and Irene Lillie Johnson on Decem-
ber 24, 1962.
	 Johnson was a proud mem-
ber of the Comanche Nation of Okla-
homa. She was also a descendant of 
the Seminole, Kiowa, and Delaware 
tribes. She was also a descendant of 
Millie Durgan and Esa Rosa White-
wolf.
	 Johnson attended Lawton 
Public Schools and Fort Sill Indian 
School. She graduated from River-
side Indian School, Class Of 1981. 
She excelled in academics and proud-
ly maintained straight A’s and earned 
a place in the honor dorm. Johnson 
was a natural athlete and avid runner. 
She went on to graduate from Great 
Plains Technology Center with a cer-
tification in Orthotics and Prosthetics.
Johnson worked as a medical tran-
scriptionist at the Lawton Indian 
Hospital for many years. Johnson 
was an artist and expressed her cre-
ativity through beadwork. She loved 
vacations and traveling, her favorite 
destination was always the beach.
	 Johnson was a devoted 
mother, and trusted confidant to her 
children. She blossomed in her role 
as a grandmother and adored her 
grandkids.
	 Johnson is survived by sons 
Timothy Johnson and David Wait-
scox Jr,; daughters Shawna Garcia 
and Stephanie Harjo; mother Irene 
Goombi Johnson; 13 grandkids: Ty-

ler, Gabriel, Onalesiah, Timothy Jr., 
Stephanie, Leona, Tsaaona, Jordyn, 
Jenasis, Derek, Ariyah, Layla, and 
Koda; great grandkids Avery and 
Prince; siblings Deana Johnson, Le-
muel Johnson, Trella Louis, Lloyd 
Johnson, and Gabriel Johnson.
	 Johnson is preceded in 
death by father Harold Johnson Jr.

Nona Marie Tahpay 

Courtesy Photo

Tahpay
	 Nona Marie Tahpay was 
born on February 26, 1955, in Law-
ton, Oklahoma. She passed away on 
February 15, at home with her family 
by her side at the age of 69, 11 days 
shy of her 70th birthday. She was a 
proud member of the Comanche Na-
tion. 
	 She moved to Walters at a 
young age and graduated from Wal-
ters High School and attended Beth-
any Nazarene College in Bethany, 
Oklahoma. 
	 In 1979 Nona gave birth to 
her only son Kyle Tahpay Sr. In the 
1990s they moved to Dallas, Texas, 
where one of the highlights of her life 
was watching her son play his first 
football game at the Dallas Cowboys 
Stadium. 
	 Tahpay enjoyed crochet-
ing and sewing with her sister, Rose, 
making mask  and phone purses for 
friends and family during Covid. She 
worked at Dairy Queen in Temple, 
Oklahoma, where she met so many 
wonderful people in Temple, she also 
worked at Four Seasons Sports, in 
Walters, The Red River Casino,  in 
Devol where she loved greeting and 
talking to everyone while driving her 
OU Cart that she decorated.   She was 
very appreciative of everything she 
had, if someone needed something 
she was always willing to help out 
one way or the other. 
	 She was an avid OU Soon-
ers and Walters Blue Devil fan. She 
loved to watch any basketball or 
football games especially when her 
grandchildren or someone she knew 
was playing. She loved everyone, es-
pecially her son and grandchildren. 
Tahpay never met a stranger and she 

Myron Wahnee

Courtesy Photo

Wahnee
	 Myron was born on May 28, 
1968, in Jose, California to Myers 
Wahnee Jr. and Cora Thompson. He
attended Anadarko High School. 
Myron was a music lover and well-
known artist. He was a descendant 
of Kiowa and Comanche Tribes of 
Oklahoma.
	 He is survived by: father 
Myers Wahnee Jr. of Mt. View; moth-
er Cora Thompson; brother Michael 
and Stephen both of Carnegie; chil-
dren: Mylene, Malcolm, Mason and 
Morgan; six grandchildren; extended 
family Rhonda Wahnee, Colton and 
Zachary; many family members and 
friends.
	 He is preceded in death by: 
two brothers Robert Durgan Wahnee 
and Jason Gwynn Bryant; grand-
daughter Vanna Eckiwaudah Scott, 
maternal grandparents, Roy and Ar-
letta Thornton, great grandparents 
Fritz and Florence Kaulay, paternal 
grandparents Myers and Maggie 
Wahnee Sr.

was loved by all and will be missed 
by many.
	 She is survived her son: 
Kyle Tahpay Sr. of Elgin; sister: 
Ronna (Richard) Jacobs of Walters; 
Brother; Charlie Tissychy of Law-
ton; Grandchildren: Jaylen Wayne, 
Madison Marie, Gracie Riann, Lilly 
Dawn, Kyle Everett Jr. and Kasen 
Eli; Niece: Yody and Michael, Doty 
Jacobs; Uncle: Videll and Isabelle 
Yackeschi, Many family members 
from Camp Seven in Cache; Special 
Friend; Greg Mallow; Two special 
sisters: Rose Chockpoyah and Shar-
lene Eschiti who will miss her very 
much; numerous uncles, aunts, cous-
ins and many friends.
	 She is preceded in death by 
her parents: Herschel and June Tah-
pay; brothers Kenneth Wayne Tahpay 
and James Tahpay. And numerous 
aunts, uncles, cousins.
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COME PLAY WITH US COME PLAY WITH US 
THIS MARCH!THIS MARCH!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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