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NOTICE OF COMANCHE ACADEMY SCHOOL BOARD 
ANNUAL MEETING

	 The 2023 Annual Meeting 
of the Comanche Academy School 
Board (“Board”) shall take place on 
June 22, at 6 p.m. at:

Comanche Academy
1701 N.W. Taft Ave
Lawton, OK 73507

	 Elections to fill expiring 
and vacant Board Director positions 
will take place at the Annual Meet-
ing.  The election shall take place in 
accordance with the Board’s Election 
Policy, adopted on March 24, 2022.  
Nomination forms are available at 
the Comanche Academy Administra-
tion Office. 
	 Elections will be held to fill 
possibly four (4) expiring or vacant 
Director positions:

•	 Director 4 (vacant)
•	 Director 5 (currently filled 
by  Martie Woothtakewahbitty)

•	 Director 6 (vacant)
•	 Director 7 (vacant)

	 Nominations to fill open 
Director positions may be made by 
any person whose legal residence is 
within the Comanche Nation’s for-
mer reservation area or treaty area 
boundaries, whose child is enrolled 
at Comanche Academy, or who is an 
enrolled Comanche Nation citizen.  
	 All nominations must be on 
the nomination form attached to this 
notice and received by the President 
of the Board, Woothtakewahbitty, via 
email at mwooth@comancheacad-
emy.com or hand delivered to the 
School Leader/Superintendent, Dava 
Fratello, no later than 11:59 p.m. on 
June 8.  Any nominations received 
after this deadline will only be con-
sidered by the Board on a case-by-
case basis.

	 To be eligible for election, a 

nominee must:
•	 Be at least 18 years of age;
•	 Have a high school degree 
(or equivalent);
•	 Have complied with any 
continuing education requirements 
imposed by the Board during the Di-
rector nominee’s prior term on the 
Board (if applicable);
•	 Not be convicted of a felony 
involving a crime against a child;
•	 Not be a member of the Co-
manche Nation Business Committee; 
and
•	 Not be disqualified from 
serving under Section III(B) of the 
Board’s Conflicts of Interest Policy, 
adopted December 1, 2021.

	 All Director nominees must 
be present at the Annual Meeting to 
be eligible for election to the Board.  
Nominees will be given an opportu-
nity to speak for no more than three 
(3) minutes

Director Position	 Currently Filled By	 Term End Date	Elected by Board or Appointed by 
CBC
Director 1		  Dr. Kathryn Briner	 2025 Annual Meeting	 Elected
Director 2		  Vacant	2025 Annual Meeting	 --
Director 3		  Vacant	2025 Annual Meeting	 --
Director 4		  Vacant	2023 Annual Meeting	 --
Director 5		  Martie Woothtakewahbitty	 2023 Annual Meeting	 Elected
Director 6		  Vacant	2023 Annual Meeting	 --
Director 7		  Vacant	2023 Annual Meeting	 --
Director 8		  Ron Redelk	 2024 Annual Meeting	 Elected
Director 9		  John Harris	 2024 Annual Meeting	 Elected
Director 10		  Justin Boos	 2024 Annual Meeting	 Appointed by CBC
Director 11		  Vacant	2024 Annual Meeting	 --

The current Comanche Academy School Board roster

Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority 
Testifies at House 
of Representatives 

Committee 
Hearing 

Executive Director 
Russell Sossamon 

provides direct dialogue 
to Congress on Native 

American housing issues

	 On May 15, Comanche Na-
tion Housing Authority’s (CNHA) 
Executive Director, Russell Sos-
samon, testified before Congress 
to address the housing issues that 
face Native Americans in Southwest 
Oklahoma. Sossamon provided direct 
dialogue to Congressman Tom Cole, 
drawing attention to the Indian Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
(ICDBG)’s scoring and funding regu-
lations.
	 The hearing presented six 
invited tribal representatives with the 
opportunity to give testimonies cen-
tered on tribal concerns. Sossamon 
was invited as a non-governmental 
witness during the committee hear-
ing, which focused on transportation 
and housing domains. It was the first 
hearing of its kind by this congressio-
nal committee to hear tribal perspec-
tives for these areas. 
	 The hearing, which serves 
as a component of the budget process 
for the House of Representatives, 
allowed for the Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority to engage in direct 
and substantive discussions with the 
members of Congress responsible for 
funding Native American programs.
	 “Testifying to a congres-
sional committee is an honor afford-
ed to few Americans. Sossamon’s 
representation of CNHA at the na-
tional level solidified our position,” 
said Nora Sovo, Deputy Director of 
CNHA. “Sossaman’s nearly 30 years 
of knowledge and experience in our 
industry make him one of our most 
trusted representatives.”
 	 Sossaman dedicated his at-
tention to the formulation of the In-
dian Housing Block Grant (IHBG) 
and the IHBG Competitive and their 
current level of funding and scoring 
processes. The IHBG Competitive is 
a highly sought-after program that 
provides adequate housing and suit-
able living environments for tribal 
members. 
	 The funding that supports 
the program is limited, restricting its 
ability to service all of those in need. 
The program’s scoring works in favor 
of construction instead of acquisition. 
Constructing new properties takes 
much longer than acquiring existing 
properties, which delays the ability to 
provide more homes to tribal mem-
bers. 
	 Sossamon testified in favor 
of increasing the funds that are al-
located to the IHBG programs and 
amending the scoring processes for 
the IHBG Competitive to allow equal 
preference for acquisitions. More 
funding and acquiring properties 
would allow CNHA and other hous-
ing authorities to increase its efforts 
and improve living conditions for 
more tribal members in a timely mat-
ter. 

See HOUSING, Page 10

Realty 
Department Meets 

with BIA About 
Fee-to-Trust Process

	 Comanche Nation Chair-
man, Mark Woommavovah, and 
Comanche Nation Realty Director, 
Stephen Lee, recently met with R. 
Gabriel Morgan, the Deputy Regional 
Director of the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs (BIA), to discuss the fee-to-trust 
application process. The meeting 
took place at the Comanche Nation 
Complex and was aimed at speeding 
up the process.
	 The fee-to-trust application 
process is critical for tribes seeking 
to acquire land and establish sover-
eignty. However, the process can be 
lengthy and complicated, often taking 
years to complete. This can be a sig-
nificant barrier for tribes seeking to 
expand their land base and economic 
opportunities.
	 During the meeting, Chair-
man Woommavovah and Director 
Lee discussed the challenges faced by 
the Comanche Nation in the fee-to-
trust application process. They also 
shared their ideas for streamlining the 
process and making it more efficient.
	 Deputy Regional Director, 
Morgan listened to their concerns 
and ideas and provided feedback on 
how the BIA could help expedite the 
process. He also shared information 
about recent changes to the fee-to-
trust application process and how 
they could benefit the Comanche Na-
tion.
	 The meeting was produc-
tive, and all parties agreed to contin-
ue working together to find ways to 
speed up the fee-to-trust application 
process. Chairman Woommavovah 
expressed his appreciation for Deputy 
Regional Director Morgan's willing-
ness to listen and work collaborative-
ly with the Comanche Nation.
	 The Comanche Nation is 
committed to expanding its land base 
and economic opportunities, and the 
fee-to-trust application process is a 
critical step in achieving these goals. 
By working with the BIA, the Co-
manche Nation is confident that it can 
overcome the challenges and succeed 
in the fee-to-trust application process. 

COMANCHE LITTLE PONIES RECOGNIZES LOWELL NIBBS FOR 25 YEARS. During the 53rd 
Annual Comanche Little Ponies Powwow, held May 12 and 13, Lowell Nibbs, Chairman of the Coman-
che Little Ponies, was recognized as holding the chairmanship position for 25 years. He was presented a 
plaque and certificate of recognition by the 2023-2024 Comanche Little Ponies Princess, Graison Yellow-
fish, pictured above, and was given a Pendleton blanket by Comanche Nation Chairman, Mark Woom-
mavovah, pictured above right. MIDDLE RIGHT: During the two day celebration, new members were 
welcomed into the warrior society. BELOW RIGHT: Active Duty Servicemen, Tennyson Kerchee, and 
Aaron Nevaquaya leads the Grand Entry the evening of May 13. See more photos of the powwow on 
Page 9.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

	 Voters may cast their ballots for 
Early/In-house Voting 8 a.m.-5 p.m. June 9, 
at the polling sites:
•	 Comanche Nation Dorothy Lorentino 

Sunrise Education Center Auditorium, 
located at 1608 SW 9th St., Lawton. 

•	 Comanche Nation Complex New Con-
ference Room, 584 NW Bingo Road, 
Lawton.  

VOTING ON ELECTION DAY:
     Voters may cast their ballots on Elec-
tion Day, 8 a.m.-6 p.m., June 10, at the 
polling sites:

Lawton Polling Site 
Comanche Nation Complex New Conference 
Room, 584 NW Bingo Road, Lawton

Oklahoma City Polling Site
Comanche Nation Outreach Office – OKC 
Office, 8014 N Western Ave. Suite D, OKC

Apache Polling Site 
Comanche Nation – Apache Community Cen-
ter, 309 Julia Mahseet Road, Apache 

Anadarko Polling Site
Comanche Nation Outreach Office – Anadar-
ko Office, 602 W. Virginia, Anadarko

Cache Polling Site
Comanche Nation – Cahoma Community 
Center, 752 NW Quanah Rd., Cache

Walters Polling Site
Comanche Nation Community Center – Wal-
ters, 905 E. Missouri St., Walters
 

Run Off Voting Sites 
June 9 & 10

Submitted by the Realty Dept.

Submitted by Comanche Nation Hous-
ing Authority
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Special low rates! Don’t miss out.
May 1 through June 30, 2023 
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Government

Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Mark Woommavovah

Email: Mark.Woommavovah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
Email: Cornel.Pewewardy@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
John David Wahnee

Email: John.Wahnee@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Robert Komahcheet

Email: Robert.Komahcheet@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator

Julia Mantzke
Email: Julia. Mantzke@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman: 

Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS
Puhi Mua (June)

Leaf Month
	 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the July edition is 5 
p.m., June 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
•	 Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

•	 Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

•	 Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

•	 Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

•	 Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

•	 News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

•	 Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

•	 The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/Obitu-
aries are submitted by the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home or by tribal 
members on a funeral home letter-
head. The Milestones Page is for tribal 
members only. TCNN publishes all 
services conducted by The Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home without discre-
tion. The Obituaries Page is for tribal 
members only.

•	 TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

•	 We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
800 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the May 6, Comanche Business Com-
mittee Monthly Meeting, and not the 
official minutes. To obtain a copy of the 
official minutes, please contact the Of-
fice of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 
You can watch the meeting in its entire-
ty online at comanchenation.com.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

@thecomanchenationnews

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

The Power Of Positivity 
	 We all know that one person who immediately makes us feel heavy 
after a conversation with them. They will find everything that is wrong or could 
go wrong in a situation and can’t bear to see the good in anything. They focus 
on everything that isn’t going right rather than being thankful for the things that 
are. You probably have someone who immediately jumps into your mind, or you 
might even be thinking, “yes, this is me.”  
	 I am personally someone who is a massive believer in the power of a 
positive mind-set and have seen miraculous changes in people’s lives when they 
switch their mind sets and thoughts to be more positive.  
	 People often settle for things in their lives that don’t make them happy. 
This could be their careers, their families and relationships, or their lifestyles and 
health. Rather than focusing on the good in these areas and identifying specific 
changes that could be made to further improve, they would rather complain about 
how awful it all is. As a result, these people may find themselves downgrading 
their aspirations to match their realities. 
	 Consider this for a second: Rather than downgrading your aspirations 
and feeling negative every day, imagine if you could upgrade your self-belief and 
enhance your positive thoughts to meet your vision and goals instead? The fact is, 
you can. It is a choice you can make and the outcome will be a direct reflection of 
that.  
	 Our minds are always full of thoughts, even if we don’t realize it, and 
they influence every decision and action that we take. You may have noticed that 
your thoughts were very positive from a young age, before being shaped by the 
belief systems and behaviors of others around you.  
	 So, how can you live and see things in a more positive way if it’s not 
something that comes naturally to you? 
	 Replace negative thoughts with positive thoughts
	 Every time you become consciously aware of a negative thought, try to 
replace it with a more positive thought. One way to do this is to add “but” on the 
end of the thought, i.e., “I have just lost my best paying client, but this enables me 
to have the capacity to assist new clients.” 
	 Always choose to see the positive in a situation. 
	 This is often a challenge, but the good news is that once you do any-
thing a certain number of times, it becomes a habit and will feel more natural. Say 
you find yourself unemployed. Rather than thinking “why is this happening to 
me?” ask yourself, “what is this teaching me?” See that it brings opportunity into 
your life to explore and try something you really enjoy.  
	 Take time out of each day to be grateful
	 This is so simple but it’s something many people are guilty of rarely 
doing. At the same time every day, think of five things you have for which to be 
grateful. This can be anything, big or small. 
	 Be aware of the mental images you allow yourself to focus on
	 If you are a worst-case scenario type of person, take the time to ask 
yourself if the things you are worrying about are 1) true and 2) likely to happen. 
Chances are they aren’t, and the worst-case scenario is often not as big of a deal 
as you think it is. Our imaginations can run away with us, leaving us in a state of 
panic over scenarios that may never actually materialize.  
	 Always remember that you are what you think you are and you are 
the decision-maker. If life isn’t how you wish it to be, first take the time to think 
about what’s wrong and how you could change it — but then take the time to give 
gratitude for what makes you happy and STRONG. We are definitely “Comanche 
Strong-Stronger Together!” 

Happy are the people whose God is the LORD. -Psalm 144:15
URA, Chairman Woommavovah 

CHAIRMAN RECOGNITION. At the Lawton Public 
School’s (LPS) American Indian Education Senior Cel-
ebration, April 19,  Chairman Woommavovah was the 
guest speaker for the event. At the conclusion he was pre-
sented with a special recognition for his outstanding sup-
port and commitment to LPS Indian Education. 

Courtesy Photo

	 The Comanche Nation 
Chairman, Mark Woommavovah, 
calls the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
John Wahnee conducted a roll call. 
Comanche Business Committee 
(CBC) No. 2, Ross Kahrahrah, was 
absent at the roll call, and a quorum 
was established. Wahnee provided 
the invocation.
	 CBC No. 3, Alice Kas-
sanavoid, motions to approve the 
May agenda. CBC No. 4, Robert 
Komahcheet seconds it. The motion 
carries 5/0/0.
	 Wahnee takes the floor to 
talk about the high school graduates 
being restricted from wearing bead-
ed graduation hats and other Native 
items during the graduation ceremo-
ny due to Oklahoma Governor Stitt 
vetoing the Oklahoma Senate House 
Bill SB429. Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, 
reads a resolution to be signed by the 
CBC and given to Governor Stitt.
	 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to approve the minutes of Meet-
ing April 2023 CBC Meeting. Pewe-
wardy seconds it. The motion carries 
6/0/0.

Executive/General Council 
Officer Reports 

	 Chairman Woommavovah 
said he honored the passing of Co-
manche veteran and Comanche In-
dian Veterans Association member 
George Red Elk. He was a speaker for 
the Oklahoma Municipal League List 
for Public Safety, Criminal Justice 
Reform, and Tribal Symposiums. He 
was the keynote speaker at the Law-
ton Public Schools American Indian 
Graduation Ceremony. He gave the 
welcoming address for the Voc Rehab 
Symposium, attended the Comanche 
Academy Graduation Ceremony, and 
he was the Keynote Speaker of the 
Cameron University Commencement 
Ceremony.
	 Vice Chairman Pewewardy 
said he attended all required meet-
ings. He and the Indigenous Peoples 
Day Committee hosted a gourd dance 
powwow in Carnegie, Okla. He spoke 
at the Sovereign Community School. 
He sat on a panel for the American 
Indian Law Review. He spoke at both 
the University of Kansas Symposium 
in Lawrence, Kan., and the Univer-
sity of New Mexico in Las Crucis, 
N.M. He received the Spirit Award 
from the Cameron University admin-
istration. He attended the MMIP at 
the Oklahoma State Capital. 
	 Secretary/Treasurer Wahnee 
announced he would propose estab-
lishing a Special Committee to plan 
economic development for the tribe 
five and ten years ahead. He present-
ed the Capital Expenditures Reports 
about the Comanche Nation Casinos. 
He said renovations are needed for 
the upkeep of the casinos. He added 
that another report will follow at next 
month’s meeting. 
	 He reported the Tax Com-
mission has a total of $3,321,464. The 
oil and gas has a balance of $333,105.

Committee/Board 
Reports from CBC 

	 Indian Health Board- CBC 
#3 Kassanavoid reported that reno-
vations at the Lawton Hospital are 
ongoing, and a new mammogram 
machine is being installed. Any com-
plaints can be given to the Patient Ad-
vocate at the Indian Hospital.
	 Cow-Calf Program- CBC #4 
Komahcheet reported that the bulls 
were tested for breeding soundness, 
the program purchased a drone and 
added another bull to the herd. Twin 
calves were born. The program hired 
an ag manager for cattle management. 
They created a Facebook Page called 
Comanche Nation Land and Cattle. 
The are looking into alternate breed-

ing methods due to the drought. They 
have a total of 139 head of cattle.
	 KCAILUC-Chairman – 
Woommavovah reported that the 
committee reviews all land leases 
and maintains the KCA cemeteries. 
They are looking for a KCA director 
and currently have an interim direc-
tor.
	 CNHA- CBC #3Kassanaov-
id reported that the Elder Program 
had made 1,300 contacts in April. 
They are still waiting on the BIA to 
begin the new program for out-of-
area tribal members. It will be a one-
time assistance. 
	 Enterprise- CBC #3 & CBC 
#4 Kassanavoid reported that their 
annual meeting was held in February.
	 Resolutions
Resolution No. 39-2023- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1287 – Kas-
sanavoid makes the motion to accept 
the resolution. Komahcheet seconds 
the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 40-2023- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1288 Adults- 
Kassanavoid makes the motion to 
accept the resolution. Komahcheet 
seconds the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 41-2023- Enroll-
ment Eligible Resolution List 1289 
Outside of Parameters- Kassanavoid 
makes the motion to accept the reso-
lution. Komahcheet seconds the mo-
tion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 42-2023- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1290 No Al-
lottee - Kassanavoid makes the mo-
tion to accept the resolution. Komah-
cheet seconds the motion. It carries 
6/0/0.

Resolution No. 43-2023- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1291 Does 
Not Meet BQ- Kassanavoid makes 
the motion to accept the resolution. 
Komahcheet seconds the motion. It 
carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 44-2023- Transit 
Bus Resolution FY 2023 Amendment 
- Kahrahrah makes the motion to ac-
cept the resolution. Wahnee seconds 
the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 45-2023- CNGC_
FY23 Budget Drawdown Modifica-
tion v2 - Kahrahrah makes the mo-
tion to accept the resolution. CBC 
No.1, Hazel Tahsequah, seconds the 
motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 46-2023- CIP DSL 
Seam Roof Resolution - Wahnee 
makes the motion to accept the reso-
lution. Komahcheet seconds the mo-
tion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 47-2023- THPO 
MOU City of Boulder CO Resolu-
tion - Pewewardy makes the motion 
to accept the resolution. Tahsequah 
seconds the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 48-2023- THPO 
Heritage Resource Technician Reso-
lution - Tahsequah makes the motion 
to accept the resolution. Pewewardy 
seconds the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 49-2023- THPO 
United States Department of Interna-
tional Exchange Resolution - Pewe-
wardy makes the motion to accept 
the resolution. Tahsequah seconds 
the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 50-2023- Realty Pur-
chase of 1714 W Gore Resolution - 
Kassanavoid makes the motion to ac-
cept the resolution. Wahnee seconds 
the motion. It carries 6/0/0.

Resolution No. 51-2023- CNLE Sac 
and Fox Juvenile Facility Resolution 
- Kassanavoid makes the motion to 
accept the resolution. Komahcheet 
seconds the motion. It carries 6/0/0.
	 The CBC go into Executive 
Session around 12:42 p.m.

A Total of 12 Resolutions are Presented 
at the May CBC Meeting
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Official Voting Results from the 
May 13 General Election 

All Ballot Questions and Line Items Pass; Run Off Election June 10 

Comanche Nation Entertainment Hosts Bloods Drives In May
Team Members Received Paid Time Off For Donations

	 In May, Comanche Nation Entertainment hosted public blood drives at its Comanche Red River Hotel Casino in Devol and 
Comanche Nation Casino in Lawton to give back to the community. 
	 Comanche Nation Entertainment, through its charitable Comanche Cares initiative, offered team members who donated 
blood additional incentives, including theme park tickets and paid time off. 
	 Team members who donated received eight or more hours of paid time off. Each successful donor also received a free t-shirt 
from the Oklahoma Blood Institute and a ticket of their choice to the Science Museum Oklahoma, Six Flags Frontier City or Six 
Flags Hurricane Harbor OKC.  
	 Comanche Red River Hotel and Casino’s blood drive was held on May 24 between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. and Comanche Na-
tion Casino’s was held on May 30 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Prior to donating, all participants received a health screening, blood 
pressure and cholesterol check.
	 “Our team members are passionate about uplifting the community. Through our giving initiative Comanche Cares, we have 
been able to provide $1.5 million in resources for Oklahoma families,” said Mia Tahdooahnippah, CEO of Comanche Nation Enter-
tainment. “Since blood donations are something money can’t buy, we wanted to find ways that our team members could contribute 
to the great need for blood donors.” 
	 Comanche Cares hosts blood drives at its properties throughout the year. The drives support the high demand for blood 
donations. According to the Oklahoma Blood Institute, someone needs blood in the state every two seconds, and one blood donation 
can save up to three lives. Blood transfusions are often needed for those involved in car crashes, surgeries and other treatments for 
cancer patients or another illness. 

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Entertainment employees donate blood 
during a two-day drive to help the Oklahoma Blood Insti-
tute.

Continued on Page 10
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LEADING 
NATIVE 
AMERICAN LAW 
FIRM
Nationally ranked in
U.S. News–Best Lawyers 2023
(BL Rankings LLC)

LEADING
LAWYERS
Native American Law 
Chambers USA 2022

www.dorsey.com Advertising Material

50 South Sixth Street 
Suite 1500
Minneapolis, MN 55402
(612) 340-2600

200 Crescent Court
Suite 1600
Dallas, TX 75201
(214) 981-9900

wise counsel
FOR OVER 30 YEARS, 
DORSEY HAS PROVIDED A 
FULL SPECTRUM OF LEGAL 
SERVICES FOCUSED ON 
THE NEEDS OF TRIBAL 
GOVERNMENTS AND 
THOSE DOING BUSINESS 
WITH THEM.
We offer the features of a full-
service law firm with deep 
experience representing 
Indian tribes and Alaska 
Native corporations. 

Learn more: www.dorsey.com/
services/indian_alaska_native 
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@cnb1901 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

See Account Options!

We Make Banking Simple!
Don’t Sweat It!

Download 
CityNET Today!

See All The Features!
• Digital Wallet
• Check Deposit
• Card Control
• Personal Financial   
Management Tool
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COME PLAY WITH US!COME PLAY WITH US!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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Comanche Little Ponies Celebrates It’s 
53rd Annual Powwow May 12 & 13

Women's Applique Special Contest
From Left:
#296 Anhinga Delgado, Lawton, Okla. - Consolation - $50, 
gift bag
#297 Kendell Green, Oklahoma City, Okla. - Consolation - 
$50, gift bag
#295 Memphis Cleveland, Black River Falls, Wis. - 1st Place 
- $750, applique dress, star quilt
#821 Tylynn Thurman, Shawnee, Okla. - 2nd Place, $500, 
Waje, star quilt
#92 Janae Grass, Tulsa, Okla. - 3rd Place, $350, Waje, star 
quilt
#241 Lyndee McClellan, Saint Cloud, Minn. - 4th Place - 
$200, ribbon skirt
#812 Kaira Wolfe, Winnebago, Neb. - 5th Place - $150, rib-
bon skirt
#277 Isa PoorBuffalo, Apache, Okla. - Consolation - $50, gift 
bag
#818 Krystle Logan, Harrah, Okla. - Consolation - $50, gift 
bag
Not shown: 
#275 Minnie Jo Tahah, Apache, Okla. - Tiny tot winner - gift 
bag
#816 Mila Decerah, Winnebago, Neb. - Jr. winner - gift bag 
#283 Tatum Burgess, Cache, Okla. - Consolation - $50, gift 
bag

Womens Jingle 
3rd Alicia Scholfield 
2nd Rebekah Tate Ne-
vaquaya
1st T’ata Begay 

Womens Buckskin 
3rd Ashley Baker 
2nd Tosha Goodwill 
1st Crystal Lightfoot

Women’s Cloth 
4th Amanda Moore 
3rd Kaylene Chasenah 
2nd Lynn Thurman 
1st Chay Toehay-Tartsah

Mens Grass
3rd DJ Yarholar 

2nd Dustin BigMountain
1st Siksika ScabbyRobe

Men’s Traditional 
3rd Angelo Begaye 
2nd Donovan Haury
1st Louie Sage

Mens Straight
3rd Terry Tsotigh 
2nd Donald Chasenah 
1st Jason Lightfoot

Men’s Fancy 
4th Sly Isaacs
3rd Billy Pewo 
2nd Cheyenne Pocawachit 
1st Michael Roberts

ADULT CONTEST WINNERS

Winners of the Special Golden Age 
Special in honor of Ed Yellowfish

!st - RG Harris
2nd - Terry Tsotigh
3rd - George Tahdooahnippah
Consolation - Donald Chasenah

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Courtesy Photo

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Numerous mothers were honored with a special Mother’s 
Day song at the Comanche Little Ponies Powwow May 13.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The 2023 Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo, two-
steps with her father, Kevin, May 13 at the Comanche Little 
Ponies Powwow.

Billie Kreger, Susan Johnson, Amber Komahcheet, Georget-
ta Pocowatchit  and Ruth Factor gourd dance at the Coman-
che Little Ponies Powwow.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Garrison Tahmahkera, Kent Tomah and Benny Cable 
gourd dance at the Comanche Little Ponies Powwow May 
13, in Lawton, Okla.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, Vivian Parker and Coman-
che Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo pin the new banner on 
the Comanche Little Pony Princess, Graison Yellowfish.

Men of the Comanche Little Pony Society perform the Mem-
bership Ceremony, retrieving new members to join their or-
ganization. This ceremony is performed once a year at their 
Annual Mother’s Day pow-wow.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

The Victory Dance is performed after the women Scalp 
Dance.  This dance was performed at the Comanche Little 
Pony Annual Mother’s Day Pow-wow.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Head Lady Dancer, Melanie Motah, performs the Scalp 
Dance, which only for the women to dance.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
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May 13 Election Official Voting Results

	 “Since the grant favors construction, CNHA often must operate on Fee Simple Land as 
Trust Land is often in rural areas far from amenities, jobs and resources,” said Sovo. “This is more 
costly and time consuming. If the grant showed equal preference to acquisitions, tribal members 
could select an existing home in the area of their choosing, increasing our ability to place tribal 
members in safe housing.” 
	 During his address, Sossamon also highlighted the cultural norms of Native American 
families that demonstrate the grant’s impact. "It is customary for Native families to reside with 
their extended families, including parents or grandparents. This practice reduces the burden on 
nursing care, and consequently, on the need for federal subsidies. It is crucial to view this grant as 
an investment, which will yield significant returns in the long run."
	 For more information about Comanche Nation Housing Authority, visit www.comanche-
housing.com. 

HOUSING
Continued from Page 1

On May 15, Comanche Nation Housing Authority’s 
(CNHA) Executive Director Russell Sossamon testified 
before Congress to address the housing issues that face 
Native Americans in Southwest Oklahoma.  

Certification of Candidates from General Election

Continued from Page 4
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Programs
Comanche Language 

Class in Walters
	 Comanche Language 
Classes will be held on Thurs-
days at the Comanche Nation 
Community Center in Walters, 
Okla., at 6 p.m.
	 Instructor is Ronald 
Red Elk and Apprentice is Ed 
Tahhahwah Jr.
	 For more information 
call: (580) 699-5315 or e-mail: 
language@comanchenation.
com.
	 Everyone is welcome 
to attend.

Higher Education
Student of the Month

Mark Geffre

Courtesy Photo

Geffre
	 Mark Geffre is a de-
scendant of Poemoceah. His 
parents are Larry and Rebec-
ca Geffre, and his maternal 
grandparents are Michael Har-
rison and Stephanie Harrison.
	 Geffre is a Junior at 
Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, working toward a 
Bachelor of Science in Parks 
and Wildlife Law Enforce-
ment and an Associate of Sci-
ence in Wildland Fire fighting.
	 His goal is to become 
a game warden or park ranger.

Higher Education
Student of the Month

Alannah Atauvich-
Callahan

Courtesy Photo
Callahan

	 Alannah is the 
daughter of Gene Atauvich 
and the granddaughter of the 
late DeRoy Atauvich Sr. She 
is also the granddaughter of 
Mary Atauvich Birdtail and 
she was raised in the greater 
Kansas City area. Callahan’s 
great-grandparents are the late 
Pearl Yokesuite Atauvich and 
the late Lewellyn Atauvich.
	 Callahan is a Doctor-
al student at Abilene Christian 
University, with an emphasis 
in Higher Education Adminis-
tration & Leadership. 
	 She is currently in 
the final phases of the Doctor-
ate program as she is halfway 
through writing her disserta-
tion, pending additional con-
firmation of research and data 
collection. 
	 She possesses a 
Bachelors and Masters de-
gree from the University of 
Oklahoma and throughout her 
educational career, has been 
a Gates Millennium Scholar, 
American Indian Graduate 
Center and Native Forward 
Scholarship recipient. 
	 She has been asked 
to speak at many public events 
and was selected to be a men-
tor for Native students. She 
was also selected to be a State 
Coordinator for American 
Pageants, Inc., where she as-

sists in recruiting and mentor-
ing women to compete for the 
crown using their leadership, 
academia, and volunteer work 
as a basis for competition. 
	 She is employed by 
The University of Oklahoma 
as a Payroll Specialist and 
has worked in various depart-
ments at the University since 
2018 and served in many vol-
unteer positions for OU.
	 Her background in 
pageants and modeling has 
contributed to the activities in 
her spare time. She is a promo 
model, brand ambassador, 
and background actress. You 
can see her in many projects 
including: Reservation Dogs 
(Season 1), American Under-
dog, Joey & Ella, For The 
Love of Money, 13 Minutes, 
and various other films. She 
was cast for her first speak-
ing role as a supporting ac-
tress in a short film playing, 
“Rebecca” in a film called At 
What Cost,  produced for the 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
that was released in 2022.
	 Callahan was nomi-
nated for “Election Board 
Member-OKC Area” on the 
2023 Election Ballot for the 
Comanche Nation. Her future 
endeavors include serving the 
Comanche Nation, continu-
ing her professional journey at 
OU, and taking a certification 
program with Harvard Busi-
ness School. 
	 She hopes to make 
an impact in higher education, 
paving the way for other like-
minded Native women who 
have a desire to serve, lead, 
and mentor others.

Job Placement and 
Training 

Student of the Month
Brittany Tyler

Courtesy Photo
Tyler

	 Brittany Tyler re-
cently completed a six-month 
course at Elite Academy for 
the Esthetician Program.  She 
completed a month earlier 
than planned and she takes 
her final written and practical 
exam on July 6.  
	 She does not yet have 
an established salon space just 
yet, but you can follow her In-
stagram @Asthetically_B.

Adult Education 
Student of the Month

Clayton Cerday

Courtesy Photo
Cerday

	 Clayton Cerday is 
the son of Eddie and Susan 
Cerday, a descendant of David 
(Sotero) and Herlinda Cerday.
	 While at Texas State 
University in San Marcos, 
Texas, he started a career in 
Biomedical Research with no-
table areas of work in Cancer 
Therapeutics (Multi-Drug Re-

Injury Prevention 
Taking Applications
	 Comanche Nation 
Injury Prevention Director, 
Laura Trusty and Injury Pre-
vention Technician, Fiona 
Kerchee, are taking applica-
tions for tribal members that 
need Smoke Alarms, Fire Ex-
tinguishers, or Carbon Mon-
oxide Detectors.
	 Requirements:  Need 
physical address; Contact 
phone number; CDIB.
	 Smoke alarms will be 
installed in the home by a team 
of installers, at a time of con-
venience for you.
	 For more information 
contact the Injury Prevention 
at (580) 492-3600.

Roundrobin Tire 
Drive

	 The Office of Envi-
ronmental Program will be 
conducting a Roundrobin Tire 
Drive, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m., June 
13 - 15 at the Cache Commu-
nity Center.  The event is open 
to the public.
	 Tires up to 24 inches 
will be accepted.  Only 25 
tires per vehicle (please do not 
bring tractor tires.)
	 Also being accepted:  
Aluminum, plastic, cardboard 
and E-waste (TVs of any kind 
will not be taken)
	 A Roll-off will be 
available accepting Household 
Appliances and trash, Bulk 
items, Paint and Batteries.
	 For more information 
contact The Office of Environ-
mental at (580) 492-3754.

sistant Protein-4), Historical 
staining, imaging and descrip-
tion of an Environmentally 
protected salamander endemic 
to the Central Texas region.
	 After college, he 
earned a Oakridge Institute 
of Science and Education Mi-
crobiology Fellowship with 
the Department of Energy and 
the Department of Defense at 
JBSA Fort Sam Houston.
	 After his fellowship, 
he went to work for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Services 
in Pennsylvania and then the 
USDA in California.
	 Cerday is now a De-
partment of Defense Microbi-
ologist training for Safety and 
Occupational Health Manage-
ment through the U.S. Army’s 
CP-12 Program.

Environmental Programs 
2023 Earth Day

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Residents and staff of the Edith Gordon Retirement attend the 2023 Earth Day event held at 
Watchetaker Hall on April 21.
	 The Comanche Na-
tion Office of Environmental 
Program hosted it’s Annual 
Earth Day Celebration on 
April 21 at Watchetaker Hall.
	 The first Earth Day 
was held April 22, 1970, be-
cause there was not any regu-
latory mechanisms in place 
such as The Clean Air Act or 
The Clean Water Act in place 
to protect the environment.  
Earth Day has been celebrated 
April 22, it is an annual event 
to demonstrate the support the 
environmental protection.  To-

day Earth Day is recognized 
by over 190 countries and 
have had participation from 
over one billion people world-
wide.
	 This year the Coman-
che Nation Office of Environ-
mental Program’s Earth Day 
had participants from other 
Environmental Programs from 
around the surrounding area.
	 The participants at-
tending the event show cased 
their program and services 
which they provide.
	 Approximately 15 

vendors from other tribes as 
well as those from the Coman-
che Nation set up booths, pro-
viding information hand-outs 
and promotional gifts.
	  Special “Thank 
You,” to The Comanche Na-
tion Social Services provided 
the meal.
	 135 adults along with 
20 children attended the event.
	 Free t-shirts were 
provided.  The Comanche Na-
tion Diabetes Program gave 
out free N7 Nike shoes while 
supplies lasted.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Members of The Office of Environmental Pro-
gram staff:  Tito Lindsy, Christina Cooper, Di-
rector and Sara Williams.

Member of the Wichita Environmental 
Program discuss information with tribal 
member attending 2023 Earth Day.
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Programs
Prevention & Recovery Celebrates BIP 
Graduates and Shares Event Highlights

	 Recent months saw the Co-
manche Nation Prevention & Re-
covery (CNP&R) department host 
various events and activities for tribal 
communities and youth. In March, 
Comanche tribal member, Tish 
Thompson, facilitated two cultural 
craft classes in which she taught par-
ticipants how to bead hairpipe bone 
necklaces. They had a tremendous 
response and positive feedback for 
these classes and look forward to pro-
viding many more. The Native Spirit 
Project coordinated an April series of 
anime art classes instructed by local 
Comanche artist Stacy Paul Sovo. 
The Native youth learned the basics 
of anime-styled sketching, linework, 
and shading with an added Native 
flare. Families gathered at the Preven-
tion & Recovery Outpatient Center 
on April 20, for a Special Education 
Clinic led by guest speaker Daniel 
Wall, an educator, and coach for Law-
ton Public Schools. CNP&R’s Indige-
nous P.O.W.E.R. Program and Circles 
of Care’s goals for this event were to 
destigmatize, educate, and advocate 
for our youth on IEPs, 504 plans, or 

those who present with differing dis-
abilities.
	 CNP&R is proud to cele-
brate the graduation of seven partici-
pants from our Batterers Intervention 
Program (BIP). The intensive 52-
week, comprehensive domestic vio-
lence education program that provid-
ed a cognitive behavioral approach 
with an emphasis on culture, history, 
and Native American traditions was 
led by BIP instructor Jay Mule, Su-
pervisor and Project Director for 
CNP&R. Please congratulate the fol-
lowing graduates: Alexander Redhat, 
James Parker, Monte Bergman, Dean 
Ward, Jamie Gibson, Keenan Mc-
Clung, and Christopher Ototivo.
	 Prevention & Recovery 
programs have been hard at work 
promoting services and the 988 Men-
tal Health Lifeline through various 
public awareness campaigns. From 
opioid awareness videos running 
on GoodHealth TV at local Indian 
Health Service clinic to youth-guided 
suicide prevention posters, CNP&R 
strives to reach people across all 
forms of media. There are two 988 

Billboards in Lawton on West Cache 
Road and eastbound Gore Boulevard. 
These billboards resulted from a very 
successful collaboration with our 988 
Tribal Response grant and the Okla-
homa Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services. You 
can find more information about the 
programs and events by following 
them on social media. They have 
three Facebook pages: Comanche 
Nation P&R, Comanche Nation Na-
tive Spirit Project, and IAMNDN. 
You can also reach us on Instagram 
@cn.prevention.recovery and TikTok 
@uncivilizedsobriety.
	 Don’t miss out on their 
future events! Save the date for 
the upcoming Youth-led Powwow 
(uku?numunuu numi muhnemiaru 
nuhkana) on August 26, sponsored 
by Comanche Nation Prevention & 
Recovery and the Comanche Acad-
emy Charter School.  Location and 
contests are to be announced. You 
can catch updates on their socials or 
The Comanche Nation News Face-
book page. 

COMANCHE NATION POLICE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATES 
IN A MULTI-AGENCY TRAINING. The event was led by Randy 
Harris, the Director of Training and Operations for Court Security 
Concepts and Law Enforcement Officer. The officers from Oklaho-
ma and Texas went through a 40-hour court security specialist class 
before training in real-life scenarios. Harris said that the training 
makes the courtrooms safer, and Comanche Nation Court Bailiff 
Officer, Edward Bayones, added that they could all implement this 
training with court security and the patrol division. 

Photos by Heaven Williams/News staff

In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court

•	 Andrea Bettencourt: CNCSP-23-14; Petition for Establishment of 
Child Support 
•	 Max Niedo: CNCSP-22-20; Petition to Register Foreign Order
•	 Conner Ramsey: CNCSP-21-03; Petition for Establishment of Child 
Support
•	 Sterling Stonecalf:  CNCSP-11-12; Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

	 Under Title 3 of the Comanche Nation Child Support Codes Rule 
4 (E (3) allows for service by publication in instances where the location of 
the subject is unknown, or when the subject of service has been unable to be 
served by traditional means. The CNCSP is needing the above name(s) to be 
placed in our upcoming Comanche Nation Newspaper. 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT ALL COMANCHE NATION TRIBAL COURT 
CHILD HEARINGS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN PERSON.
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT ALL COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES CHILD 
SUPPORT HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN PERSON. 

Child Support 
Services Announces Court Dates

Native Spirit Project coordinated an April series of anime art 
classes instructed by local Comanche artist Stacy Paul Sovo. 

CNP&R is proud to celebrate the graduation of seven participants from our Batterers Intervention Program 
(BIP). The intensive 52-week, comprehensive domestic violence education program that provided a cognitive 
behavioral approach with an emphasis on culture, history, and Native American traditions was led by BIP in-
structor Jay Mule, Supervisor and Project Director for CNP&R. 

There are two 988 Billboards in Lawton on 
West Cache Road and eastbound Gore Boule-
vard. 

Families gathered at the Prevention & Recovery Outpatient Center on April 20, for a Special Education Clinic 
led by guest speaker Daniel Wall, an educator, and coach for Lawton Public Schools.

Courtesy Photos

2023 Comanche Nation 
Youth Tek Camp

The Tek Camp will consist of three sessions: 
 1. June 5-15 
2. June 19-29 
3. July 10-20

	 Campers must be ages 6-13 and en-
rolled Comanche Nation members.
	 Apply online at:  https://coman-
chenation.com/departments/family-service/
youth-program.

For more information, call (580) 492-3288
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VOTE
TANISHA BURGESS -  CBC #3

JUNE 9 & 10, 2023

My name is Tanisha Cable Burgess and I have been nominated for the CBC Seat #3. I am a mother of four children 
and have been married to Kenny Burgess for 19 years. We reside in Cache, OK. My parents are the late Norma 
Cable Adame and Richard Adame of Mayetta, KS and I am the granddaughter of the late Vernon & Gloria Cable of 
Cache, OK.

I am currently enrolled online at Little Priest Tribal College. I am taking classes for an Associates of Arts in Native 
American Studies focusing on Federal Indian Policy. I have been an online student at Little  Priest since January 
2022.

What Qualifies me for CBC #3?

I have over 15 years of experience working in both, Comanche Nation Tribal Government and Tribal Gaming. I was 
instrumental in revising the current Gaming Ordinance along with former Committee Members. While working as 
the Assistant Manager at the Comanche Nation Waterpark, I helped bring in new revenue for the both the Water-
park & Indoor Playground. I worked in the Realty & Land Management Department as the Administrative Assistant. 
As the Administrative Assistant, I helped and worked with the US Forest Service that established the first Parapro-
fessional Program and budget. I have advocated and dedicated time with and for Tribal Members on issues from 
employment termination to the current issues going on within our nation. 

In the last year I helped the Apache Gaming Commission bring their Licensing Department to compliance.

I am currently working with the Kiowa Tribe to establish a Native Boys & Girls Club.

Community Engagement:
- I am currently a volunteer Soccer Coach for the Comanche Academy.
- I was recently asked to help create the first Native American Club for Indiahoma Public Schools.
- I formerly sat on the Cache J.O.M. Indian Parent Committee for Cache Public Schools.
- I coached youth Volleyball at the Y.M.C.A. and the local Lawton league.

I respectfully ask for your Vote on Saturday, June 10, 2023. Make your vote count!
Ura 
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

We want to see what you 
are cooking! Send a picture 
of any of the recipes you try 
on the “Culinary Corner” 
page, and it will be in an is-
sue of TCNN, and TCNN 
will mail you a gift of thanks. 
Email your name, picture, 
and which recipe you used to 
Heaven.Williams@Coman-
chenation.com.

Chicken Tomato 
Pesto Burrata Pasta 

8 oz. Whole wheat linguine
1 Tbsp olive oil
2 Tsp minced garlic
1 1/2 Cups grape or cherry to-
matoes
1 Tsp salt
1 Tsp pepper
3/4 cup pesto
2 Cups cooked chicken (shred-
ded or cubed)
1 Cup fresh basil 
1 Ball burrata 

Ingredients 

Directions

1. Cook and drain the pasta, 
according to directions.
2. In a separate pan, heat up 
the oil and garlic over medium 
heat.
3. Add the tomatoes, salt, and 
pepper, cooking until they be-
gin to soften.
4. Set the tomatoes aside and
add in the pesto and pasta, 
mixing evenly.
5. Add in the cooked chicken, 
mixing until everything is 
evenly warm.
6. Add the tomatoes back in 
along with the fresh basil.
7. Toss the pasta and remove 
from heat.
8. Top with burrata

No-Bake Chocolate 
Oatmeal Cookies

Ingredients  
2 Cups firmly packed light 
brown sugar 
1 Stick of butter 
½ Cup whole milk 
2 Tbsp unsweetened cocoa 
powder 
1 ½ Cups of old-fashioned 
oats 
½ Cup of creamy peanut butter 
1 Tbsp of vanilla extract 
1 Tsp of salt 

Directions
1.	 Line two rimmed 
baking sheets with Parchment 
or wax paper and set aside. 

2.	 Bring the sugar, but-
ter, milk, and cocoa powder 
to a rolling boil in a medium 
saucepan over medium-high 
heat. Let boil for 1 to 2 min-
utes, stirring often, until the 
mixture measures 230 de-
grees, then remove from heat. 

3.	  Stir in the oats, pea-
nut butter, vanilla, and salt un-
til everything is combined. 

4.	 Working quickly be-
fore the mixture sets up, drop 
tablespoons of the mixture 
onto the prepared pans, flat-
tening slightly if you like. Let 
stand at room temp until firm. 

Apricot Fluff
Ingredients  

•	 1 cups apricot or 
peach yogurt 
•	 1 package apricot 
gelatin 
•	 1 carton whipped top-
ping (thawed) 
•	 1 package of minia-
ture marshmallows 
•	 3 cups of cubed, 
peeled fresh apricots 

Directions
1. In a  large bowl, add yogurt 
to gelatin; stir for 2 minutes to 
completely dissolve.
2. Gently stir in whipped top-
ping, then marshmallows and 
apricots. 
3. Refrigerate until firm, at 
least 4 hours. 

COMANCHE NATION 
EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 
HOT LINE

(580) 492-3628

Color the Picture
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People, Places, &Things Happening

	 The Comanche Nation Road 
Warriors participated in the Oklaho-
ma City Memorial Marathon and won 
their division on  April 30. 
	 The team was led by Coman-
che Nation Chairman Mark Woom-
mavovah and included C.J. Ahtone, 
Brandon Parker, Jessica Cleveland 
and Tavia Hart. 
	 Hart was the first leg of the 
race, which was 6.2 miles.
	 “I went out and ran every 
day to prepare for this.”
	 Teammates agreed they ran 
for their health and enjoyment, but 
Cleveland had one extra reason.
	 “I’ve always been an avid 
runner because I have a little brother 
who is severely disabled, can’t walk, 
can talk and take advantage of the gift 
God’s given me when others don’t 
have it.”
	 Ahtone ran 3.1 miles for the 
second leg of the race. He said he en-
joyed the marathon. 
	 “It felt really good this morn-
ing to get up and participate with the 
team members,” he said. “You know 
we all came together…our own little 
tribe, as you would say, and it was fun 

[to] get out there and compete and…
represent Comanche Nation as good 
as we can.”
	 Parker ran a little over 7 
miles as the third leg; he lives in Ari-
zona and visited Oklahoma to run the 
marathon.
	 “I’m in the service, so any-
time I get to run back home is a beau-
tiful feeling for me,” he said. “And 
to run it with the tribe in Oklahoma 
City, my fourth time running here, 
felt beautiful, so it’s a great day.”
	 Parker said he wasn’t per-
sonally affected by the Oklahoma 
City Bombing; however, he knew 
people who responded to the bomb-
ing. 
	 “I’m a former Coman-
che Nation CHR, and at the time of 
the bombing, I wasn’t working as a 
CHR, but I do remember there were 
CHRs…and other members of the 
tribe who responded as first respond-
ers to the Oklahoma City Memorial 
bombing,” he said. “And so, because 
of that, and I was around those people 
as an employee, I held them in high 
regard…so in that way, it’s affected 
my respect for the men and women 

who were first responders on that 
horrible day and that tragic day.”
	 Woommavovah ran the final 
6.2 miles of the marathon. 
	 “I feel great because we’re 
able to share this with our Comanche 
runners right here. Not only that, but 
we showed our Comanche pride,” he 
said. “We will always run with our 
colors, and we let our community 
know we’re here and we’re doing big 
things in Southwest Oklahoma at the 
Comanche Nation.”
	 Cleveland said crossing the 
finish line was a great feeling. 
	 “…Proud of my people; it 
was amazing crossing the finish line 
together, and I encourage you all to 
get out, especially on pretty days like 
this,” she said. “I know I’m guilty 
myself not going out every day, and I 
think we need to make it a priority to 
take care of ourselves and also repre-
sent our people at events like this.” 
	 Woommavovah said he ap-
preciated the support from the Co-
manche Nation and Lawton Ft. Sill 
Area. 

Comanche Road Warriors Win Their Division at the Oklahoma City Memorial Marathon

 Chaddlesone Takes First in 
the OKSE

Chaddleson
 	 Tribal Member Julianne 
Chaddlesone was part of a two-man 
Mario Kart team who won first place 
in the Oklahoma Scholastic Esports 
Little Eleagues division on April 29. 
	 Chaddleson is one of the es-
ports players at Lincoln Elementary 
and the only Comanche member on 
the team.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

SAPCUT ACCEPTS NEW PO-
SITION AT A HIGH SCHOOL 
IN KENTUCKY. Tribal mem-
ber, Richard Sapcut, is a coach 
living in Kentucky and has ac-
cepted a new position as the new 
head strength and conditioning 
coach at Lynn Camp High School 
in Corbin, Kentucky. Sapcut has 
been coaching in Kentucky for 
over 20 years and will continue 
at Lynn Camp High School as 
not only a weight room coach; 
he will also coach football as the 
special teams coordinator, re-
ceivers, and running back coach. 
Sapcut will start the first high 
school wrestling team in Lynn 
Camp High School history. 

Numunu Basketball Team Places First in Battle of Nations 

Courtesy Photo
From left, Back row: Alison Tahahwah, Danquez Dawsey, Cody Mahset-
ky, Ronnie Battle, Joseph Tahah, Mike Decker, Jared Kopaddy. 
Front row: Jaylen Swift, Craig Foster, Dylan Parker 

 	 On April 27 through 29, Numunu basketball team competed in the 
Spokane, Washington Battle of Nations, an all-Native American basketball 
tournament, and placed first, beating their score last year and taking second. 
Among the accomplishments of winning the tournament, Numunu basketball 
had the tournament MVP, Alison Tahahwah.

	 Hayden Goombi is the son of John and Llori Goombi of Cyril, Okla. 
His maternal grandparents are Lloyd Heminokeky Jr. and the late Karen 
(Redbone) Heminokeky of Cyril. His paternal grandparent is Carla Owings-
Worcester of Fort Cobb, Okla. Goombi is the Great-great-great-great grand-
son of Big Chief Lookingglass and an enrolled member of the Comanche Na-
tion. 
	 Goombi is a Junior honor student at Cyril High School. He is active 
in the student council, FCLA, and the Esports team. On December 12, 2022, 
Goombi and his teammates Henry Lonewolf, Matt Sylvester, and Skylar Bow-
erman won their first OSSAA Mario Kart 4v4 State Championship. 
	 On April 15, Goombi and teammate Matt Sylvester traveled to South-
western Oklahoma State University located in Weatherford, Okla., to compete 
in the OSSAA 2v2 Mario Kart State Championship and won in the final round 
against Davis High School. On April 21, Cyril became Back-2-Back 4v4 Ma-
rio Kart State Champions in the OSSAA’s Championship game.   
	 Cyril’s E-sports program has only been active for the past two years. 
Out of 120 Oklahoma High Schools of all sizes, Cyril has dominated three of 
the 12 games offered. Cyril has been ranked No. 1 and has been the favorite to 
win the OKSE State Championship in Mario Kart. Goombi plans to return his 
senior year next season to help defend their titles. 

Courtesy Photo

From Left, Skyler Bowerman, 
Matt Sylvester, Hayden Goombi, 
Henry Lonewolf

Goombi

Goombi and His Team Take Home State 
Championship Trophy

Courtesy Photo

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

The Comanche Nation Road Warriors participated in the Oklahoma City 
Memorial Marathon and won their division on April 30. The team was led 
by Comanche Nation Chairman Mark Woommavovah and included C.J. 
Ahtone, Brandon Parker, Jessica Cleveland and Tavia Hart. 

Story and Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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Military News
Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

June News Release
In Honor and Memory of 

US Army Sergeant 
George ‘Gerald” Red Elk  

Sunrise January 29, 1948 – Sunset 
April 19, 2023 

Interment at Deyo Indian Mission 
Cemetery, Lawton Okla.

On April 25, 2023 

Courtesy Photo

George “Gerald” Red Elk
 	 George “Gerald” Red Elk, 
served in the U.S. Army in 1967-
1973, and in the Oklahoma Army 
National Guard from 1982-1991, 
earning the rank of Staff Sergeant.
	 He served during the Viet-
nam War w/11TH Armored Cavalry 
Regiment (as a Tank Commander) & 
Persian Gulf War (as a Field Artillery 
Surveyor) w/45th Infantry Division, 
awarded Silver Star, the third highest 
award for Gallantry.  
	 His citation reads in part: 
“Red Elk, George, Sergeant, Unit-
ed States Army, Company D, 1st 
Squadron, 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment distinguished himself by 
gallantry in action while engaged in 
military operations involving con-
flict with an armed hostile force on 
March 18, 1969, while serving as a 
Tank Commander in the Republic 
of Vietnam.  On this date, Company 
D was conducting a sweep through 
the Michelin Rubber Plantation 
when fierce contact was made with 
an estimated battalion-size force of 
North Vietnamese Regulars in well-
concealed, bunker fortifications.  In 
the ensuing battle, Sergeant Red 
Elk’s tank began receiving rocket-
propelled grenade fire from the left 
flank.  Reacting instantly, Sergeant 
Red Elk aggressively maneuvered 
his vehicle toward the enemy posi-
tion, engaging them with his main 
gun.   His highly accurate fire com-
pletely routed the enemy force, kill-
ing two.  As he moved back on line, 
an enemy rocket-propelled grenade 
round exploded overhead, severely 
wounding his right hand.  Ignor-
ing the pain, Sergeant Red Elk was 
successful in knocking out a sec-
ond rocket-propelled grenade team.  
He courageously remained with 
his tank for 45 minutes after being 
wounded, until he passed out from 
the pain and loss of blood.  His he-
roic example greatly inspired the 
entire unit to press on and com-
pletely overpower the hostile force.  
Sergeant Red Elk’s outstanding per-
sonal courage and unwavering de-
votion to duty were in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit and the United 
States Army.”  Signed by B.E. Huff-
man Jr., Brigadier General, GS, Chief 
of Staff on July 13, 1969.  
	 Sergeant Red Elk was also 
awarded the Army Commendation 
(2) & Army Reserve Achievement 
Medals and is the son of Comanche 
Code Talker Roderick Red Elk –  also 
stationed Fort Knox, Ky., Fort Riley, 
Kan., Lawton, Okla., Fort Carson, 
Colo., Dugway Proving Grounds, 
Utah, Saudi Arabia and Iraq, other 
awards include Purple Heart, Viet-
nam Service medal w/4 Bronze Ser-
vice Stars, Vietnam Gallantry Cross 
w/Palm, Vietnam Campaign medal 
w/1960 Device, Southwest Asia 
Service medal w/2 Bronze Service 
Stars, Saudi Arabian Liberation of 
Kuwait medal, Kuwait Liberation of 
Kuwait medal, Good Conduct medal 
w/2 Bronze Loops, National Defense 
Service medal w/Bronze Star, Army 
Service Ribbon, NCO Professional 
Development Ribbon 2/Numeral 2, 
Overseas Ribbon, Expert and Marks-
man Qualification Badges w/Rifle 

and Pistol Bars, selected as 2/64th 
Armor NCO of the Quarter, select-
ed as “Top Gun” for 5/32nd Armor 
Tank Gunnery Qualification Test 
and graduate of the NCO Candidate 
School, inducted into the Oklahoma 
Military Hall of Fame on Novem-
ber 11, 2011. He was honored by the 
Military Times- Hall of Valor and 
the Oklahoma Historical Society for 
his actions during the Vietnam War. 
George Red Elk earned the honorary 
title of Numu Putuski. for Heroism-
Gallantry-Valor.

Funeral and Honor 
Guard Details

Courtesy Photo
SSG George Red Elk

	 A funeral detail was re-
quested by the Red Elk Family as 
the services were conducted at the 
Comanche Nation Tribal Complex, 
Watchetaker Hall on April 25, with 
burial at the Deyo Mission Cemetery.
	 George Red Elk was born on 
January 29, 1948, in Lawton Oklaho-
ma to Roderick and Helen Red Elk. 
His father was a Comanche Code 
Talker during WWII as he served 
in the U.S. Army from 1967-1973 
and in the Oklahoma Army National 
Guard from 1982-1991. He earned 
the rank of Staff Sergeant. During 
his time in service, he was awarded 
the Silver Star, Purple Heart medals 
and was inducted into the Oklahoma 
Military Hall of Fame. During Color 
Guard Details, George was desig-
nated to carry the Comanche Code 
Talker Flag in Honor of his father.  
	 The detail consisted of Vet-
erans and Auxiliary members. The 
U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, 
U.S. Army, CIVA and Comanche 
Code Talkers flags were displayed. 
His military bio was read, a roll call 
was conducted as well as a final sa-
lute. 
	 Over 75 Veterans in atten-
dance provided a final salute. At the 
Deyo Mission Little Cemetery, full 
military honors were conducted by 
CIVA and the Auxiliary with the as-
sistance of the Patriot Guard. The 
Comanche Nation Police Department 
provided a Firing Squad Detail.      

Courtesy Photo

Curtiss Alan Pewo 
	 A funeral detail was re-
quested by the Pewo Family as 
the services were conducted at the 
Apache United Methodist Church in 
Apache on May 11, with burial at the 
West Cache Creek Cemetery west of 
Apache. 
	 Curtis Alan Pewo enlisted 
into the United States Marine Corps 
on November 17, 1971, and earned 
the rank of Private First Class (E-
2). He completed his Boot Training 
at the Marine Corps Recruit Train-
ing Depot, Parris Island, S.C., and 
Marine Aviation Training Support 
Group (MATSG) for Basic Aviation 
Electronic Maintenance at Naval Air 
Technical Training Center (NATTC), 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
	 PFC Pewo was Honorably 
Discharged as his awards include the 

Flag Replacement, and 
Installation of Grave Markers

	 On May 13, Veterans and 
Auxiliary held a planned workday to 
replace all the flags at the Circle of 
Honor and the Court of Honor along 
with setting up 13 cross in Honor and 
Memory of our Fallen Warrior of the 
Comanche Nation. Another work 
detail placed three bronze flat head-
stone /markers at the Otipoby Cem-
etery for the late Richard Henson, 
Eldridge Tahdoonippah and Gardner 
Pewewardy. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Vice Commander John Mc-
Clung replacing flags.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans and Auxiliary pre-
paring to setup the crosses.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are Edward Tahhahawah 
III, Clifford Takawana, Phylis Nar-
comey and Clifford Red Elk.

May CIVA Monthly 
Meeting

	 On May 4, CIVA held its 
fifth meeting for the 2023 calendar 
year. 
	 CIVA Co-Chaplain, Monah 
Davis, opened with a prayer as the 
CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. Open-
ing remarks were made by CIVA 
Commander, Kevin Pohawpatchoko. 
Birthday recognitions were made to 
CIVA Vice Commander, John Mc-
Clung, CIVA Treasure, Frankie Pat-
terson, CIVA Co-Chaplain, Monah 
Davis and Auxiliary member Linda 
Tehauno. 
	 The monthly meal was pro-
vided by CIVA Auxiliary members 
Nona Gail Mihecoby and Cheryl 
Takawana. After the meal, a roll call 
was conducted by CIVA Secretary, 
Dominic Pawlowski and a quorum 
was established. 
	 The April Monthly Minutes, 
Treasure Report and the Veterans and 
Auxiliary reports were presented and 
approved. Old Business and New 
Business were discussed.  

Former Comanche Nation, CIVA 
Princess Earns Doctorate Degree 
	 The Officer’s, Princess and 
Auxiliary would like to congratu-
late Ms. Krista Hubbard on earning 
her Doctorate Degree (PHD) in Lit-
erary and Cultural Studies from the 
University of Oklahoma. “Way to go 
Krista we are proud of you.”

Courtesy Photo

Armed Forces Day
	 Armed Forces Day is cel-
ebrated on the third Saturday in May. 
It was first observed on May 20, 1950 
– the day was created on August 31, 
1949, to honor Americans serving 
in the five (now six) U.S. military 
branches, Army; Marine Corps; 
Navy; Air Force; Coast Guard; and 
Space Force. 
	 The CIVA conducted their 
first now annual Armed Forces Day 
Banquet on May 15, 2004, at the 
Comanche Community Center in 
Apache Okla. There are currently 33 
Comanches on active duty.

The First to Serve

Chebahtah
First Soldier - 1883

Edward Clark
First Marine - 1933

Norton Tahquechi
First Sailor - 1918

Teddy Tahsuda
First Airman - 1941

Nathan Hernasy Sr.
First Coast Gaurdsman- 1946

In Honor and Memory 
of Fallen Warriors of the 

Comanche Nation

PFC Johnnie Rivas
Killed in Action

June 6, 1944

SGT Melvin Myers
Killed in Action
June 14, 1944

PVT  Eli Hosetosavit
Killed in Action
August 1, 1944

PVT Ben Trevino 
Killed in Action
August 3, 1944

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

USMC Marine Corps Good Conduct 
Medal, National Defense Service 
Medal.  
	 The detail consisted of Vet-
erans and Auxiliary members. The 
U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, 
U.S. Marine Corps flags were dis-
played. 
	 His military bio was read, a 
roll call was conducted as well as a 
final salute. At the West Cache Creek 
Cemetery, full military honors were 
conducted by CIVA and the Auxiliary 
with the assistance of the Comanche 
Nation Police Department who pro-
vided a Firing Squad Detail.      

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
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Courtesy Photo
PFC Thomas Chockpoyah

Killed in Action
August 7, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PFC Ben Trevino
Killed in Action

September 16, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PVT Henry Kosechata
Died of Wounds

May 1, 1945

Courtesy Photo

PFC Henry Conwoop
Died of Wounds

May 3, 1945

Courtesy Photo
Dennis Karty

Died in Captivity
March 30, 1952

Courtesy Photo
Lt Col Meech Tahsequah

Killed in Action
Body not recovered
February 28, 1954

Courtesy Photo

PFC Russell Pesewonit
Killed in Action

July 22, 1966

Courtesy Photo
Cpl Robert Pahcheka

Killed in Action
October 22, 1968

Courtesy Photo
Cpl Joshua Ware
Killed in Action

November 16, 2005

Comanche Veterans who 
died while on Active Duty

Courtesy Photo

Teddy Tahsuda
February 3, 1943

Courtesy Photo

Forrest Sunrise
January 1, 1944

Courtesy Photo

Chester Tieyah
July 9, 950

Courtesy Photo
Wendall Weryackewe

June 7, 1954

Courtesy Photo
Elbert Vidana

September 9, 1955

Courtesy Photo
Anthony Tahsequah
November 23, 1983

Courtesy Photo

Richard Wichita 
August 3, 2003

Courtesy Photo
William Kerchee
January 20, 2007

Comanche Veterans that 
Passed Since Memorial 

Day 2022 

Courtesy Photo

Clifford “Keith” Red Elk
May 17, 2022

Courtesy Photo
Bob Tenequer
June 2, 2022

Courtesy Photo

Daniel Elam Jr.
June 4, 2022

Courtesy Photo

Robert Bobby Soontay
June 13, 2022

Courtesy Photo

Ernest Lee Brewer
June 21, 2022

Courtesy Photo

Patricia Ann Sutton-
Tahdooahnippah

June 24, 2022

Courtesy Photo
Gary Poafpybitty

June 24, 2022

Courtesy Photo

David Eckiwaudah
July 3, 2022

Courtesy Photo
John Ray Hunter
October 8, 2022

Courtesy Photo
Ronald Parker
Numu Pukutsi

December 12, 2022

Courtesy Photo
Carl Eldon Atauvich

February 16, 2022

Courtesy Photo
Glenn Samuel Tehauno

February 22, 2022

Courtesy Photo
George Gerald Red Elk

Numu Pukutsi
April 19, 2022

Courtesy Photo

Curtiss Alan Pewo
May 2, 2022

CIVA Princess Activities
Arlene Schonchin

	 CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, performed Native Ameri-
can Sign Language at the 100 Anni-
versary of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas Conference May 5 and 
May 7 in Oklahoma City, Okla. and 
paraded in the Armed Forces Day Pa-
rade May 20. in Lawton, Okla.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
performing the Lord’s Prayer on 
May 5, in Oklahoma City for the 
Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas’ annual conference. 

CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
performing the Hail Mary Prayer 
on May 7, in Oklahoma City for 
the Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas’ annual conference. 

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin 
at the Armed Forces Day Parade 
with Comanche Nation Princesses.

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin 
at the Armed Forces Day Parade.
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Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday! 

May 13 - Karissa Komah-
cheet
May 27 - Alene Nicole Stum-
blingbear

Happy Birthday! 

June 1 - Cody Joe Mahsetky 
AKA Codeezy, Deezy. “Wish-
ing you a very special birthday 
and many more Blessed years. 
Love, momma, JRO, Kerry, 
Cambree, family and friends!
June 3 -  Jamie PrairieChief 
“Happy Birthday Jamie! May 
GOD Bless you with many 
many more! Love, your fam-
ily!”
June 4 - Marion Simmons
June 6 - Tracey McClung-
Pack
June 6 - Riggins Hemi-
nokeky-Gayton “Happy 
Birthday Baby Riggs!” 
June 7 - Caden Tahbonemah
June 7 - Isaiah Whitewolf 
“Happy 9th Birthday from 
Mom, Dad, grandma, and sib-
lings.”
June 9 - Michael Miller
June 11 - Michelle Anderson-
Howen
June 11 - Terry Brinkman, Jr
June 15 - Kenneth Looking-
glass
June 17 - Franklin Akoneto
June 18 - Loki Passi
June 18 - Quintessa Andon-
ian
June 20 - Claudia Coosewoon
June 21 - Staci Rench (An-
derson)
June 22 - Monica McClung
June 23 - Qynn
June 23 - Vivian Hall
June 24 - Dak Miller
June 26 - Lisa Collins

In Loving Memory
Frank Whitewolf

05/10/1941 - 06/19/2020

The Comanche Nation 
News

July Edition Deadline:
June 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.
com

Mail: 
Comanche Nation/PIO 

P.O. Box 908 
Lawton, OK 73501 

Contact: (580) 492-3385

Happily Married
April 30, 2023

at Rock Spring Indian Baptist 
Church located in Anadarko, OK.

Congratulations!
Rev. John JC Smith and Michelle J. 

Timbo-Smith

From
The Comanche 

Nation News/PIO 
Staff: Jolene, Paula, 
Heaven, Natascha, 

& Stacey!

Kenneth and Billie Kreger
June 3rd

Celebrating 50 years of marriage!

Keith Wetselline
~Happy Father’s Day, Dad! We 
love you so much! From: Fiona 

& Tasi.

Happy Birthday
Caden Tahbonemah

June 7

Royal Nahno-Kerchee
~Happy Father’s Day little 

brother! Love, Sallie Kerchee-
Tonips.

Happy Belated Birthday
Karissa Komahcheet

May 13
~We love you so much! Always, 

Papa, Grammies, Mom, and Lil’ Sis!
Dwayne Ototivo

~Thank you for all you do! We 
love you so much! From: Desirae 

& Kaidence

~Happy Heavenly Father’s Day to 
our Dad and Grandpa. From your 
kids and grandkids.We miss you. 

Happy Birthday
Terry Brinkman, Jr.

June 11

Happy Birthday
Lisa Collins

June 26
~Happy birthday from your family! 

All 100 of us!

Happy Birthday
Franklin Akoneto

June 17

Michael Miller
~Happy Father’s Day. We 

love you! From: Dak & Mila 
Miller.

Happy 14th Birthday
Quintessa Andonian

June 18
~Happy Birthday from your family. 

We love you lots!

Happy 15th Birthday
Qynn

June 23
~Love, Mom

Red Elk
Courtesy Photo

January 29, 1948-April 19,2023 

	 There was a man 
	 “George was, first and foremost, a good Christian man and my 
friend.
	 Combat veteran of Vietnam and Iraq, George was awarded the 
Silver Star-America’s third-highest award for Valor in combat. He is also 
a Purple Heart recipient. 
	 George was a quiet man. Quiet but profoundly influential to oth-
ers. He was one of the first I met in the Comanche Indian Veteran’s As-
sociation and showed me the “Comanche way.” I learned a lot from him. 
He will be missed. Missed by a loving wife, children, grand and great-
grandchildren, other family members, and a host of friends. 
	 I will miss your quiet smile, your soft voice. I will remember 
George Gerald Red Elk, and I will proclaim”, said Lonnie Henderson.
	 There was a man.

-Submitted by Lonnie Henderson

“I saw an eagle fly…
…lookin’ south 

Toward Mount Scott 
‘bout six in the morning 

Mid April day 
Clear, no clouds 

I saw an eagle fly…
…effortlessly 

Riding the currents 
Soaring above all 

Majestic 
Supreme 

I saw an eagle fly…
…and that eagle 
Looked a lot like 

Numuna Teknawap 
George Gerald Red Elk 

Fly long, fly high, Brave Warrior
April 19,2023”

Composed by Lonnie Henderson 

CORRECTION:
The Comanche Nation News 
regrets the error of identifing 
May 29 as Labor Day in the 

May edition of TCNN. 
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Obituaries
Fred Charles Ticeahkie

Courtesy Photo

Ticeahkie
Nov. 26, 1947 - Apr. 1, 2023
	 Rev. Fred Ticeahkie, went 
to be with the Lord on April 1. He 
lived a long, blessed life to age 75. 
Rev. Ticeahkie, was the proud son 
of the late Charles (Lindy) Lindberg 
Ticeahkie and Dorothy Maxine John-
son Ticeahkie of Lawton, Okla. He 
has three sisters Daphne Ticeahkie, 
Diane Ticeahkie and the late Susan 
Ticeahkie. He was the only son.
	 Rev. Ticeahkie, attended 
school at Chilocco Indian School in 
Kay County, Oklahoma. During his 
late teens he met his future wife, Rev. 
Janice (Haury) Ticeahkie. 
	 Rev. Ticeahkie attended 
UCLA. Rev. Ticeahkie attended a 
driving school and obtained his CDL. 
Rev. Ticeahkie was blessed with a gift 
from Ethaline Tofpi and John Haury 
which financed his first truck and 
his second truck. Rev. Ticeahkie and 
Jan owned 'Ticeahkie Trucking' for 
14 years. The couple started a fam-
ily in California and attended Indian 
Revival Center in Bell Gardens, Cali-
fornia. The couple have been married 
for 53 years. Rev. Ticeahkie and his 
wife both attended Global University 
in California. When relocating back 
to Lawton, Okla. Rev. Ticeahkie and 
his wife both became Ordained As-
semblies of God Ministers.
	 Rev. Ticeahkie was a proud 
Lakers fan and OU fan. He loved 
watching movies and his favorite 
movie was 'Cool Hand Luke'. He 
loved spending time with his grand-
kids and teaching them how to find 
those 'rare finds'. Rev. Ticeahkie was 
always smiling and ready for a con-
versation. Rev. Ticeahkie and his 
wife attended his home church - Co-
manche Reformed Church. As a fam-
ily tradition he loved camping out for 
the yearly Comanche Nation Fair.
	 Rev. Ticeahkie is survived 
by his mother Dorothy Maxine 
Ticeahkie, his two sisters Daphne of 
Oklahoma City and Diane Ticeahkie 
of Lawton, Okla., his beloved wife, 
Rev. Janice Ticeahkie; children, 
Sandra Kay Ticeahkie, Toqua-Hanai 
Ticeahkie (Sharon) and three grand-
children; Tomafa-Tosiya Ticeahkie, 
Ahkeah Kaheeka Ticeahkie and Sutai 
Mia Ticeahkie of Farmington, N.M., 
four nephews, four nieces and other. 
Preceded in death by; father Charles 
(Lindy) Ticeahkie, sister Susan Dex-
tra Ticeahkie and niece Renee Zuk.
	 Beliefs are powerful. Pow-
erful people have powerful beliefs. 
Rev. Fred Charles Ticeahkie was a 
powerful person with powerful be-
liefs. He leaves behind a legacy of 
being a strong, noble, and honorable 
‘Man of God’. He is loved and will 
be greatly missed.

Vickie Lynn Moffett 

Courtesy Photo

Moffett
	 Vickie Lynn Moffett, went 
to her heavenly home on April 17, in 
Oklahoma City.
	 Moffett was born in Law-
ton on October 18, 1961, to Mack 
and Madeline (Poahway) Mahsetky.  
She loved her family and was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation and 
was also of Kiowa decent.    Moffett 
was a very good cook and she was 
very protective of her family. Moffett 
was an avid softball player in Lawton 
and abroad while stationed in Ger-
many. She was a cashier at Country 
Mart Grocery Store for many years.
	 Moffett was preceded in 
death by: her grandparents Nestler 
Poahway and Jenny Geimausaddle, 
parents: Mack Mahsetky Sr. and 
Madeline Poahway-Spicer, uncles: 
Rayfield Poahway, Sullivan Poah-
way; and Mathew Poahway, sisters: 
Libby Ann Stockton, Marilyn De-
nise Figueroa, Michaela Mahsetky-
Gutierrez, brothers: Patrick, Michael, 
Larry and Gary Mahsetky, 
	 Survivors include: aunt, 
Geraldine Poahway; daughter, Melis-
sa O’Guinn; grandsons: Jordan Mof-
fett, Michael Moffett, Dustin Moffett 
and Welsey Vann; sisters Lana Bran-
num, Cheryl Duran, Jackie Mahset-
ky, Genevieve Poahway McIntyre, 
Donna Mahsetky Crane and Sum-
mer Mahsetky; brothers: Mack Mike 
Mahsetky Jr. and Michael Wolfe.

SGT George Gerald 
Red Elk

Courtesy Photo

Red Elk
	 Funeral service for SGT 
George Gerald Red Elk, 75, of Law-
ton, Okla., was held on April 25, at 
Watchetaker Hall with Pastor Ed-
ward Jackson officiating. Red Elk 
passed away on April 19, in Lawton, 
Okla.
	 Burial was at Deyo Mission 
Cemetery under the direction of the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
Prayer service for family and friends 
was held April 24, at Watchetaker 
Hall.
	 Red Elk, was born on Janu-
ary 29, 1948, in Lawton to Roderick 
and Helen (Jackson) Red Elk. He 
graduated from Eisenhower High 
School in 1966.
	 He served in the United 
States Army from 1967-1973 and 
the Oklahoma Army National Guard 
from 1982-1991. During his time of 
service, he was awarded the Silver 
Star and Purple Heart medals. He 
was also inducted into the Oklahoma 
Military Hall of Fame.
	 Red Elk, enjoyed spend-
ing time with his family, serving as 
a member of the CIVA, and work-
ing on his golf game. He was a de-
voted Christian and volunteered as 
a Sunday school teacher and church 
clerk for many years.  Red Elk, was a 
proud member of the member of the 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma.
	 Red Elk, is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, Frannie Red Elk; 

sons, Gerald Red Elk and Christopher 
Red Elk, daughter and son in law Jen-
nifer and Julio Nunez. Red Elk is also 
survived by his grandchildren, Blaine 
Red Elk, Rylee Red Elk, Ryan Mar-
tin and her husband David, Reese 
Red Elk, Sophia Nunez, and Landon 
Nunez; one great grandchild, Langs-
ton Ashley; brother Dennis Red Elk, 
sister Rose Red Elk, his CIVA family, 
and many friends.
	 He is preceded in death by 
his parents Roderick & Helen Red 
Elk, and a brother Dixon Red Elk.
	 It's hard to forget someone 
who gave us so much to remember

Marcus Medina 

Courtesy Photo

Medina 
	 Marcus Medina, went to his 
heavenly home on April 27, in Law-
ton.
	 Funeral Service was May 5, 
at Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
with Eduardo Santiago officiating.
	 He was born to Myra and 
Felix Medina in Rochester, N.Y. He 
attended Eisenhower High School 
and received his GED. He enjoyed 
staying home and watching movies. 
He also enjoyed art, drawing, and lis-
tening to music. Most of all he loved 
spending time with his family.
	 He is survived by his moth-
er, Myra Liz Medina; Step-Father, 
Herman Nesbitt; special mom, Debra 
Baker, all of Lawton. Father, Felix 
Medina Sr. of Winter Park, Fla.; two 
brothers, Roberto Medina of Law-
ton and Jeremiah Medina of Winter 
Park, Fla. Grandmother Felicita Me-
dina, Aunt Marisol Medina, Uncle 
and Aunt Rey and Luzet Caez all of 
Rochester, N.Y. Aunts and Uncles 
Rolanda and Eduardo Santiago, Lale-
cia and Robert Wells, Melissa Renee 
Castillo, Miranda Hoahwah, Patricia 
Nesbitt, Roderick Hoahwah Jr., Ter-
ence Hoahwah, Otis Brown. Neph-
ew, Zion Bell and niece, Zahleah 
Bell; cousins, Luis and Jessica Lazu, 
Marisol Melendez, Abdiel Valentin, 

Curtiss Alan Pewo 

Courtesy Photo

Pewo
	 Our Heavenly Father called 
Curtiss Alan Pewo, home on May 2. 
Pewo was born in Lawton, Oklahoma 
on May 11, 1953, to Wilbur “Braids” 
Pewo Jr. and Ruth Pewo. He led a 
beautiful adventurous life through his 
love and faith. 
	 Pewo is survived by his 
youngest sibling, Carrie Ann Desa-
mais; daughters, Andrea, Crystal, 
and Heather; sons, Corbin, Curtiss 
Jr., and Robert; grandchildren, Nut-
homi Adam, Angelica, Brandon, 
Christine, Raymond, Azalea, Hazel, 
Lilian, Isaiah, Paul, Myesha, Cecilia, 
Aliah, Kayla, Seth, and Marissa; and 
six great grandchildren.
	 Pewo is preceded in death 
by his wife, Barbara Jean Pewo; par-
ents, Ruth and Wilber Pewo Jr.; sib-
lings, Sandra Washington and Wil-
ber Pewo III; and daughter, Norma 
Christine.
	 Viewing services was May 
10, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home in Lawton, Oklahoma. Church 
services was held at Apache United 
Methodist Church in Apache on May 
11. Burial followed under the direc-
tion of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home at West Cache Creek Cem-
etery west of Apache.

Carolyn June 
(Wermy) Marquez 

Courtesy Photo

Marquez

	 Carolyn June (Wermy) Mar-
quez, went to her heavenly home on 
May 4.
	 Marquez, was born on Oc-
tober 8, 1946, to John and Lena 
Mae (Werqueyah) Wermy-Pekah 
in Lawton. Marquez enjoyed also 
loved watching her black and white 
TV shows, spending time with her 
family, friends especially the grand-
kids. She married Michael Marquez 
on February 8, 1983, and they made 
their home in Cache.
	 Marquez was a member of 
Cache River of Life Fellowship in 
Cache, Okla., she was also full blood 
member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma.  
	 Marquez is survived by: 
husband Michael of the home; her 
children: Jose Marquez, Sylvia Mar-
quez and Johnny Poco, grandkids: 
Charles, Avery, Landon, Lucas, great 
grandchildren: Jacob, Kobi, C.J., 
Conner; and a host of many nieces 
and nephews.
	 She is also survived by her 
brothers, Jerry Wermy, John Wermy, 
and Merlin Wermy of Cache; sisters: 
Selma Trice, Glenda and husband 
Carl Mullins, Cathy and husband 
Mike Ward, Lasondra Wermy of 
Lawton, Sandra Canup of Lawton.
	 Marquez is proceeded in 
death by: her daughter Dora Lynn 
Howell; parents John Marvin and 
Lena Mae Wermy Pekah and many 
other family members.
	 Grave side service was held 
at Deyo Cemetery on May 9, with 
Carl Mullins officiating.  Service and 
burial are under the direction of Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home. 

Ashley, Liana, Rey, Tiffany Caez, all 
of Rochester, N.Y. Jeremiah Teeters, 
Joseph Coosewoon, Melissa Castillo, 
Mariana Moore, Lisa Marie Rosado, 
Gary Chasenah Jr., Jonathan Hoah-
wah, Ryan Cintron, Samantha Littles, 
Jorge Garcia, Jalyn Santiago, Jalecia 
Santiago, and Juliana Santiago. And 
many other family and friends. 
	 He is preceded in death by 
sister, Mari Lynn Medina; Grand-
father Felix Medina Sr. and Grand-
parents Roderick Sr. and Charlene 
Hoahwah; Great-Grandmother Mer-
cedes Valdez.
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IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

CALL: 877.542.1878 (Toll-Free)
929.284.1688 (International)

VISIT: EndoClaims.com

EMAIL: EndoInquiries@ra.kroll.com

WRITE: Endo International plc Claims Processing Center 
c/o Kroll Restructuring Administration LLC 
Grand Central Station, PO Box 4850 
New York, NY 10163-4850

WHAT IS THIS ABOUT?

On August 16, 2022, Endo International plc and certain of its affiliates filed for chapter 11 
bankruptcy in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of New York. 
Certain Endo affiliates manufactured and/or sold, among other things, branded opioid 
medications (including but not limited to OPANA® (oxymorphone hydrochloride), OPANA® 
ER (oxymorphone hydrochloride extended release), and PERCOCET® (oxycodone and 
acetaminophen tablets)), generic opioid medications, generic ranitidine medications, and 
transvaginal mesh. This notice is intended to inform you of your rights in this bankruptcy 
regarding the bar date and proof of claim process and Endo’s proposed sale of substantially 
all of its assets.

WHAT IS A CLAIM?

A “claim” means a right to seek payment or other compensation. If you, a child in your care, or 
another loved one were harmed by Endo or a related company, including Par or American Medical 
Systems (AMS), or their products, including opioids, ranitidine, or transvaginal mesh, you may 
have a claim against one or more of these entities. To make a claim, you will need to submit a proof 
of claim in the bankruptcy case. You may file a claim on behalf of yourself, a child in your care 
(including a child exposed to opioids in the womb), or a deceased or disabled relative. Examples of 
claims that may be filed in the Endo bankruptcy include but are not limited to:  

 > Opioid Claims: Claims for death, addiction or dependence, lost wages, loss of consortium, 
or neonatal abstinence syndrome (sometimes referred to as “NAS”), among others.

 > Ranitidine claims: Claims for cancer, including bladder, esophageal, pancreatic, stomach, 
and liver cancer, among others.  

 > Transvaginal mesh claims: Claims for pelvic pain, infection, bleeding, among others.

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BAR DATE AND PROOF OF CLAIM PROCESS?

The deadline to submit your proof of claim is called a bar date. The bar date, or the deadline to 
submit your proof of claim, is July 7, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. (prevailing Eastern Time). If you do not 
submit a proof of claim by the deadline, you will lose any rights you may have had to seek payment 
or compensation. You must file a proof of claim form so that it is actually received by the bar date. A 
proof of claim form can be filed by you, a legal guardian, survivors, or relatives of people who have 
died or are disabled. You do not need an attorney to file a proof of claim for you.

For a more complete list of relevant companies and products manufactured and/or sold by Endo and 
its related companies, including full prescribing information and BOXED WARNINGS for OPANA® 
(oxymorphone hydrochloride), OPANA® ER (oxymorphone hydrochloride extended release), and 
PERCOCET® (oxycodone and acetaminophen tablets), and for more complete details about the bar 
date and instructions on how to file a confidential personal injury claim, visit EndoClaims.com or 
call 877.542.1878 (Toll-Free) or 929.284.1688 (International).

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE SALE?

Endo intends to sell substantially all of its assets in an auction and sale process in the bankruptcy 
case and subject to approval by the bankruptcy court. Endo is seeking relief that the sale will be 
free and clear of all claims, liens, and encumbrances.

If you disagree with the proposed sale, you must object to the sale in writing, so that your objection is 
received on or before July 7, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. (prevailing Eastern Time). Any party in interest 
who fails to properly file and serve its objection by the objection deadline may lose its claim 
against Endo’s assets if the sale is approved. Objections not filed and served properly may not be 
considered by the bankruptcy court.

Complete details about the proposed sale, including any auction for Endo’s assets, the date of 
the hearing to consider the sale, and instructions on how to file an objection, are available at 
EndoClaims.com or by calling 877.542.1878 (Toll-Free) or 929.284.1688 (International).

LEGAL NOTICE

The deadline to file a claim in the bankruptcy is July 7, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. (prevailing Eastern Time).

The deadline to object to Endo’s sale is July 7, 2023, at 4:00 p.m. (prevailing Eastern Time).

IF YOU, A CHILD IN YOUR CARE, OR ANOTHER LOVED ONE WERE HARMED BY ENDO OR A RELATED 
COMPANY, INCLUDING PAR OR AMS, OR THEIR PRODUCTS INCLUDING OPIOIDS, RANITIDINE, OR 
TRANSVAGINAL MESH, YOUR RIGHTS MAY BE AFFECTED BY DEADLINES IN THE ENDO BANKRUPTCY.

Comanche Indian Veteran’s Association 
May 20 Armed Forces Day Banquet

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Captain Lamoni Poweshiek Yazzie 
was honored at the CIVA  Armed 
Forces Banquet May 20, receives a 
blanket and framed photo, listing 
his military service.

Private First Class, Robert Tippe-
connie, was honored at the CIVA  
Armed Foces Banquet May 20, re-
ceives a blanket and framed photo, 
listing his military service.

Paul Anderson Tate Sr, was the guest speaker at the May 
20, CIVA Armed Forces Day Banquet. He is the Com-
mander of the VFW Post 1015 in Anadarko, Okla. He re-
ceived a personalized Pendleton blanket and other gifts.

Comanche artist, Edmond Tate Nevequaya, plays 
soothing flute music during the CIVA Armed Forces 
Day Banquet in Lawton.

Arlene Schonchin is given a new 
banner by CIVA Auxiliary member, 
Shirley Pohawpatchoko, as she con-
tinues her reign as the CIVA Prin-
cess for a second year. 

The Auxiliary of Post 1015 in 
Anadarko attended the CIVA 
Armed Forces Day Banquet and 
gave veterans gifts.

Veterans, special guests, honorees CIVA Princess, and auxiliary gather for a photo at the end of the CIVA Armed 
Forces Day Banquet, which took place May 20, in Lawton, Okla.



Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

In most cases, with an updated address you 
can receive any of these missing items. 

Call Per Cap Assistance at (877)585-4177 
and check your address.

Did you miss getting your:
• 2022 Per Cap or Elders Payment?

• Your Minor’s Distribution Payment?

• An Heirship Payment?

• 2022 1099 Misc?

• 2022 Minors Statement?

 

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers
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405-235-7700

International Masters of Gaming Law Members since 2005

2023 Benchmark Litigation Oklahoma Firm of the Year

Ranked Band 1 for Indian Law by Chambers and Partners

Toni Bradley Smith Randall YatesMike McBride III
(Tlingit & Haida)Chair, Indian Law & Gaming Practice(Muscogee Nation)

in the

Oklahoma City HoustonTulsa Dallas
918-592-9800 214-420-2163 281-766-4607

Secured access for Comanche citizens to sacred resting
ground of Comanche ancestors on Ft. Sill 

Only Oklahoma-based law firm in the runoff with local
service and national top ratings

Proven history of successes and victories for the
Comanche Nation

*Past results afford no guarantee of future results. Every case is different and must be judged on its merits.
*Crowe & Dunlevy provides no input for Benchmark Litigation or Chambers and Partners methodology. View information about 
  the selection process online. 
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